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BIRD SPEAKS AS ATLU HOLDS 45TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE 


St Johns THE WORKERS VOICE in English 22 Sep 84 p 1 


[Text ] 


This weekend on Sun- 
day and Monday 23rd 
and 24th September, 1984 
the a Trades and 
Labour Union will hold 
its 45th Annual Delegatesi 
Conference at Emancipé 
tion House during which’ 


‘delegates from the various 


trade Union branches and 
sections -will propose, dis- 
cuss and- finally adopt 
resolutions as to specific 
matters of policy and 
courses of action which 
will govern the activities 
and direction of the Union 
in the weeks and months 
ahead and for the future 
generally. 

: In the course of the 
intervening deliberations, 
the delegates will also elect 
a new Executive and ap- 
point officers who will 
manage and run the affairs 
of the Union for the next 
year. One does not here 
wish to anticipate the in- 
tentions of the members 
to be exercised through 
their respective union 
delegates during _the 
elections that will take 
lace during the Con- 
erence. 

However, it should not 
be considered out of order 
to state that current indi- 
cations suggest there will 
not be any significant 
changes, if there will be 
any at all in the present 
Executive and Officers of 
the Union are expected. 

Indeed, the 45th An- 
nual Delegate Conference 
‘may be remembered in 
later years not by any 
important executive or 
leadership change which 
will occur at that Con- 


Aims of Leadership 


ference. But it may 
achieve its greatest and 
most enduring historical 
impact from the change 
or changes advocated by 
the Conference to our 
Labour legislation frame 


work. 

Leading the demand 
for urgent initiatives in 
the labour legislations area 
is a Trades & 
Labour Union President, 
Senator William Robinson 
who is greatly disturbed 
and deeply incensed at 
the he tendency on 
the part of certain Anti- 
gua employers, when in 
pm with the Union 
and have reached a failure 
to agree, to ignore to- 
tally requests of the 
Labour Commissioner to 
attend concilliation hear- 
ings of the Labour Depart- 
ment. 

President William 
Robinson wants the Goy- 
ernment to pass legislation 
by mrcers of appropriate 
amendment to the Labour 
Code to make attendance 
by offending employers at 
Labour Department con- 
cilliation hearings com- 
pulsory. : 
The AT&LU president will 
advocate that the Labour 
Commissioner shou!'d 
have the power to sum- 
mon an ‘employer involved 
in a trade dispute with 
the union and be em- 
powered to compel com- 
pliance by the employer 
who show indifference to 
the Labour Commissioner. 
request and refuses to 
come to the Labour De- 
partment, as certain 
employers are now fre- 


ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


quently —, 

Senator Robinson has 
informed Workers Voice 
that he will press for 
other changes also in ex- 
isting labour legislation. 
He has cited-two areas O 
special importance to 
which he will direct his 
attention and seck to 
mobilise the support of 
the full union membe- 
ship and all accredited 
conference delegates. 

These relate to the 
question of the negotia- 
tion fee paid by non- 
trade union members 
who enjoy the benefits 
of collective bargaining 
contracts negotiated by 
the Union for its mem- 
bers, and the question of 
severance pay Or termina- 
tion benefit for workers 
with several years of ser- 
vice “with their —— 
ers and who voluntarily 
terminate their jobs or 
wish to do so. 

In these two respect 
it may well be that the 
Government will react 
with the customary cau- 
tion knowing that changes 
in the labour legislative 
framework will generally 
be attended by some far- 
reaching impact which if 
deemed desirable by work- 
ers is usually viewed with 
disfavour by employers. 
And not withstanding the 
basis of political allegience 
and support between the 
Government and the 
Union, there is an. over- 
riding duty and obligation 
on the part at the Govern- 
ment to have regard to the 
effect on the wider nation- 
al interest when contem- 














eee the enactment of 
egislation even if advo- 
cated by the Union. 
However, while all 
this in folly aprrectcd 
the Ar&uLU in the as 
sessment of President 
Robinson sees no resulting 
impairment of the wider 
national interest by en- 
actment of the legislative 
measureg proposed. Instead 
he considers the changes 
advocated to be very much 
in the national interest 
since they aim to give 
justice to workers where 
this is really due but is 


now denied. President 


Robinson contends that in 
doing so, it will have 


the salutory effect of 


promoting industrial peace 
and harmony which of 
itself is very much in 
the wider national in- 
terest indeed of the con- 
trary result. 

In the specific case 
of the negotiating fée, 
the Labour Code requires 
a worker who exercises 
his legal right not to 
belong to a trade union 
to pay a mere $6 over 
the life of the customary 
3-year collective bargain- 
ing contract from which 
he enjoys exactly the 
same benefits and ad- 
vantages as the union 
members whose dues 
amount to $67 per year 
in the case of female 
members and $78 _ per 


‘year in the case of male 


‘union members. 


President Robinson 
wants non-union members - 
to pay $50 per year 
for their enjoyment of 
the contract benefits and 
this on any logical as- 
sessment seems quite 
reasonable and fair and 
should be granted by the 
Government. 


On the matter of the 
payment of severence pay 
or termination benefit to 
workers who voluntarily 
terminate their jobs, Pre- 
sident Robinson restates 
justifications reviously 
expressed y him and 
others in these and arti- 
culated in these columns. 


To render his views fully 


understood he will again 
give full expression to 
them in a_ subsequent 
article and in his address 
to Conference this week- 
end which will also be 
subsequently reproduced 
in this paper. 


In the meantime, we 
oy our full support to 
is views and demands in 
this regard and express the 


Sincere hope that they will 


not fall on deaf Govern- 
ment ears but rather on 
attentive and respect ears 
within the Government 
and the labour movement 
and country as a whole. 


ATLU President's Speech 


St Johns NATION'S VOICE in English 2 Oct 84 p 2 


[Text ] 


Antigua and Barbuda’s 
Prime Minister Rt. Hon. 
Vere C. Bird Sr. addressing 
the 45th Annual Con- 
ference of the AT&LU, at 
Emancipation House on 
Sundey in St. John’s has 
rapped the IMF again for its 
backward no-people pro- 
grams towards Antigua. 

Mr. Bird told conference 
delegates that the IMF is 
annoyed because his gov- 
ernment has failed to imple- 
ment its recommendation 
to cut the nation’s work 
force by 40 percent. “My 
government has no inten- 
tion of making Antiguans 


and Barbudans unemploy- 
ed.”’ 

He made it clear that his 
party campaigned to put 
Antiguans ‘back to work’ 
and has no intention of re- 
versing that decision. The 
fund he said is unable to 
come up with workable 
solutions relevant to small 
but super sensitive coun- 
try’s in the Caribbean. 

The conference which 
brought together some 550 
delegates and observers 
from 35 sections who gather 
annually to review the ac- 
tivities of the union over the 
past year and lay down fur- 











to our political arm, the 
Antigua Labour Party. 

The outcome is known to 
all and it is only now left for 
me to say on behalf of the 
Antigua Trades and Labour 
Union that we share with 
absolute delight and satis- 
faction in the victory of the 
Antigua Labour Party and 
wish to assure them through 
our distinguished Hon. 
Prime Minister of our con- 
tinuing and unshakable sup- 
port. 
It would be normal for 
the President of this great 
Union of ours in an address 
on this occasion § to 
catalogue the many 
economic gains and social 
advance which workers 
have experienced over the 
years as a result of the strug- 
gles and achievements of 
the union. We have an 
eminently proud record in 
this respect; but I see no 
need at this stage to re- 
hearse that today since I 
shall be telling you what you 
already know so well, and 
need no reminder or further 
telling to appreciate. 

However, there is one 
thing that is central to all 
that this union has stood for 
all the years of its existence 
and will never abandon as 
its guiding principle and 
motivating force. It is the 
quest for justice on the part 
of the workers of this land 
in general and morc so spec- 
ifically for those working 
people who are members of 
our union. 

Comrades, the quest for 
justice for the workers dic- 
tates the attitude and reac- 
tions of the union the manv 
practices perpetrated by 
certain employers with a 
conscious desire to place 
workers at an economic and 
social disadvantage. 

While we think there may 
be some employers who are 
now fairly enlightened and 
seek as best as they can to 
be fair and reasonable to 
the workers within their 


employment, there are, re- 
gretably, many employers 
to whom we cannot in all 
conscience be so charitable. 

Comrades, I need to cite 
one current example of 
employer injustice to illus- 
trate my point of workers 
who are being taken advan- 
tage of by certain employers 
to whom the notion of jus- 
tice and fairness seems 
alien. 

You will all have known, 
my dear Comrades, of the 
incident going back several 
months ago that the 
workers represented by this 
Union at the Barbuda Hotel 
struck because of the man- 
agement’s refusal to pay 
them service charge earned 
in respect of a number of 
hotel guests whom the Man- 
agement said were not pay- 
ing guests and which 
rendered the management 
exempt from the obligation 
to pay the workers. 

Comrades, what we are 
now seeing after the dispute 
was settled in favour of the 
workers is that, having losi 
that battle, the manage- 
ment has now started to 
get even with the offending 
workers by issuing redun- 
dancy notices on a sweeping 
scale. 

This they are doing with- 
out any consultation with 
the Union on the metter. 
And as if this itself was not 
really bad enough, they 
have adamantly refused to 
deal with the Union on as- 
sociated claims, complaints 
and grievances of the dis- 
placed workers. Worse than 
that they have contemp- 
tuously ignored requests 
by Labour Commissione! 
to meet for resolution of the 
matter under the machinery 
of the Labour Code. 

This last and very dis- 
turbing aspect of an 
employer ignoring the re- 
quests of the Labour Com- 
missioner to be allowed to 
conciliate a trade dispute 1s 
not an isolated case and not 


unique to the Barbuda 
Hotel management alone. 
Other employers have en- 
gaged in this practice and it 
scems like the Labour Com- 
missioner does not feel 
there is anything he can ef- 
fectively and meaningfully 
do to compel attendance to 
conciliation hearings and 
stamp out this practice. 

We are therefore asking 
the Government to pass 
Icgislation immediately 
compelling employers in- 
volved in trade disputes to 
attend at conciliation hear- 
ings initiated by the Labour 
Commissioner when asked 
to do so. 

We regard such a require- 
ment, binding on all the par- 
ties to a trade dispute, the 
Trade Union included. as 
having a potent effect in en- 
suring that trade disputes 
can be conciliated and 
settlements achieved with- 
out protracted industrial 
conflict. 

In proposing to the Gov- 
ernment the need to legis- 
late in this respect, we are 
also impressing on the Gov- 
ernment further need to 
legislate in order to increase 
the statutory negotiating fee 
of $6.00 paid by non-mem- 
bers of the Union whe enjoy 
the benefits of an industriai 
contract. 

It is a hindrance to the 
membership growth of our 
Union and an element of 
gross unfairness to our 
members that while they 
pay annually Union dues of 
$67.00 in the case of females 
and $78.00 in the case of 
males, people who pay no 
Union dues whatever but 
are entitled under the law 
to enjoy all the benefits 
which the Union Contract 
confers upon the employees 
are themselves only re- 
quired to pay $6.00 over the 
life of the contract, which 
they very often do not 
make. 

The AT&LU is not 
merely asking the Govern- 














ture policies was the first 


since the April’s political . 


election in which the A.L.P, 
the political affiliate of the 
union, won all 16 seats on 
Antigua, and the Barbuda 
seat to an independent. 
Prime Minister Bird, who 
is a co-founder and past 
President told delegates 


_ that they were the authors 


of the victory and the buil- 
ders of the new 
Antigua and Barbuda. 
Also addressing the con- 
ference were Union Presi- 
dent senator William 
Robinson, who made out a 
case against the present 
negotiating fee paid by non- 
trade union members in a 
collective agreement in- 
creased from the $6.00 to 
$50.00 per year. He also 


‘wants to see severance pay 


for workers who worked for 
several years with an 
employer and who volun- 
tarily terminate their 


Bird on IMF 


employment. 

Mr. Robinson also made 
a call for new legislation to 
make it compulsory for 
employers to attend the 
mectings with the Labour 
Commissioner for — the 
settlement of disputes. 


Guest Speaker at the con- 
ference was Mr. Edward 
Garcia, a director of the 
Confederation of Latin 
American Trade Union 
(CLAT) to which the 
AT&LU has been an 
affiliate. 

The new face on the 
union’s executive at th: end 
of the two day meeting is 
Rupert Lake. 

President William 
Robinson, General Secre- 
tary Robin Bascus, and 
Edward Dowdie Second 
Vice-President were unop- 
posed, the remainder of 
them captured their po9si- 
tion from the other conten- 
ders. 


St Johns NATION'S VOICE in English 2 Oct 84 p 3 


[Speech by AT&LU President Senator William Robinson at 45th annual delegates 


conference of the ATLU in St John's on 23 September 1984] 


[Text ] 


Hon. Prime Minister, dis- 


tinguished Comrades on the 
platform, friends, Com- 
rades all. 

On behalf of the Execu- 
tive of the Antigua Trades 
and Labour Union, I extend 
to you a hearty welcc=me to 
this opening session of our 
Union’s 45th Annuai Dele- 
gate Conference. 

Your presence is an inspi- 
ration to us. Not only are 
we heartened by the evi- 
dently solid support for the 
AT&LU which your pre- 
sence would seem to de- 
monstrate but we are also 
very heartened by the 
awareness that your support 
is a continuing factor on 
which we can count at all 
times, as evidenced by the 
experience of the past. In 
the good times and the bad 


times our Union has had 
certain people whom it 
could always count upon. 
And the fact that you are 
among those who are al- 
ways supportive of the 
AT&LU is a most inspiring 
and satisfying experience 
for the Union’s Executive. 
It is an experience from 
which we derive the inspira- 
tion and motivation to con- 
tinue unwaveringly our 
struggles and strivings for 
better economic and social 
conditions tor the workers 
of this land and the persons 
whom we represent. 

At this juncture, I must 
officially record our great 
satisfaction for the substan- 
tial endorsement at the 
Polls which the Antigua and 
Barbuda electorate gave in 
the April General Elections 











ment to increase the 
negotiating fee prescribed 
hry the Labour Code. We 
are asking that it be in- 
creased to a realistic level. 
We think a figure of $50.00 
per year is both sensible and 
fair and we appeal to the 
Government to amend the 
Labour Code accordingly. 

Our final appeal on this 
occasion to secure justice 
tor the workers, Comrades, 
touches on the vexed ques- 
tion of severance pay or ter- 
mination benefits for 
workers who voluntarily 
terminate their jobs after 
serving an employer for sev- 
eral years 

Our demand in this re- 
spect is not new. We have 
made it many times pre- 
viously. We will continue to 
make it until it is granted by 
law or negotiation. 

Many workers have given 
long and dedicated years of 
service with an employer 
and may wish for a variety 
of good reasons to termi- 
nate their job. They may be 
dissatisfied with their gen- 
eral treatment by their 
employers. They may have 
domestic or family cir- 
cumstances which render 
their resignation necessary. 
It may even be a matter of 
deteriorating or ill health. 
It may even be that they 
wish to pursue another 
employment or career. 


3298/116 


However, long a worker 
is employed and however 
hard and well he has served 
his employer, he is entitled 
to nothing by way of 
severance pay or termina- 
tion benefit if he leaves the 
service of his employer of 
his own accord. He is there- 
fore forced, even in the 
most unsatisfactory job situ- 
ation to hang on like grim 
death until the employer 
chooses to sever him. Only 
so is he likely to receive 
some kind of severance pay. 

We wonder whether the 
Government will now be 
persuaded to _ introduce 
legislation and dispose of 
this obvious injustice to 
workers. 

As long as it remains un- 
rectified a large section of 
our members and of the 
working peoples of this 
country will have cause to 
be discontented. For the 
logic of the situation is that 
if you are not for some 
reason considered by your 
employer suitable for reten- 
tion in your job, you can 
normally expect to receive 
severance pay from your 
employer. But if on the 
other hand you retain your 
job and would wish to relin- 
quish it for a good reason, 
you are not entitled as of 
right to any severance pay 
or termination benefit 


under our Labour Code. 
The AT&LU has long 


viewed this as unaccepta- - 
ble. 


We trust it will not be too 
far from now before we see 
developmeats leading to the 
passing of the appropriate 
legislation. 


Comrades, having made 
these points, I will now con- 
clude my address with the 
sincere hope that God's gui- 
dance and blessings will at- 
tend our deliberations 
throughout and lead us to 
arrive at decisions and 
agreement as to courses of 
action which will help us to 
achieve goals and objectives 
for the betterment of the 
standard of life of our mem- 
bers, the preservation of the 
integrity and vitality of our 
trade union, the attainment 
of justice and fair play for 
the workers we represent 
and for the economic and 
social advancement of this 
small and forward looking 
twin island nation of 
Antigua and Barbuda which 
our own determined aspira- 
tions and dedicated efforts 
have brought into being. 


I thank you. 


I now declare the 45th 
Conference of the Antigua 
Trades & Labour Union 


open. 
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EXPLANATION OF AMENDMENT TO INDUSTRIAL COURT ACT GIVEN 
St Johns THE WORKERS VOICE in English 3 Oct 84 pp 1, 5, 6 
[Commentary by James (Bags) Thomas 


[Text] The argument is being advanced in the local opposition press that the 
Bill before Parliament seeking to amend Industrial Court Act 1976 proceeds by 
deception to give the impression that the intention of the Bill is "to speed 
up the process of determining labour disputes in that Court" when the real ob- 
ject and purpose of the Bill is imposing onerous fines on workers to appease 
indignant and anti-worker hotel employers with whom the Bird Government is in 
conspiracy. 


If there is any one who is guilty of deception in this matter it is the writer 
or publisher of this grossly misleading editorial comment by giving the quite 

false impression that the Explanatory Memorandum of the Bill restricts itself 

to the point about speeding up the work of the Court. 


Indeed the Explanatory Memorandum makes it abundantly clear that the Bill has 
four principle objectives: 


One being to expedite the hearing process as previously explained; the other 
being to widen the circle of persons who may represent parties to a dispute 
before the Industrial Court to include official of trade Unions, employers 
organizations - and to require the permission of the President for legal prac- 
titioners to attend before the Court. The next is to provide members of the 
Court with immunity from being called as witness in law Courts in relation to 
anything done by them in the Industrial Court. And, finally, to increase the 
level of the fines "to give the Act some deterrent effect." 


No one can justifiably quarrel about the provisions which seek to speed up the 
ajudication process of the Court. Even though we understand the difficulties 
currently facing the Court regarding the speed with which matters are dis- 
posed, there is the equally understandable reaction of trade unions shared by 
objective observers and even employers that the long delay in the disposal of 
certain cases gives support to the cit-repeated assertion "justice delayed is 
justice denied" as being application to our situation. 











Anyone who genuinely has the interest of the workers and the stability of the 
country at heart will therefore be glad that this positive step is being taken 
to speed up the hearing and disposal process. 


The objective regarding extending representation before the Court to include 
any official of a trade union or organisation of employers or workmen has 
given rise to serious objections that the AT&LU who through its representa- 
tives in the Senate in the persons of President, William Robinson, and Genral 
Secretary, Robin Bascus and Industrial Advisor, Bradley Carrott, were able to 
persuade their colleagues that tne Bill should be referred back to the House 
of Representatives and not be allowed to pass through the Senate in that 
manner. 


The basis of their objection was the power vested in the Minister of Labour to 
approve or not to approve such officials of trade unions or employer bodies 
who a party to the dispute may desire to represent them before the Court 
and the corresponding power reposed in the President of the Court to grant or 
withhold permission to appear before the Court by legal practitioners who may 
be engaged for this purpose by the parties in dispute. 


The AT&LU believe that such power amounts to a denial of the normal right and 
privilege »f a party to freely choose who they wish to represent them in these 
matters. /énd not that one is here imputing unimproper motives or bad faith on 
the part of the Minister or President of the Court but one is saying, after 
all, that they should not be placed in the position of having to make that 
kind of decision; and the power and authority so conceived has the potential- 
ity for serious abuse. 


A trade union should be considered competent to decide which of its officials 
should represent a member in a case before the Industrial Court and there 
should be no question at all of having to obtain prior approval of the Minis- 
ter of Labour in this conenction. 


Nor should the pernission of the Court have to be previously obtained to en- 
able a lawyer of the workers or trade union's choice to represent them before 
the Court. 


These are rights and privileges which parties to a dispute in the Industrial 
Court should have without restrictions and qualifications of any kind. They 
apply not only in respect of the workers or this trade union but also in re- 
spect of the employer or his affiliated association of employers. 


The point has been well taken by the Government who has announced the with- 
drawal of the relevant clause. The Prime Minister reiterated the Government's 
acceptance of the position when he expressly stated during his address to the 
45th Annual Delegate Conference of the AT&LU that the Government would not 
pursue the clause whose inclusion was perhaps an oversight and not intended in 
the first instance. 


No reference has been made to the immunity objectives of the Bill, presumably 
since it is so much in accord with common sense that it does not easily admit 
of exploitation and misinterpretation as do other objectives of the Act. 














Regarding the matter of the increase in the level of fines, trade unions, in- 
cluding the AT&LU will naturally wish that no such development was necessary, 
but this Union accepts and respects the existence of the Industrial Court and 
the legal stipulation that when matters are referred to the Court the disput- 
ing parties must refrain f’ »m engaging in industrial action. Workers are 


forbidden from taking str "ction and employers are forbidden from engaging 
in lockouts when a dispute 1. been referred to the Industrial Court. That is 
the law. 


It would be irresponsible of the AT&LU or any other trade union if they were 
to treat the law with contempt and persist with industrial action when a mat- 
ter has been referred to the Industrial Court in the face of the legal re- 
striction against doing so. 


As workers and trade unionists, we must recognise our obligations as responsi- 
ble law abiding citizens and comply with the provisions of the Act because if 
we do not, then we merely jeopardise the very economic structure and social 
facric which we are striving as a country and people to develop. 


The AT&LU is interested in justice and fairplay for all. Fairplay and justice 
is not achieved by engaging or being free to engage in wonton violations of 
the law. The fines will be of no consequences to this or any Other Union 
inspite of their size if the law is observed that when a dispute is before the 
Industrial Court neither an employee or employer should engage in any indus- 
trial action relating to that dispute, such action being legally prohibited. 


If the fines are small there will be the tendency for those who are bent on 
pursuing a course of illegal industrial action to persist with such action. 
But if the fines are heavy, people will think twice before resorting to their 
contemplated illegal action. In other words, they will be deterred from doing 
what they might otherwise do if the fines are small and inconsequential. 


It is precisely this factor that the Bill to amend the Industrial Court Act 
1976 seeks to address insofar as it relates to the matter of the level of 
fines where prohibitions of the law are contravened. 


Only those persons who are bent on destroying the country for political ends 
have anything to fear from the proposed increased in the level of the fines. 


Those who have no such design and who see the court as a properly constitu- 
ted body engaged in a lawful function of determining where justice lies 
relative to a particular trade dispute will have no reason for wanting to 
flout the prohibition of the law which forbid engagement in industrial action 
when the Court is adjudicating upon a case. Responsible workers, responsible 
trade unionists and trade union officials, responsible employers, responsible 
employers associations indeed responsible persons and citizens - have abso- 
lutely nothing to fear regarding the proposed increase in the level of fines 
for acting in violation of the Industrial Court Act. 


How do the leaders of the AT&LU themselves view the situation? AT&LU offi- 
cials are in complete accord on this: 











The AT&LU only wants justice for its members. It wants justice for workers 
regardless of trade union party affiliation. It believes justice for workers 
can be achieved if the law governing the operations of the Court is strictly 
observed instead of broken. This position was clearly asserted during and 
subsequently to the recently concluded 45th Annual Delegate Conference. 


The AT&LU does not therefore share the foolish talk that increasing the level 
of fines as proposed in the Industrial Court (Amendment) Act, 1984 represents 
an attack by Government on the rights and freedom of workers in the country. 


The AT&LU recognises only too well that as an independent country having to 
shape our own national destiny, we must take responsibility for the working 
out of our own economic salvation which we can only do by vigorously promoting 
the economic development and stability of the country as is now being done by 
the Government and firmly resisting attempts to achieve its reckless disrup- 
tion by irresponsible elements who are misleading the workers instead of guid- 
ing them along socially constructive and economically productive paths. 


Editorial Note 
INDUSTRIAL COURT (AMENDMENT) BILL 1984 


For the benefit of our readers who may wish to be further enlightened in this 
regard, we publish the exact text of the "Explanatory Memorandum" which gives 
the purpose and the specific objectives of the Industriai Court (Amendment) 
Bill 1984 which is now before Parliament. 


In the following issue we shall go a stage further. We will reproduce those 
sections of the existing Industrial Court Act enacted in 1976 that the new Act 
seeks to amend. We shall follow that up by publishing the affected sections 
reflecting the amendments envisaged by the new Act. Our readers will be 
suitably placed te see how the law really stands and how we are being misled 
by the political detractors of the Government to take a purely negative view 
of the law and to ignore the positive feature of the Act and its beneficial 
impact on the stability and economic advancement of our country. 


EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 


"This Bill seeks to amend the Industrial Court Act, 1976 in an effort to speed 
up the process of determining labour disputes in that Court. 


"2. The Industrial Court will consist of a President and such number of other 
members as the Governor General may determine. However, the Court will be 
duly constituted if it consists of one or more members assigned by the Presi- 
dent. This will allow more flexibility in the hearing of disputes. Further 
the Court may act notwithstanding any vacancies in its number or in the ab- 
sence of any member. (Clause ahs 


"3. The Court must make its award without delay and where practicable within 
trity days from the date of reference to it of the trade dispute (Clause 
5(c)). Representation before the Court has been extended to include any 











official of a trade union, or organization of employers or workmen, as may be 
approved by the Minister. However, legal practitioners must have the Presi- 
dent's permission in order to appear the Court (Clause 6). 


"4, Members of the Industrial Court will be immune from being compelled to 
appear in any Court of law as a witness or party in relation to anything done 


by him as a member of the Industrial Court. 


"5. The level of fines has been increased to give the Act some deterrent 
effect." 


CSO: 3298/116 
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BAHAMAS 


NASSAU IN DOUBT AS SITE FOR "$~ COMMONWEALTH SUMMIT 

London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH in English 12 Oct 84 p 4 

[Article by David Adamson] 

[Text] A CRISIS in the Bahamas Government over drugs and corruption has raised 
doubts over the suitability of the islands' capital, Nassau, as the venue for 


next year's Commonwealth summit. 


Five cabinet ministers have resigned or been sacked and the Prime Minister, Mr 
Lynden Pindling, has admitted "serious errors in judgment ." 





Despite the scandal surrounding him personally as well as his Government, Mr 
Pindling has announced he intends to stay in office. 


Evidence on his personal finances was given in August to a Royal commission in- 
vestigating allegations that he and other ministers had accepted bribes to pro- 
tect drug smugglers. Mr Pindling was said to have spent &3 million in seven 
years, more than eight times his official salary. 


One of the recurrent figures in the scandal is Robert Vesco, the fugitive Amer- 
ican financier who embezzled 4146 million from investors, many of them British, 
in one of his operations. 


Major Issues 


He is reported to have built a secret base for drug smuggling on Norman's Cay, 
one of the islands in the Bahamas chain. The American television network NBC 
alleged he was paying $100,000 (481,000) a month in bribes to members of the 
Bahamas Government. 


Since the Commonwealth leaders agreed in New Delhi last year on the Bahamas for 
next year's summit, drugs have become major issues for two important member- 
States, Britain and Australia. 


Tough new measures, including life imprisonment for drugs traffickers, were an- 
nounced at the Conservative conference in Brighton on W:dnesday. In Australia, 
a ferocious political dispute over corruption led to the Prime Minister, Mr 
Hawke, breaking down in tears and his wife revealing that their daughter was a 
heroin addict. 
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A final decision on the date of the summit in September-October next year will 
not be taken until senior Commonwealth officials meet in Barbados on Dec. 11-12. 


Although no formal proposals have been made for a change of venue, an undercur- 
rent of disquiet is discernible over the suitability of the Bahamas. It is not 
thought Mrs Thatcher or Mr Hawke would be happy about being seen as the guests 

of Mr Pindling if he remained in office. 


An additional embarrassment for the Commonwealth is the commissioning by its 
legal division of studies on the enforcement of drugs laws. 


A new office within the Commonwealth Secretariat in London has been charged 


with special responsibility for coordinating measures to deal with internation- 
al crimes such as drug smuggling. 


CSO: 3298/093 
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PARTIES CONTINUE POLITICAL DISPUTE, MANEUVERING 


New Cabinet 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 10 Oct 84 ppl, 12 


[Article by Athena Damianos] 


[Text] 


PRIME MINISTER Lynden 
Pindling - unveiling his new 
**streamlined’’ Cabinet — an- 
nounced last night that he has 
taken over the Ministry of 
Finance, giving him greater 
control of the Government. 

And, in the wake of Mon- 
day’s massive Cabinet 
shake-up, Sir Lynden an- 
nounced the following changes, 
confirming information 
published in The Tribune last 
night and in September. 

Clement Maynard - Leader of 
Government business in the 
House of Assembly, Minister of 


Foreign Affairs and Minister of 
Tourism. He also will be re- 
sponsible for the public service. 

Loftus Roker - Minister of 
National Security with respon- 
sibility for the Police and 
Defence Forces, the Depart- 
ments of Immigration, Parlia- 
mentary Registration and Lands 
and Surveys. 

Darrell Rolle - Minister of 
Works, assuming responsibility 
‘for Housing and National Secu- 


rity. 

Sen Paul Adderiey - Attorney 
General and Minister of Educa- 
tion with responsibility for the 
Ministry of Education and the 
Hotel Corporation. 


Alfred Maycock - Minister of 
Economic Affairs with 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Co- 
operatives added to his 
portfolio. 

Philip Bethel continues as 


Minister of Transport but is 
now responsible for Bahamasair 


- and Local Government. 


- Livingston Coakley - Minister 

of Youth, Sports and Commu- 
nity Affairs. 

Dr Norman Gay - Minister of 
Health. 

The Tribune speculated in- 
correctly last night that Peter 
Bethel would be made Minister 
of Agriculture and Fisheries. 
However, other than this, all 


the other reports pubished 
about a Cabinet re-shuffle and 
the distribution of the 
portfolios was correct. 

Sir Lynden did not name a 
replacement for Deputy Prime 
Minister Arthur Hanna. By 
reducing his Cabinet from 13 to 
nine, Sir Lynden will be able to 
excercise greater control over 
Members. . 

The Cabinet changes went 
into affect at 10 am yesterday. 

A drawn looking, but bold 
Sir Lynden told the nation over 
national TV that the country 


‘has suffered severe economic 


and political difficulties over 
the past year. 

‘<] know that as the country’s 
leader, 1 must take responsibili- 
ty for that. I acknowledge that 
there have been some serious 
errors of judgment and again I 
appreciate that I must take 
responsibility for that,” he said. 

‘“‘Where I have been too 
trusting, I must be more vigi- 
lant; where I have been too 
kind. | must be more demand- 
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BAHANAS 


ing; and where I have been too 
lenient, I must become more 
exacting.” 


Sir Lynden told Bahamians 
that ‘the government is conti- 
he its 17 year tradition of 
stability and I want to ensure 
you tonight that it will continue 
to perform in the best interests 
of the Bahamas. 

‘Accordingly, I call on_ all 
men and women of good will in 
the islands to lend us their 
support and constructive sug- 
gestions.”” 


Sir. Lynden said there are 
some ‘‘who are so intent in 
gratifying their own selfish 
political ambitions that they will 
continue to employ devisive 
tactics in desperation. 

**I say this, your Government 
will not be swayed by the noise 


in the marketplace. The 
effective support of progressive 


Bahamians will always prevail 
over the gloomy predictions and 
a dismal inaction of some 
soldiers and sunshine patriots.”’ 

Sir Lynden said that ‘‘there 


_are storms without and there 
are storms within. Indeed, at 


the moment we seem to be in 


.theeye of a storm.” 


He said that when there is a 
storm; it is the duty of the 
captath to step up from below 
amd take the wheel. 

He said that he was given a 
mandate at the recent PLP 
conckave to stimulate local and 
foreign investment, do some- 











thing about the crime and drug 
problem and the filthy state of 
the country. He said he would 
endeveour to do this. 

**To enable me to take full 
control of the economy, I have 
decided to assume responsibility 
for the Ministry of Finance,”’ 
Sir Lynden said. 


Pindling, Smith Travels 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE i: English 10 Oct 84 pp 1, 4 


[Text] PRIME MINISTER Lynden Pindling and George Smith flew to George Town, 
Exuma, today for a huddle with PLP branch officers in Mr. Smith's Rolleville 
constituency. It is reported that they were accompanied by Sir Lynden's 
friend Felix "Mailman" Bowe. 


It was reported from George Town this morning that Sir Lynden arrived abroad 
and M & D charter at 10:15 am. It was further reported that he has bocked 
three charter planes to take him and supporters to Andros on Friday morning. 


It is understood that Sir Lynden will be visiting a number of out islands over 
the next couple of weeks to drum up support for himself at the PLP Convention. 
The Conventikon was originally scheduled for October 19, then October 22. 

It is believed that the date was changed again to October 29. However, Govern- 
ment spokesman Bill Kalis told the BBC today that it would take place "later 
in the year." 


Sir Lynden is apparently anticipating a tough battle to retain his position 
of Party leader during the election of officers at the Convention. 


Opposition leader Kendal Isaacs told the Press today he does not think that 
the "dissident" PLPs have the strength to topple the Prime Minister on a vote 
of no confidence in the House even if they wanted to do so. It is unlikely 
that they would support the Opposition in a similar move. 


"They would have to use the vehicle of the Convention and I understand that 
come the Convention Hanna will be" vying for leadership, Mr Isaacs said at a 
press conference today. 


Sir Lynden visited the various Eleuthera constituencies and Grand Bahama last 
weekend. He addressed the women's association of the West End branch of the 


PLP. 


He arrived in George Town this morning and, from there, is expected to fly to 
South Andros. It is not known if Sir Lynden will make public addresses this 


weekend. 


While in Exuma, he is expected to address a PLP meeting in Rolleville. It 
was also reported that the Prime Minister was to attend a luncheon for 25 at 
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the Out Island Inn in George Town at 1 p.m. An Inn spokesman said he ''was 
not in a position to comment" on whether Sir Lynden ate lunch there today. 


Although Mr Smith's credibility has been brought into question before the 
Commission of Inquiry, he is still very popular in his Rolleville constitu- 
ency. Mr Smith resigned from the Cabinet Monday along with Youth Minister 
Kendal Nottage. Deputy Prime Minister Arthur Hanna resigned separately. 


Pindling in Exuma 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 11 Oct 84 p 1 


[Text] PRIME Minister Pindling left George Town this morning after meeting 
with PLP generals. He was accompanied by Rolleville MP George Smith and his 
friend Felix "Mail man" Bowe. 


Sir Lynden and Mr Smith met with generals over lunch at the Out Island Room 
in the Pieces of Eight Hotel. Mr Smith told the generals that it was time 
to get back to work; he did not feel that Exumians had lost faith in him and 
that he could still count on them. Mr Smith also said that as far as he and 
the Prime Minister are concerned, nothing has changed. 


Sir Lynden also met with generals at Kermit Rolle's house. Mr Rolle, a PLP 
general, refers to his large white house as "Kermit's White Palace." 


It was not known if Sir Lynden returned to Nassau or went to South Andros 
where he is also expected to meet with PLP generals. There was a report 
circulating today that he and Lady Pindling had left for Mexico. 


However, a man who answered the telephone at the Pindlings' residence this 
afternoon said that Lady Pindling was in, but was "indisposed." 


It is understood that the Prime Minister is going from island to island to 
drum up support for himself in the upcoming PLP Convention. The Tribune 
confirmed today that the Convention will be held on October 22. 


Unlike previous years, it is understood that election of officers will take 
place behind closed doors. 


Sir hynder is apparently anticipating a fight with Arthur Hanna, who re- 
signed as Deputy Prime Minister Monday, for the party's leadership. 


"T haven't heard that," Mr Hanna said when asked about the report. 


Opposition leader Kendal Isaacs yesterday said it was his understanding 
that there could be a fight for the leadership. 


1) 














"Dictatorship' Charge 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 11 Oct 84 p 1 


[Article by Colin Higgins] 


{Text ] 


FREE National Movement 
MP for Blue Hills Arthur 
Foulkes told Bahamians 
Tuesday night that their 
country is “in the hands of 
an effective dictatorship.’’ 


Thousands attended a ‘‘Re- 
scue the Nation’’ rally at Yellow 
Elder Park and were told by Mr 
Foulkes that it is the responsi- 
bility of every freedom loving 
Bahamian, ‘‘every single demo- 
cratic Bahamian, to do 
whatever he can, whatever she 
can, to unloose the 

dictatorship.”’ 


Mr ‘Foulkes said the FNM’ 


will be using every legitimate 
means to pry “‘Lynden Pindling 
and his dictatorship”’ out of the 
seat of power. 

**But we can only do it if we 
have your support,’”’ said Mr 
Foulkes. 

He said he would name 
Monday: the October Massacre. 
**Because never before in the 
history of politics in this 
country has there been so much 
bloodletting on one day. 

**Political suicides and politi- 
_ Cal hatchet jobs,’’ the speaker 
said. *‘And the PLP Govern- 
ment is tonight bleeding to 
. death.”’ 

“If it was a question of our 
being vindicated,’’ he con- 
tinued, ‘‘people like Cecil and 
myself and those who walked 
the plank that night in the no 
confidence vote, would have 
been satisfied. 

“*Because now everybody, 
even the most diehard PLP, 
must understand now that 
Lynden Pindling is no good for 
this country. 

““We ‘have been saying it for 
14 years,’’ said the speaker. 
“But 1 never dreamed that | 
would see before the next 
election Arthur Dion Hanna 
Saying that he couldn’t associate 
with Pindling. 

**Because of all his colleagues 
in politics A D Hanna has been 


his most faithful. He has stood 
by him him from the very 


’ beginning, all through:”’ 


The speaker continued: 
‘There is no doubt in my mind 
that tonight the Bahamas rests 
in the hands of an effective 
dictatorship. 

**Lynden Pindling is now a 
dictator with all the trappings 
of dictatorship. He manipulates 
men the way he feels like, he 
exalts the worthless and he pulls 
down those who can serve. 

**‘When he got up and said 
that George gone and Kendal 
gone and he hopes that they will 
be able to rejoin the Cabinet in 
the not too distant future, as 
other speakers have said, he 
takes us for a bunch of fools. 

**Because never again do 
Bahamians want to see George 
Smith and Kendal Nottage in 
the Cabinet! Not even in the 
House!”’ 

Mr Foulkes continued: ‘‘Let 
me tell you what it’s really all 
about in the words of Hubert 
Ingraham.”’ He told his au- 
dience - at its highpoint num- 
bering 3 to 4 thousand - to 
listen to some words ‘‘and tell 
me if you don’t think this sound 
like a natural FNM. 

“**There is no secret,’ he says, 
‘that I am personally unhappy 
with the tremendous amount of 
corrupt activity...” This a 
minister just out the Govern- 
ment yesterday (Monday) and 


- he is talking about that Gov- 


ernment from which he just 


, came,”’ listeners were told. 


**And he doesn’t say some of 
the corrupt activity, a little bit 
of corruption, he says: ‘...the 
corrupt activities which | 
perceive to be taking place all 
around me.’”’ 


The speaker interpreted that 
as meaning that when Mr 
Ingraham looks around the 
Cabinet table he ‘‘looks into the 
face of corruption.”’ 

“‘And lest there be any 
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mistake he went a little further. 
He said: ‘...1 perceive to be 
taking place all around me in 
the Government,’ so that you'll 
make no mistake what he is 
talking about, ‘...in the Gov- 
ernment. 

“**The lack of leadership of 
the Prime Minister,’ Lord, we 
been tellin’ you that for so long 
hey? We been out 14 years, he 
just fresh out yesterday. ‘...and 
more pointedly, the com- 
promised position which he is 
in.’ 

*“‘Now what that means is, 
that if Pindling was a decent- 
thinking supporter of the demo- 
cratic Parliamentary system, he 
would have realised that his 
hands are so dirty, his feet are 
so dirty and his face is so dirty 
and his mouth is so dirty that he 
should get the hell out of our 
way. 

“‘What Mr Ingraham is say- 
ing,’’ continued the 
Parliamentarian, ‘‘is that in any 
other country which practises 
the Parliamentary system, Mr 
Pindling would have been gone 
long time!”’ 

He reminded listeners of what 
he said was the Prime Minister’s 
refusal in 1980 to accept the 
drug problem as a Bahamian 
problem - instead, calling it an 
American problem. 

**Aren’t we now paying the 
price for Mr Pindling’s 
negligence? And we're not 
paying the price just in money, 
we are paying the price in the 
lives of our children. 

**We are paying the price of 
young men and women who are 
hanging themselves who are 
blowing their brains out and 
who are turning on their parents 
and blowing their brains out.’’ 

The speaker said he put this 
directly at the feet of the Prime 
Minister. 








FNM Attack on Cabinet Moves 
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[Article by Colin Higgins] 


[Text ] 


Before thousands Tuesday 
night, Opposition Free National 
Movement (FNM) speakers rid- 
iculed Prime Minister Pindling’s 
8 pm Cabinet shake-up an- 
nouncement to the. nation - 
broadcast over radio and televi- 
sion and relayed by 
loudspeakers to party support- 
ers at the start of the ‘‘Rescue 
the Nation”’ rally. 

Some speakers at the Yellow 
Elder Park meeting said they 
had expected the Prime Minister 
to announce his own resigna- 
tion. ; 

One speaker referred to the 
new nine-member Cabinet, 
which was ‘slashed from its 
former strength of 13 and 
described as ‘‘my new 
streamlined Cabinet’’ by Prime 
Minister Sir Lynden Pindling. 

The FNM speaker called it a 
‘‘scrap gang.” ay 

George Wilson told listeners: 
‘If Lynden Pindling were my 
son and he did in my front 
room tonight what he did, I 
woulda give him.a good cut a-- 
and send him to bed!”’ 

Melvin Grant - President of 
the Torchbearers Association, 
youth arm of the FNM - called 
Prime Minister Sir Lynden 
Pindling’s address: ‘Nothing 
but bull.” 

‘‘Because what we should 
have heard was that ‘by the 
morning I, Lynden Oscar 
Pindling will resign immediate- 
ly’!”? young Grant shouted to 
the cheers of the crowd. 

An enthusiastic throng - 
reaching three to four thousand 
strong - soon covered the park 
and both sidewalks of adjoining 


Blue Hill Road. 

Arlington Butler said today 
would be a big day ‘‘in all of 
our lives.”’ 

‘‘All 1 can say is that he. has 
proven to us that he lacks the 
imagination to run this country. 
He lacks the moral authority to 
even encourage his own 
backbenchers to serve in his 
Cabinet.”’ 

Said Mr Butler: ‘‘He can’t 
even find people in his own 





party to serve in the Govern- 
ment - he can’t find them. 


' That’s why he was only able to 


give one ministry to Norman 
Gay. There was nobody else 


: who would take one. 


‘“‘Now if you consider that 
and you consider his position 
and his role in the country, that 
he as leader for 17 years must 


_ now attempt to lead us with a 


scrap gang. 

**We must tell him now, we 
don’t want any scrap gang, we 
don’t want any leader who 
cannot attract new men and 
good men to run the country.” 

Party leader Kendal Isaacs 
told listeners: ‘‘] don’t know 


. how many of you saw Pindling 
_ on television this evening, but 
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he was really pathetic. _ 

*‘He looked frightened, he 
looked as though he’s lost his 
best friend and of course he had 
lost his best friend because he’d 
lost ‘Mitch’ (AD) Hanna.”’ 

Frank Watson stated that no 
‘“‘finagling’’ with the number of 
Cabinet members ‘‘could con- 
vince us that after 17 years in 
office he is now able to run the 
Government. 

“The man has been a total 
and utter failure,’"’ Mr Watson 
asserted. ‘‘He has changed his 
Cabinets four or five times over 
the last few years but only 
tonight he decide he is gon take 
charge. 

‘‘Where the hell has he been 
over the last 17 years?”’ 

Asked Ed Moxey: ‘‘You 
could imagine L O Pindling 
Minister of Finance? Well great 
God! 

“L O Pindling Minister of 
Finance?”’ he repeated as the 
throng roared with laughter. 

“L © Pindling Minister of 
Finance. You cannot afford tc 
‘leave the cat to take care of the 
_rat!’’ said Mr Moxey, to which 
‘listeners again screamed in 
laughter. 

They were told that no 
sensible investor will invest 
money in the Bahamas as long 
las Sir Lynden heads the Gov- 
ernment. 








Hanna's Silence on Resignation 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 13 Oct 84 pp 1, 13 


[Article by Colin Higgins] 


[Text] 


FORMER Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Fi- 
-Mance Arthur D Hanna - 
commenting that his party’s 
upcoming convention will prob- 
ably be ‘‘hot’’ - assured mem- 
bers of the Anne’s Town branch 
of the Progressive Liberal Party 
that his decision to resign from 
the Cabinet was a considered 
one and not something he 
*‘jumped up and did out of the 
blue.”’ 

He also said that the annual 
convention - slated to begin 
October 22 - will be the time to 
deal with complaints he may 
have about anyone. 

The Anne’s Town Member of 
Parliament, dressed in a light 
tan suit and burgundy coloured 
tie, explained to a group of 
mostly elderly constituents 
gathered in Uriah McPhee 
Primary School on Thursday 
night, his reasons for stepping 
down as Deputy Prime 
Minister, Minister of Finance 
and Government leader in the 
House of Assembly. 

In his letter of resignation 
delivered Monday to Gover- 
nor-General Sir Gerald Cash, 
Mr Hanna said: ‘“‘I have con- 
sulted with a number of my 
Parliamentary colleagues, some 
party officers and some officers 
of the Anne’s Town branch of 
the Progressive Liberal Party, 
members of my family and the 
Prime Minister himself in re- 
spect to certain fundamental 
matters and have determined 
that the only honourable course 
of action for me to take is to 
resign.”’ 

Even before Mr Hanna rose 
to address the crowd - some 60 
to 70 strong - the chairman of 
the meeting assured listeners 
that their representative is still a 
member of the PLP and still its 
Deputy Leader. 

Mr Hanna then rose and 
assured his audience he had 
considered his decision to resign 
before putting it into action. He 


, 


: He said he believes history 
; will say he always tried to do 
' what is right, though he may 
not always have succeeded. 

‘~ Mr Hanna then spoke of the 


said when he made the decision, 
he discussed it with senior 
Officers of the branch and 
others and he felt his audience 
had a right to know the reasons 
behind his action. 

The MP reviewed his political 
career and said he has been with 
the PLP since 1955. He noted 


_ that he first sat in the House as 


a representative for the ‘Far 


- East’’ in 1960. 


- Mr Hanna told listeners he 
- always tried to be honest as 

ar as is humanly possible and 
‘has always tried to represent his 
‘<onstituents to the best of his 
ability. 


September 5, 1983 NBC telecast 


‘alleging corruption in the Gov- 


ernment in relation to protec- 
tion of drug trafficking. He 


elated the appointment of the 


Commission of Inquiry and 

spoke of his concern for the 

deteriorating morale in his party 
‘and the country since then. 

The MP spoke of attacks 
against the party from inside 
the country and outside. 

He said he discussed with 

Prime Minister Sir Lynden 
Pindling certain matters, and - 
while apologising for not re- 
_vealing those matters - added 
that he felt Sir Lynden un- 
derstood and appreciated them. 
' Mr Hanna said he did not ask 
Sir-Lynden to resign as Prime 
Minister. He said that is a 
personal matter which only the 
Prime Minister can decide. 

The Anne’s Town MP said he 
informed the Prime Minister of 
his intention to resign at a time 
convenient for the head of 
State. 

He assured Sir Lynden of his 
support for his Government and 
they ended their discussions as 
friends, listeners were toid. 

The veteran politician praised 
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‘Sir Lynden’s new 


“*streamlined’’ Cabinet - re- 
duced from 13 to 9 members - 
and said his departure was no 
loss to the Government because 
others were there to fill in. 
“One monkey don’t spoil no 
show,”’ the gathering was told. 
Mr Hanna told listeners he 
will continue to work inside and 
outside Parliament for the PLP. 
He said-now that he no longer 
his previous positions, he 
may be able to provide better 
representation for his consti- 
t ° 
Throughout the informal 
address, listeners called out 
their support for Mr Hanna, 


some saying they wanted him to 
resume his per wanted hi re- 
marking lightheartedly that he 
was just on a few weeks 
vacation. 

Mr Hanna referred to Sir 
Lynden’s hope that he might 
resume his positions shortly. He 
indicated that if conditions are 
right, he might do so. 

Listeners were told that the 
party cannot go wrong because 
it represents an ideal. However, 
persons within the party might 
gO wrong, said Mr Hanna. 

He said if party members are 
seen to go “‘off track,’’ they 
must be helped to straighten out 
for the good of the party. 

Mr Hanna spoke of the duty 
of his listeners and hin:self to 
give advice, strengthen the weak 

, and timid in the party and 
generally help those members in 
need of such help. 

‘He said he would not want 
his party to win an election if it 
was not going right but also 
noted that as long as one is 
right, one keeps on winning. 

Mr Hanna told listeners he 
could have kept his positions, 
drawn his salary and ‘‘drifted 
along.” But he said he cannot 
*subscribe”’ to something with 


_ which he is in ‘‘fundamental”’ 


disagreement. 
He asked listeners what was 
the use of holding onto posi- 











tions and ‘‘covering up’’ in 
order to obtain something. 

hf_r Hanna - noting he has a 
responsibility extending beyond 
his Anne’s Town constituents to 
all the people of the Bahamas - 


_ promised to strive to be as 


honest as is humanly possible. 


_ He said he will strive so that 


. 


when he is no longer on the 
political scene, no one will be 


; ashamed of his political life. 


Early in Mr Hanna’s address 


. to his branch, Free National 


oe 





Movement candidate for St 
Barnabas Ed Moxey - a former 
PLP Parliamentarian - was 
shown to a front row seat. 

This started a series of 
comments from a section of the 
audience which cried out: 
**Muscle ‘and Guts!’’ and 
**Moxey want to come back!”’ 

Mr Hanna expressed the 


. party’s willingness to accept Mr 


Moxey back if he were to say: 
“Father, forgive me.”’ 
An officer of the branch later 


rose to tell Mr Hanna that there 


; was one ‘‘goat’’ amidst the 


gathering but all others in 
attendance were PLP’s. 

Mr Hanna leaned ove and 
whispered something to the 
officer who again rose to say 
that he wanted to correct 
himself. 

He said there were actually 
two non-PLP’s present and the 
second might be even worse 
than Mr Moxey. 

When the PLP branch officer 
pointed a finger and called out: 
‘“‘Tribune reporter!’’ the room 
exploded with laughter and cries 
-of shock. 

Grievances against The 
Tribune were then aired and the 
reporter was cautioned to 
**write it good.”” 

He was told he was not only 
dealing with Mr Hanna but with 
the people of Anne’s Town. 

However, a lighthearted at- 
mosphere prevailed throughout, 
‘with one branch officer pre- 
dicting two more resignations as 
a result of the Thursday night 
‘meeting - those of Mr Moxey 
and The Tribune reporter. 


Adderley Remarks 
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[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Text ] 


ATTORNEY General Paul 
Adderley said today he would 
have ‘‘absoluteiy no problem 
at all’’ conducting an im- 
partial prosecution if the 
Commission of Inquiry reports 
unfavourably against the 
Prime Minister or any member 
of Government. 

The statement by Mr 
Adderley, who is also Minister 
of Education, a post he was 
moved to from the Foreign 
Ministry last Tuesday in a 
Cabinet shake-up, came as he 
answered questions from re- 
porters during a press confer- 
ence this afternoon at his office 
on the fourth floor of the Post 
Office Building. 

Mr Adderley had called the 
_ press conference to communi- 
cate to the public his un- 
derstanding of functions and 
responsibilities of the office of 


Attorney General and to appeal 
to political leaders to reject 
extra-legal and extra- 
parliamentary tactics, which can 
affect the integrity of the 
Commission. 

The Attorney General was 
asked: ‘‘In view of your close 
association with the Govern- 
ment - especially the leading 
role that you took at the PLP’s 
“Law and Order’’ rallies to 
defend the Prime Minister and 
Government last year against 
the NBC allegations even before 
the evidence was taken - do you 
feel that you can impartially 
conduct a prosecution if the 
Commission reports un- 
favourably against the Prime 
Minister or any member of 
Government?”’ 

“Oh yes, no problem with 
that...absolutely no problem at 


_all,”’ the Attorney General re- 
plied. 
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Asked whether he can make 
an impartial decision on 
whether to prosecute should the 
Public Disclosure Commission 
submit a complaint against the 
Prime Minister for non dis- 
closure under the Public Dis- 
closure Act, Mr Adderley said 
the question was based on the 
wrong premise. 

“You need to jook at the Act 
again to see where the authority 
lies with regard to public 
disclosure and the Commission, 
1 would -not have thought, 
would be dealing with a matter 
with which there is some other 
statutory body which has re- 
sponsibility and the Public Dis- 
closure Commission is the 
authority which has responsibil- 
ity for public disclosure mat 
ters. So your premise is 
wrong,’” he said. 

It would seem that Mr 
Adderley misunderstood the 








question. 

Asked whether any reason 
was given for the postponment 
of the Commission’s report by 
three months, Mr Adderley 
replied: ‘‘No. It was the...the 
date was the 28th of September 
and the Commission quite un- 
equivocally (said) that they were 
not in a position to report by 
the 28th of September and 
‘ requested an extension of that 
time.”’ 

“‘And after | had extensive 
discussions with the commis- 
sioners myself, we decided to 
put it the 3lst of December, 
hoping that they would do so as 
soon as possible,’’ he said. 

**My own guestimation is that 
i expect it sometime in 
December,’’ he said. ‘‘I hope it 
will be early in December but | 
can’t be sure because | don’t 
control that and I don’t think 
they have any sort of special 
control.’’ 

**They can’t set a deadline for 
themselves either, it is just that 
it was impossible for them to do 
it by the end of September, it 
was impossible for them to do it 


by the end of October, it was 
impossible for them to do it in 
November so we went to the 
end of December so there would 
be no suggestion that there 
would be any further extension 
of time,’’ he said. 

“*So they were given, I think, 
more time than they would 
really need and that is why I 
think they will perhaps...the 
report will be ready sometime in 
December,”’ he said. 

Questioned as to what his 
position as Attorney General, 
based on the Commission’s 
findings, would be Mr Adderley 
said: ‘‘I will have to look at it 
and see what I may have to 
consider doing as a result of any 
findings which they have come 
to and what any of the evidence 
may lead me to. 

**A great deal of evidence has 
been led before them and 
obviously some of it is not more 
important and significant than 
others but I will have to look at 
it all,’’ he said. ‘‘l’ve read most 
of it already but i will have to 
look at it all and see exactly 


Protest Letter to Isaacs 
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[Text ] 


WHILE FNM leader Kendal 
Isaacs was at the Magistrate’s 
Court this morning, a handful 
of placard carrying persons, 
headed by Donald ‘‘Nine’”’ 
Rolle, arrived at his chambers, 
posed for ZNS cameras, left a 
letter, then disappeared. 

Many members of Mr Isaac’s 
staff did not know they were 
there. However, one saw a 
placard with the message ‘‘The 
People have Spoken - 11:32” -a 
reference to the 1982 general 
elections when Bahamians re- 
turned 32 government members 
to the House of Assembly 
against 1! Opposition members. 

The Citizens Committee for 
Civil Rights and ‘‘Nine’’ Rolle - 
an ardent supporter of Prime 
Minister Lynden Pindling and a 
close friend of American 
fugitive Robert Vesco - usually 
turn up when the Government Is 


under pressure from the Op- 
position. The group come out 
to offset Opposition de- 
monstrations against the Prime 
Minister. 

About 10 o’clock this morn- 
ing, Rolle went into the FNM 
leader’s office and asked to see 
him. At the time Mr Isaacs’ 
nephew and law partner, Mr 


Oswald Isaacs walked into the 


reception area. Rolle handed 
Oswald Isaacs a letter addressed 
to the FNM leader. He told Mr 
Isaacs that his uncle ‘‘seemed 
intent on confrontation’’, but 
he wanted to warr the FNM 
leader against ihis course of 
action. He said if the FNM 
wanted confrontation then the 
Prime Minister had supporters 
who could provide it. Rolle left 
the office. 

In his letter, signed by Rolle 
as chairman of the Citizens 
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what conclusions they have 
arrived at and whether or not as 
a result of those conciusions, ! 
am obliged to take any 


_ particular action of any -kind 


and look at the evidence which 
has been led before them on 
which indeed they may not have 
arrived at any findings.’’ 

‘“‘Any evidence...any evi- 
dence...I can’t ignore any evi- 
dence which...any of the evi- 
dence really which has been put 
before it,’’ he said. 

Asked if the findings are 
definitely going to be made 
public, he replied: ‘‘Oh ves, oh 
yes, there's no question about 
that. I wish people would really 
stop speculating about that.”’ 

Mr Adderley said that his 
statement that his first duty as 
Attorney General is to consider 
the public intcrest which must 
override considerations such as 
loyalty to any ministerial col- 
league who might be the focus 
of inquiry, meant exactly what 
it said. 

But he declined to anticipate 
anything in connection with the 
Commission. 


Committee, Mr Isaacs, a former 
Attorney General, was told that 
‘*free speech, majority rule, due 
parliamentary process and 
freedom of opportunity are 
fundamental civil rights.”’ 

Rolle said that ‘‘officers and 
members of the Free National! 
Movement, through an orga- 
nized programme of gradually 


increasing terror, are trying to 


impose the will of a wealthy 
minority upon the Parliament 
and people of the Bahamas. 

‘*The Citizens Committee for 
Civil Rights this day puts the 
members of this minority party 
in general and its leader Mr 
Kendal G L Isaacs in particular, 
on notice that this plan wil! 
never succeed,”’’ continued the 
Rolle letter. 

“The Bahamian majority in 
this country have struggled far 
too long to secure their rights to 











let these rights be stolen by a 


_white collar party controlled by 


whites for the benefit of the 
well-to-do.” 

He put Mr Isaacs on notice 
that he was‘being held ‘‘directly 
responsible for the current 
campaign of mounting terror 
and for the economic ruin and 
social injury that must follow 


*‘We, the Citizens’ Commit- 
tee for Civil Rights, very 
urgently recommend to Mr 
Isaacs that he retreat from the 
edge of this precipice. We urge 
that he respect the rules of 
democracy and obey the 
supreme, sovereign will of the 
people. The current activities of 





the Free National Movement 


it...” He said that the ‘‘national 
assembly will function and the 
duly elected representatives of 
the people will serve their 
constituencies : without fear - 
come hell or high tide.”’ 

His letter concluded: 


| strikes at the very heart of 
‘democracy. The Citizens’ 
Committee for Civil Rights very 
urgently recommends to Mr 
| Isaacs that he hear the people 
speak before he sees the people 
act.”’ 





FNM Warning on Rolle 
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[Text] THE Free National Movement 


CSO: 


t 


‘today warned the press and 


public to be wary of Donald 


, **Nine”’ Rolle and his Citizens 


Committee for Civil Rights. 
The FNM called Rolle’s ‘‘so- 
called’? committee a ‘‘PLP- 
front and mud-raking outfit,” 
whose purpose is to “‘threaten 
and malign the FNM and its 
leaders.”’ 

Yesteray Rolle and a handful 
of members of this committee 
delivered a letter to the law 


(chambers of FNM Leader 


Kendal Isaacs. In the letter he 
warned the FNM against ‘‘con- 
frontation’’ politics. 

He claimed in his letter that 


'*‘officers and members of the 
‘Free National Movement, 


through an organized pro- 
gramme of gradually in- 
‘creasinag terror, are trying to 
‘impose the will of a wealthy 
minority upon the Parliament 
and people of the Bahamas.”” — 
Following is the text of the 
FNM statement, released today: 
“It is not the intention of the 
‘Free National Movement to 
enter into a debate with Donald 
“Nine”’ Rolle, Peter Gilcud and 
‘their so-called Citizens Com- 
mittee for Civil Rights. 
i ‘This outfit reminds us very 
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much of Sammy ‘“‘Daddyo”’ | 


**We say to Nine Rolle and 


Miller, William ‘‘Life’’ Curtis, | Peter Gilcud that if there is a 
| ‘wealthy minority’ who are 


Barry Thompson and _ their 
ill-reputed and _ ill-fated so- 
called National Progressive 
Committee. 


! 


‘*We believe that the purpose | 


of the Nine Rolle group is the 
same as was the purpose of the 
Daddyo Miller group, namely 
to threaten and malign the 
FNM and its leaders. They are 
all puppets and we have no 
doubt that they are on the 
strings of the same puppeteers. 

‘We warn the press and the 
public to be wary of this 
PLP-front mud-raking outfit 
and to dismiss the unfounded 
and stupid statements they have 
made and no doubt will con- 
tinue to make. 

‘“‘We are not surprised of 
course, that ZNS was on the 
scene when Nine Rolle and his 
group staged their demonstra- 
tion outside the business office 
of our Leader, Mr Kendal G.L. 
Isaacs. We ask the public to 
contrast this with ZNS’s regular 
unfair and biased attitude 
toward the official Opposition. 
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trying to impose their will on 
the Bahamas then they must be 
the likes of Carlos Lehder who 
imposed his will on Norman's 
Cay and those who allowed him 
to do so. 

“If there is a campaign of 
terror it must certainly be the 
terror of cocaine and heroin 
which has been let loose 
amongst us and which threatens 
to destroy our young people 
and our country along with 
them. 

‘*As for investor confidence, 
it should be clear to everyone 
now that this is badly damaged 
by hordes of con artists, 
leeches, bagmen and 
bloodsuckers who swarm. all 
over investors in the Bahamas.’’ 
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IDB 19&4 REPORT NOTES FAVORABLE ECONOMIC OUTLOOK 
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[Ilxcerpts] Nassau, 30 Oct--The Bahamas’ 1984-25 economic prospects look 
00d, according to the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB). 


the strong performance of the main foreif¢n exchange earner, tourism, is ex- 
pected to continue, the bank said in its 1984 report. just released. At the 
Sumé time, the bank aoted there are good chances of a further diversification 
of the economy of the chain of Caribbean islands. 


During, the first six months of this year, lonp-stay tourist arrivals in the 
bahamas totalled 089,260 against 669,473 for the same period last year--an 
increase of 4.3 percent. 


the IBD reports said that real income in the countries belonging to the Or- 
fauisation tor Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). which provide 
the major demand for bahamian tourism, is expected to grow. 


Complementing the hotel complex is a series of infrastructure projects de- 
sipned to improve tourist amenities of the Bahamas. The bank said that the 
expansion of the Nassau International Airport should alleviate passenger 
congestion, while the construction of the Exuma Airport should improve access 
to the Family Islands and expand tourism there. 


The bank said that for the first time last year, the number of visitors to the 
Bahamas exceeded two million, an increase of approximately 15 percent over 
1952. and tourist expenditure totaled more than 700 million U.S. dollars, up 
ll percent. 


these increases in visitors and expenditures were achieved despite the con- 
tinued strength of the U.S. dollar, which circulates at par with the Bahamian 
dollar, and thus makes vacations in the Bahamas more expensive than those in 
countries whose currency has depreciated relative to that of the United States. 
They also happened despite the Bahamas not receiving the favoured tax treat- 
ment for conventions the United States affords competing Caribbean destin- 
ations (Jamaica and Mexico). 
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The performance of construction last year was mixed. While the number of 
permits and building starts were up slightly compared with 1932, their 
values were down by almost 40 percent. Building colupletions, on the other 
hand, were up in both aumber and value. 


Sales of the manufacturing sector expanded in 1983 to 15 million dollars, a 
15 percent nominal increase over 1982, in spite of the low capacity utiliza- 
tion of the oil refinery and the cement plant, two of the largest industries 
in the Bahamas. 


The increased output came from the more traditional industries, including 
those serving the domestic market. The financial system, which included 133 
Eurocurrency branches at the end of September last year, is estimated to have 
contributed 100 million dollars to the Bahamas' economy last vear. Of this 
amount, salaries for approximately 3,900 employees and goverament fees ac- 
counted for half, and administrative expenses and real property for the re- 
mainder. 


The loss of international banking activities resulting from the establishment 
of International Banking Facilities (IFF's) in the United States was aot as 
ereat as originally feared. 


As a proportion of exports of goods and services, debt service payments on 
the external public debt have remained below three percent. Towever., in 1934 
these payments will almost double to 48 million dollars and remain at the in- 
creased level for another eight years, the bank said. 


Given the inelasticity of tax revenues, this level of payments could entail 
reduced funding of government programmes or increased public indebtecaness. 


Unlike other non-oil producing states, the Bahamas has not had to service a 
large foreign debt, and has thus been able to focus on policias for stimulat- 
ing economic growth and diversification. 


In the government's continuing effort to diversify the economy and achieve 
self-sufficiency, agro-industrial projects have been accorded high priority. 
The fish-landing terminal, in partial operation since mid-1973, was formally 
opened in the first quarter of this year. 


The terminal, coupled with the greater availability of credit to small] fisher- 
men, should help ensure a larger fish catch, more exports, and increased 
foreign exchange earnings this year. 


Expectations are high that the Bahamas will complete negotiations with the 
United States for a military installation on Andros Island. A treaty aprer- 
ment could bring an estimated 100 million dollars to the Pahamian treasury, 
an amount that could finance major development projects, the bank said. 


CSO: 3298/134 
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COUNTRY CONTINUES TO IMPORT 80 PERCENT OF FOOD SUPPLY 
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[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Text ] 


UNDER normal storage han- 
dling and . distribution condi- 
tions, the present food supply in 
the Bahamas can .feed the 
population in New Providence 
and Grand Bahama for a 
‘‘mere’’ four to five weeks, 
Minister of Economics, 
Agriculture and Fisheries, 
Alfred Maycock revealed on 
Wednesday. 

Declaring that 80 per cent of 
the national food requirements 
are satisfied from outside, Mr 
Maycock said that United Na- 
tions Food and Agricultural 
Organization (FAO) have con- 
cluded over dependence by 
countries on food and soil can 
become a serious threat to their 
national sovereignty. 

Mr Maycock, who had the 
Agriculture and Fisheries 
portfolio added to his ministry 
during a Cabinet shuffle 
October 9, was delivering the 
main address on the third night 
of the 29th annual convention 
of the ruling PLP in the Polaris 
Hall of the Holiday Inn Hotel 
on Paradise Island. 

Although a large crowd of 
delegates, members and sup- 
porters of the party were 
present, there were not many of 
Mr Maycock’s ministerial col- 
leagues inside or outside the 
convention hall to hear his 
address. 

‘‘In this country, our food 
and nutrition programme 
ensure that Bahamians will have 
a proper and well-balanced diet 
for good health,’’ Mr Maycock 
said. ‘‘However, it will be 
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extremely serious if we do not 
recognize that 80 per cent of 
our national food requirements 
are satisfied from outside.”’ 

“*In fact,’’ he said, ‘‘regional 
and global meetings of the Food 
and Agricultural Organization 
of the United Nations have 
concluded that there are 
countries over dependent on 
food and soil. That over de- 
pendence is a serious threat to 
their national sovereignty.”’ 

“‘We produce far too little 
even though we recognize that 
we are free. It is estimated that 
as we now exist, that under 
normal. storage handling and 


distribution circumstances, the 


present food supply can feed 
the population in New Pro- 
vidence and Grand Bahama for 
a mere four or five weeks,’’ he 
said. 

*‘What would happen if our 
shipping were interrupted? 
What would happen if the 
companies which supply us with 
food stuff suddenly develop 
problems and can no longer do 
so? We all agree that we 
produce far too little,’’ the 
Minister said. 

He said that on examination 
of the use of available agricul- 
tural land at very high potential 
will show that there are 238,000 
acres and only about 28 acres of 
that land are in actual food 
production. 

“‘The high cost of land 
preparation and food produc- 
tion in the developed countries 
makes it imminently possible 
for Bahamians to earn a 
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handsome living in 
agriculture,’’ he said. 

He said that in the past 
decade, the value of Bahamian 
agricultural production has 
more than tripled from $9 
million in 1972 to $30 million in 
1982. 

Mr Maycock said that in a 
recent FAO publication, it was 
noted that the Bahamas was 
only one of 20 countries to raise 
its Output by an average of four 
per cent o1 more in the 1970’s 
and the only country in the 
Latin American region to 
exceed that four per cent target. 

‘*‘With that kind of 


accomplishment, I will pause 


here and certainly offer my 
congratulations to the 
Honourable George A Smith 
(who resigned October 8 as 
Minister of Agriculture, Fish- 
eries and Local Government), 
for inspiring such a tremendous 
effort,’? Mr Maycock said. 

The Minister said that in the 
other food preducing area of 
Fisheries, the country is 
harvesting not more than one- 
third of the possible catch of 
our marine resources. 

‘*It is therefore obvious again 
that there is much land to 
conquer here, that there is scope 
for greater development,’’ he 
said. ‘‘We must reassess our 
value systems in this context if 
we are to achieve the greater 
benefits that await us.”’ 

‘*It is against this background 
that action must be taken 
swiftly towards the expansion 
of food production systems in 
agriculture and fisheries. It is an 
effort in which every Bahamian 
is called upon to become in- 
volved,” he said. 

‘*There can be no shirking of 
our collective and individual 
responsibility in this matter,”’ 
he said, adding that what is 
most necessary is an adjustment 





in our own attitude towards the 
traditional means of food pro- 


. duction. 


According to the Minister, 
Bahamians must recognize that 
dignity is in farming and fish- 
ing. 

“‘I] repeat, there are active 
and rewarding prospects for 
Bahamians who are prepared to 
commit themselves towards the 
development of food producing 
ventures,” he said. 

He said the objectives of the 
National Food Policy have 
already been defined and in- 
clude the provision of an 
adequate supply of nutritious 
food for all Bahamians for the 
reduction as much as possible 
dependence on imported food. 

He said that the policy is also 
to expand the country’s food 
production efforts for the 
export market and to use 
agriculture and fisheries for the 
creation of employment. 

‘The full development of 
agriculture and agro-industrial 
activities can in no way only be 
undertaken by the Govern- 
ment,”’ he said. ‘‘Therefore, the 
cooperation of the private 
sector, particularly the banking 
commuinity, is an essential.”’ 

‘*Indeed, there are some areas 
in this sector which are open 
also to non-Bahamian investors, 
particularly where those pro- 
jects will be developed 
specifically for the export 
market,”’ the Minister said. 

‘Problems of this nature 
have added the opportunity for 
job creation for Bahamians in 
addition to the possibility of 
direct participation by 
Bahamians in these ventures,” 
he said. 

The Minister reminded 
Bahamians that there is poten- 
tial for them to be investors in 
agro-industrial activity. 





TRADE ACTIVITY, ECONOMIC OUTPUT REGISTER SOME GAINS 


Projects With Venezuela 
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{Text ] 


Se apy and pee ape wa ~ 
anning to assist each other in- 
the expansion of their sugar in- 
dustries. 

In addition, Venezuela, which 
is well known for the production 
of fruits, will be giving Barbados 
special help in this area. 

This was revealed yesterday 
after a meeting at the coo 
Agriculture, between Dr. 
Richard Cheltenham and the 
Venezuelan ambassador, Mr. 
Jose de Jesusosio. 

Dr. Cheltenham, after the 
meeting, said: ‘“‘We reviewed 


Venezuela/Barbados relations 
generally and we looked at the 
possibilities in the area of 
agriculture. Some time ago 
Venezuela had expressed an in- 
terest in taking any surplus Bar- 
badian sugar and we took that 
back up and we are going to con- 
tinue to look at it. 

“We have also been trying to 
sell our Carib Harvester to 
Venezuela.” 

The Carib Harvester is a local- 
ly designed and manufactured 
mechanical sugar harvester 
which is specially suited to the 


reaping of sugar cane in the 
Caribbean and countries with 
similar features. a. 
The machinery was designed 
by Barbadian scientist, Dr. Colin 
Hudson, and has been sold in a 


- number of Caribbean and extra 


regional countries. 

On the other hand, the 
Venezuelan ambassador said 
that as Barbados was far ad- 
vanced in eliminating disease 
which had plagued sugar in- 
dustries in a number of othar 
countries, including Venezuela, 
he would be seeking local 


assistance in this area. 

Dealing with fruit production, 
Dr. Cheltenham, said the 
Venezuelan ambassador had 
SS assistance and Bar- 

dos would definitely be taking 
“up the offer. ° 

This should greatly assist the 
ministry in its effort to produce 
all the fruit requirements of the 
country by 1987, Dr. Cheltenham 
added. Barbados is being 
assisted in the development of an 
orchard programme by the 
Agriculture and _ Food- 
International Consulting 


Organisation (AFCO) and the 
European Development Fund 


Some fruits already being ex- 
perimented with, mainly in the 
Scotland District under the aegis 
of the Soil Conservation Unit, are 
cherries, guavas, mangoes and 
pineapples. 

Orchards are also to be 
established at Graeme Hall, in 
Christ Church, Bath, in St. John, 
and Codrington, in St. Michael. 
In addition, 62 000 fruit trees 
have been purchased from the 
Soil Conservation Unit. 


26 


BARBADOS 








Venezuelan Envoy's Remarks 
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[Article by Norman Faria] 


[Text ] 


Possibilities of improved economic ties, a resumption of air links 
and increased cultural exchanges have been promised by Venezuela’s 
_ newly appointed Ambassador to Barbados, Mr. Jose de Jesus Osio. 
~ Inan interview with the Barbados Advocate, Mr. Osio said that the 

continuation of and improving upon trading ties formed the main 
ank of Caracas’ willingness to maintain close and mutually 


eficial relations between the 


. country. 


“An important aspect of these 
economic ties is of course the 
continued assistance from-us in the 
development of your oil and gas 
industry. We are very. interested 
that the present agreement that 
now exists between the two 
countries, and renewed last August 
for a further five years, should 
continue,”’ the Ambassador said 
about the treaty which allows 
Barbados to buy crude oil from 
Venezuela or Mexico at a price 
below that of the world rate. 

Mr. Osio explained that Venezuela is 
ready to increase the importation of 
“certain goods and items’’ from the 
region, including Barbados. He, 
however, pointed out that because his 
country is part of the Andean Pact 
economic grouping (comprising the 
countries of Venezueia, Columbia, 
Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia) there 
would have to be more involved than 
just bi-lateral (country to country) 
negotiations on the matter. 

_At present, trade between Venezuela 
and Barbados is lopsided with those 
Venezuelan goods coming into the 
island far outstripping what local ex- 
porters sent down south. Among ex- 
ports going to the South American 
country are ready-made dresses and 
rum; besides the oil, Venezuelan firms 
currently export to the island quantities 
of industrial goods such as fishing nets. 
‘One of the ventures which Mr. Osio 
said could definitely produce tangigle 
benefits for the island’s economy in the 
near future is the resumption of air 
links to the island. Mr. Osio revealed 
that the twice weekly flights of the 
Venezuelan airline Viasa will be 
resumed “next year’ following their 
cessation in March this year. He also 
said that there was a possibility of a 
domestic airline in his country, 
Aeropostal, making stops here. 

. The Ambassador’s promise comes 





island and the South American 


against the background of a steady 
decline (down from 5 411 in 1980 to 2 330 
last year) in Venezuelan tourists to 
Barbados over the last five years. 

In describing the reasons for the fall 
in visitor arrivals, the diplomat said 
that it was mainly due to the declining 
value over the last few years of the 
Venezuelan currency, the Bolivar, in 
relation to the US dollar. 

However, he said that things are 
improving in this respect. 

“‘With the recent rescheduling of our 
foreign debt under exceptionally good 
circumstances, we hope the value of 
our currency will improve even further, 
thereby allowing more of our citizens to 
travel abroad. At present and in the 
immediate past it is just too costly for 
Venezuelans to go abroad,” said Mr. 
Osio, adding that Barbados has aiways 
been a traditional holiday spot for 
Venezuelans. 

The Ambassador also disclosed that 
Venezuela will be in need of assistance 
from the Barbados tourist sector in 
helping the South American country of 
17 million get its fledgling tourist in- 
dustry off the ground. 

He noted that one of the aims of the 
new Democratic Action government of 
President Jaime Lusinchi in Caracas is 
to build up a viable tourist plant. 

‘“‘We hope too that Barbadian tourists 
will also come to our country and meet 
the warmth and friendliness of our 
people, examine our rich cultural 

eritage and enjoy the country’s ex- 
cellent natural beauties,” he said. 

“Another possibility for an im- 
provement in our economic assistance 
to you is the granting of fishing licences 
for some of your larger fishing boats to 
fish in Venezuelan waters for such 
catches as ~——. As you may know 
we have rich fishing grounds off our 


shores and we have granted such 
licences to other countries in the past,”’ 
he explained. 





Food Import Figures 
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[Text ] 


Barbados’ economic output for the 
‘ first half of this year was three and a 
half per cent above the level for the 
same period last year, the Barbados 
Central Bank has reported. 

In a review of the country’s economic 
performance for the first half of this 
year the Bank in its report said sugar 
production increased by 18 per cent 
while tourist arrivals maintained their 
first quarter momentum to reach a 
growth rate of 10.5 per cent by the end 
of June. 

The Bank said that in spite of a 
continued upward trend in the sales of 
electronic components, manufacturing 
output remained sluggish and regional 
‘trade restrictions resulted in a con- 
traction of eo in the sector. 

Inflation moderated to almost one 
half the rate to June last year. 


The Central Bank said also that 
Government's fiscal deficit was $17 
million lower in the period January to 
June this year than in the correspon- 
ding period last year. It noted, however 
that last year’s deficit reflected the $24 
million purchase of the assets of Mobil 
Explorations in Barbados. 

e major source of financing this 
deficit shifted to the domesiic market. 
Bank credit to Government increased 
slightly, while growth in private sector 
credit was sustained resulting in a 
modest overall increase in domestic 
credit. 

In other update on the economy, the 
Central Bank said the country’s 
balance of payments recorded an 
estimated $2 million surplus, in con- 
trast to the $15 million surplus during 
the first half of last year. 


Cooperation With Guyana 
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{Text } 


THE Barbados Government is 
working toward the setting up of 
a fisheries project with Guyana, 
in a effort to recoup some of the 
money owed it under the now 
non-functional CARICOM Multi- 
lateral Clearing Facility (CMCF). 


This disclosure was made yester- 
day morning by Prime Minister Tom 
Adams as he addressed the tenth 
meeting of the Caribbean Association 
of Indigenous Banks at the Government 
Conference Centre, Wildey, St. 
Michael. 

After giving a very thorough break- 
down of the role indigenous banks in 
the region should play in development, 
Mr. Adams said: 


‘In addition, discussions have recently been 
taking ge between Barbados and Guyana 
about the possibility of joint promotion of a 
fisheries project. 

“This is in an effort on the part of our two 
countries to do something positive about the im- 
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passe over the CMCF and I feel sure there is a | 


significant role in these areas for active par- 
ticipation by respective indigenous banks.” 

Mr. Adams told his audience, too, it had been 
considered there was scope for further joint ven- 
ture projects between Bar 
Tobago, such as CARICARGO and the Arawak 
Cement Company. 

Mr. Adams said that his Government and that 
of Trinidad and Tobago have been able to identify 
and implement a number of important, regional, 
jointly-owned projects. 

He mentioned CARICARGO as one. He said 
this company provides a vital link in the move- 
ment of goods between North America and the 
Caribbean. He also cited the Arawak Cement 
Company which is now in operation. He con- 
tinued, ‘Despite facing extremely unfavourable 
marketing conditions, Arawak has been suc- 
cessful in building up the level of exports and is 
now a major supplier to the countries of the 
Eastern Caribbean."’ 

Mr. Adams said “‘in both these cases, the in- 
digenous banks of the respective countries have 
played an important role in providing banking ser- 
vices and in supporting these institutions. 


“It is considered there is scope for the further | 


development of joint ventures between Barbados 
and Trinidad and Tobago,"’ Mr. Adams stated. 
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Increase in Exports 
FL201844 Bridgetown CANA in English 2301 GMT 19 Oct 84 
[Report by Irvine Reid] 


[Text] Bridgetown, 19 Oct (CANA)--Barbados, boosted by a strong performance 
by electronic components, mineral fuels, and lubricants, increased the value 
of its exports by mre than 60 percent in the first half of 1984, figures re- 
leased today by the government's statistical service showed. 


Exports rose by 155.3 million dollars (one Bds dollar; 50 U.S. dollars {[sic]) 
from 243 million dollars over the first six months of 1983 to 398.3 million 
dollars this year. 


Exports of machinery and transport equipment, mainly electronic components, 
went up by 66.2 million dollars totalling 176.7 million dollars from January to 
June. Last year's figure was 110.5 million dollars. 


Foreign sales of mineral fuels and lubricants increased by 60.4 million dollars 
from 12.2 million dollars to 72.6 million dollars. 


Imports also increased. Barbados bought 655 million dollars up from 551.1 mil- 
lion dollars for the same period last year. 


Exports to the 13-member Caribbean Community (Caricom) rose by 5.3 million 
dollars from 66.3 million dollars during the first six months of last year to 
71.6 million dollars. 


Imports from Caricom also rose by 14.6 million dollars when Barbados imported 
81.8 million dollars worth of goods as against 67.2 million dollars for 
January-June last year. 


Exports to non-Caricom countries rose by 150 million dollars, reaching 326.7 mil- 
lion, up from 176.7 million dollars. 


Of the three other more developed countries in the Caribbean Common Market, 
only Cuyana showed an improvement in trade following a barter arrangement be- 
tween the governments of Barbados and Guyana. 


Barbados exports to Guyana during the first six months of this year rose by 
12.1 million dollars moving from 1.6 million dollars to 13.7 million dollars 
for the first six months of this year. 


Imports from Georgetown increased by 1.5 million dollars from 1.9 million dollars 
to 3.4 million dollars. 


The value of exports to Trinidad and Tobago dropped by 5.7 miilion dollars, 
totalling 40.7 million dollars, reflecting the trade difficulties between the 


two countries. 








However, Barbados imported 11.9 million dollars more in goods from Trinidad 


when imports moved from 50.2 i ? : 
ks soak: m million dollars in 1983 to 62.1 million dollars 


oe to Jamaica were down 3.6 million dollars from 8.2 million dollars in 
rst six months of last year to 4.6 million dollars this year, while 


imports were up by .6 million doll ; / 
10.1 million dollars. ars moving to 10.7 million dollars from 


at value of exports to the United Kingdom during the first six months of 
is year rose by 25.9 million dollars from 17.7 million dollars last 
to 43.6 million dollars this year. o— 


os the U.K. during the first six months of this year were down by 
° ion dollars moving from 56 million dollars for the same period this year 


Ey tice an six months of this year Barbados sold the United States 
-/ million dollars in goods as against 71.2 million dollars for the same 


period last year, an increase of 57.5 million dollars. 


Imports from the U.S. during the same 
oS. period rose by 64.7 million d 
247.7 million dollars in 1983 to 312.4 million dollars this wae. acme 


St John on ACP~EEC Talks 
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[Article by Jewel Brathwaite] 


[Text ] 


Barbados and other African, 
Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) 


. States will have to continue to fight 


for what they regard as necessary 
“if their partnership with Europe 
is to be worthwhile.”’ 

Deputy Prime. Minister, Mr. 
Bernard St. John told this toa news 
conference yesterday following the 
recent talks between the ACP and 
the European Economic Com- 
munity (EEC) for a successor 


-agreement to the Second Lome 


Convention. 


The talks in Brussels, Belgium, 


concluded without an agreement being 


reached. The successor agreement is to 


‘be signed on December 7 while the 


existing pact—Lome II — will expire 
next March. 
Mr. St. John, who is also Trade and 


‘Industry Minister, said the ACP 
negotiators went to Brussels with about 


20 outstanding points but agreement 


‘had been reached on only half of them. 


Among the unsettled matters was the 


question of financial assistance to the 
ACP states. 


30 


He told the Press that the ACP had 


‘been requesting a total aid package of 
‘about 12 billion Euro 
‘Units (ECU) but the EEC had offered 


an Currency 


only eight billion ECU. 


' Of the 12 billion ECUs the ACP was 


seeking, some 10 billion would be 


contained in the pews: provision of 
the convention and two billion from the 


European Investment Bank (EIB). 

He said the ACP had rejected the 
offer. The other outstanding areas Mr. 
St. John pointed out related to trade, 
rules of origin, policy dialogue, human 
rights, transport and communication, 
protocol on rum, & protocol governing 
industrial products, and general 
principles of the convention and its 
structure. 

‘So that all in all one could say it was 
very disappointing that we were not 
able to conclude an agreement,” Mr. 
St. John said. 

“We have strong sentiments that if 
we are to provide the EEC with a 
convention which they will use all over 
the world for their maximum ad- 
vantage they must understand the 
convention has provision which takes 
into account the fact that this part- 








nership was going on for over 10 years 
and the ACP’s position on trade and aid 
was deteriorating,” Mr. St. John said. 

In putting its case for a better deal 
Mr. St. John said the ACP had taken a 
number of matters into consideration. 

‘These included increased population 
as more States had joined ACP 
grouping mg ey ates convention 
was signed; 0 asing power 
as a result of inflation; and the new 
convention had envisaged new 
programmes and projects. 

He said the ACP had whittled down 
some of its original demands and had 
been trying to reach a reasonable 
position. 

oe terms of aid and rules of origin 

i the EEC was very unreasonable,” Mr. 

| St. John said. 


cso: 3298/105 
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BELIZE 


PAPER CALLS FOR INVESTIGATION OF LOCAL DRUG OPERATION 
Belize City THE BEACOM in English 6 Oct 84 p 2 
[Editorial] 


[Text] RECENTLY the United States Drug Enforcement Administration released 
information disclosing the existence of a 2.2 billion dollar drug organisa- 
tion. The matter was given international media coverage. Belize was men- 

tioned prominently in the news. 


The accusation specifically named a very Ligh ranking member of the Belize 
Police Force, 


Government promised an inquiry into the matter. Many months have passed yet 
nothing has been said about the inquiry. The public does not even know whether 
it has begun. And the public has a right to know. 


This particular incident has given Belize a bad reputation and Belizeans at 

home and abroad are naturally concerned about it. We cannot say whether the 
man is guilty or not. But this is exactly why the inquiry should have been 

completed with deliberate haste. 


If guilty the culprit should pay the penalty. If not guilty his name should 
be cleared. 


Let there be no doubt that Belizeans are understandably annoyed at the whole 
thing. 


We cannot give the appearance that this country will cover up criminal ac- 
tivities. 


Let us therefore have this matter concluded immediately. 


CSO: 3298/112 
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BELIZE 


SPRAYING OF GANJA, UNDER U.S. PRESSURE, IMPAIRS FOOD OUTPUT 
Belize City THE BEACON in English 29 Sep 84 p 1 


[Text] ACCORDING to agricultural experts, the current cronic shortage of 
rice that hit the local market just before Independence Day, is a direct 
result of damage caused by spraying of marijuana fields with the dangerous 
substance called paraquat. 


When Belmopan, pressured by U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency officials, agreed to 
allow the widespread spraying operations, fears were immediately expressed by 
the farming community that the substance would cause damage to crops and live- 
stock. It was these very fears that caused a number of courts in the U.S.A. 
to issue injunctions barring the use of paraquat in that country. 


A government Information Service release issued on Tuesday blamed the short- 
age of rice on inclement weather and flooding, and called it an “artificial 
scarcity," whatever that may mean. 


But our source says that this is only the first signs of how much damage the 
paraquat spraying has already done, and predicted that the situation will 
worsen over the ensuing months as beans and corn, the country's two other 
staple diet crops, join the list of scarce items. 


During the Independence Day parade last week, spectators along the long parade 
route roundly booed a Ministry of Agriculture float boasting of Belize's rice 
industry. 


CSO: 3298/112 
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BELIZE 


UPCOMINC CENERAL ELECTIONS, REDISTRICTING IN SPOTLIGHT 
Registered Voter Tirures 
belize City TNL REPOPTLR in Laglish 30 Sep 84 p 1 


[Text] Latest figures released by the Elections & Boundariss Commission this 
week show that there are now some 60,000 repistered voters in Belize. 


fhese are about 14,000 more than were registered in 1979 and a full 25,000 
Hore than were recisterad in 1974. 


The question of whether Belize has a sufficient number of voters to justify 
tis full 2° seats authorized by the Constitution is still in doubt. 


Tue Constitution stipulates that electoral divisions must not have less thaa 
2.000 registered voters and they can not have more than 3,000, 


ae « 


- 


A nuiiber of the larger electoral divisions in Belize City and the districts 

have more tian five thousand voters, and where this happens one division can 
convénivntly be split into two. Problems of population spread enter however 
when there ars more than 6,000 voters but less than eight. The numbers are 

cwo few to make up four divisions but too many to make three. 


Speculation on Polling Date 


belize City THe REPORTER in English 30 Sep 84 p 1 


[Text] RELIABLE sources have coufirmed that general elections will be held 
this year in mid-November or early in December at the latest. 


A government tatixation that it might consider holding the elections early 
next year is just a smoke~screen, Reporter sources say. 


A firm date has not yet been set because Belmopan is preparing a number of in- 
side moves which are calculated to throw the U.-.P. off balance. One of these 
moves is a secret plan to sub-divide the various divisions in Belize City 

and elsewhere in ways that will benefit from pockets of PUP voter concentra- 
tious. 
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Another move is to register newly arrived aliens and Belizeans living abroad 


ia the United States. 


November Election Rumor 


Belize City THE REPORTER in English 30 Sep 84 p 5 


[Text ] 


UNIDENTIFIABLE 
sources say that 
general elections 
1984 will take place 
on Wednesday, 
November 14, - six 
weeks from today. 

The date was 
disclosed by the 
Prime Minister at 28 
Cabinet meeting two 


weeks ago, these 
sourses say, but it 
has not been 
possible to obtain 
official confirmation. 
The consensus 
among - Belizeans is 
that the Prime 


Minister will be 
‘orced to call general 
elections before the 


end of the year 
because of the 
worsening state of 


the economy .. 

The Government's 
June plan to raise 
$15 million in 


supplementary income 


to attract matching 
funds has not -__—iobeen 
working as planned, 
and it is feared that 
Belize will have to 
approach the IMF 
once more early next 
year. Any Belize 
Government will be 
on safer ground if it 
can show that it has 
the confidence of 
Belize voters for the 
draconian measures 


- Belize dollar. 


which would have to 
follow. 

Most informed 
sources agree that if 
Belize has to make 
another approach to 


the International 
Monetary Fund for 
bail-out funds 


Belmopan will not be 
able to resist IMF 
pressures . for a 
devaluation of 


Belize has, in 
recent months, gone 
on an all-out 
campaign to recruit 
new investments. A 
large number of new 
companies have been 
formed and the Belize 
Government has 
given out no less 


than 14 development 
concessions ‘during 
the last twelve 
months. 

Revenue income 


from concessions do 
not begin to- accrue 
until ~- after five 
years however, and 
there are times when 
an enterprise, by 
threatening to close 


down its operation, 
can blackmail’ the 
government into 
renewing its 
concessionary terms 
for another five or 
ten years. 

Another danger 
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the 


from concessions is 


that sometimes a 
company or group 
will receive a 


concession for purely 
speculative purposes 
and will then peddle 
the concession as a 
substantial advantage 
in their development 
scheme. There is 


evidence that in this 


elections year a lot 
of this has_ been 
happening. 

American investors 
are in particular 
wary about countries 
which try to operate 
under a socialist, 
philosophy, and even 
if the PUP were to 
win the next general 
elections, it is felt 
a self- proclaimed 
socialist party, such 
as the People's 
United Party is, 
would have a hard 
time attracting U.S. 
investments on the 
scale it would need 
to. 








Musa ‘Takeover’ Bid in PUP 


Belize City THE BEACON in English 29 Sep 8&4 pp 1, 10 


[Text ] 


THIS week an inside PUP 
source revealed that Edu- 
cation Minister Said Musa 
the self-proclaimed lead- 
er of the communist left 
wing of the PUP govern- 
ment, has formulated a 
secret plan to takeover 
the party if the PUPs 
somehow upset the odds, 
and win another term 


of | 


office after the upcoming 


general elections. 

Musa's plan is to con- 
trol the majority of PUP 
seats, put himself in a 
legal position to replace 
George Price as Prime 
Minister, and totake a 
giant step towards turn- 
ing Belize into a conm- 
pletely leftist state. 

The current gerrymander- 
ing with the electoral 
boundaries is expected to 
increase the seats in the 
National Assembly from 18 


to 29, which will open 
the doors for Musa to 
spring lis plan with 
lightning effect. The 


names that have already 


Redistricting 'Secrets' for PUP 


a a 


‘ persons 


been approved or mention- 
ed to fill the extra 
seats include a number of 
already openly 
committed to Musa's mis- 
‘named "Democratic Direc- 
tion" or who are rank op- 
portunists ready to jump 


with the winning side. 
That list includes ex-Be-— 


‘likin boss Ralph Fonseca, 
ex~Mayor Remijio Montejo, 
lawyer Ernest ‘Stud’ 
Staine, Musa'‘s former P.S. 
Everail Waight, Maclovio 
Alamilla, Lee Usher of 
P.G., and ex-City Coun- 
callors Raphael Chavez 
and Gloria McField. Add 
to that list incumbents 
Musa, Shoman and Courte- 
may and the edgy faction 
led by Florencio Marin 
and it becomes clear why 
Musa's secret plan has 
caused panic within the 
ranks of the PUP right 
wing. Their last act of 
protest was to boycott 
the independence parade. 
Not one minister from the 
right wing of the party 
showed up for the parade, 
which featured only the 
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[Text ] 


_ 


Prime Minister and the 
left-wingers who are _ se- 
cretly bend on dethroning 
him. 

The harsh criticisms 
levelled at Price and his 
government by Musa and 
Shoman during the pre PUP 
days of PAC and the Fire 
newspaper, are chronicled 
in our political history. 
There is no reason to 
suppose chat they have 
changed those views, or 
are now any more amenable 
to Price and the corrupt 
right of ‘his party. 

From the very outset, 
political observers felt 
that these two committed 
leftists join the party 
with one purpose in mind 
- an eventual takeover of 
the party machinery and 
the ouster of the man a- 
gainst whom they showed 
such venom. 

With the revelation of 
his silent plan, it seems 
that Musa is just a hope- 
ful election away from 
finally realizing his 
goal. 


A major political scandal has broken out this week over the premature 


release of PUP candidates and their campaigners of secret information regard- 
ing the restructuring of the electoral boundaries by the Elections & Bound- 


aries Commission. 


Last month Governor General Dame Minita Gordon, acting under the authority 
of the Representation of the Peoples Act, and on the advice of the Minister 
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responsible for elections Attorney General Harry Courtenay, appointec the 
Elections & Boundaries Commission as a Delimitation Commission for the pur- 
pose of redefining the electoral boundaries. 


Apparently the work of the commission has been completed and submitted to the 
Minister through the Governor General, but has not been made public. 


Yet BEACON's investigations have confirmed that all PUP candidates were called 
in this week , given details of the new boundary plans and assigned their elec- 
tioa divisions. 


This gives the government party, which over the years has been consistently 
accused of serious election abuses. a distinct advantace over the United 
Democratic Party (UDP) and its caudidates, and has put the whole question of 
the impartiality of the election machinery into issue once more. 


Obviously, the Elections Office is already in poss*ssion of the information, 
and can begin working on the anew election lists. 


The people who remain in the cold are the opposition parties anc the votins 
public, who must themselves get used to the idea of voting at a new polling 
station and in a newly named division. 


low long it will take for this information to be released to the public is 
presumable left to Harry Courtenay and the PUP Cabinet. This should not be 
so. Both the Governor General and the Commission, headed by Defense "orce 
Commander Tom Sabido, must take immediate steps to make this matter public, 
aow that it is common PUP knowledge. 


A UDP spokesman has called the Scandal one of the most serious acts of cor- 
ruption and abuse against the electoral process, and a serious transsres~ 
sion of the country’s election laws. ke promised that immediate steps will 
be taken by the party to have the matter rectified. 


UDP Call for Consultation 


Belize City THE REPORTER in English 7 Oct 84 p @ 


[Text ] 

The Leader of the Party's views om the two or more" Mr. express its views 
Opposition, the Hon. re-defining of the Thompson wrotc. and to submit 
Curl Thompson has electoral boundaries. "Hence the obvious recommendations. 
written to the expectation tet my 
Chairman of the "] think that you party must be Since this has not 
Electoral & Bounda- are quite aware of involved in this been done, I am now 
ries Commission, Mr. the fact that within exercise”. insisting at thic 
G.T. Savido, in his our electoral system point in time, that 
capucity as Chairman it is not only one "It is my opinion", my party ‘a 


of the Electoral Delen- political party that he added, "that by consulted for _its 
eation Commission to submits itself to the now you woull have views and recommen- 
sav he expects to electorate to invited the United dations". 

be consulted fur his represent (it) but Democratic Party to 











Call for PUP Resignatious 
belize City TIE TLEACON in English 6 Oct 8&4 p 6 


[Text] A special Press Release issued this week by the Public Officers 
Union (POU) has called for resignations from two public officers that have 
reportedly offered themselves as candidates for the PUP in the upcomine Cen- 
eral FRlections. 


The 750 word rélease stron¢ly condemed what it called “the flagrant abuse of 
office and the coercion of the political directorate in undermining the 
Constitution of Lelize. 


The two public officers are Everal Waight, Permanent Secretary in the Minis- 
try of Foreign Affairs, who is presently on vacation: and Carlos Santos, re- 
ferred to in the release as an Agriculture Advisor who sometimes act in the 
capacity of Permanent Secretary. 


Vaight is a former Chief Broadcasting Officer and top government propagandist 
who many fellow officers feel was politically rewarded when he was taken out 
of ths closed broadcasting departmeut, and hurdled over the heads of career 
accounting, and administrative officers. le has been accused of declaring him- 
self a candidate in the Disweek newspaper of 7th September. 


Santos, accordiny, to the release, has published a fly leaf challenging in- 
cumbent Sam Waight, a junion minister in the present Price administration, 
in the PUP western district convention. 


the person on the hot seat is Governor General Minita Cordon, at whom the POU 
demands for disciplinary action are being levelled, 


But the release goes even further. It States, among other things, that 
‘political activites, participation, decisions and loyalty to the regime in 
power have been the practice of (some) senior and junior civil servants...and 
many are known to be card carrying members of the regime." It further quotes 
from Section 107(1)(a) of the Belize Constitution which states that "the 
power to exercise disciplinary control over persons holding or acting in such 
offices (as Permanent Secretary) shall vest in the Governor General acting in 
accordance with the advice of the Prime Minister. 


but the Prime Minister will hardly act against public officers acting in his 
iuterast, so the matter falls squarely on the shoulders of the Governor General. 


The release, entitled "Political Activities in the Public Service" quotes 
extensively from General Orders, the local regulations poverning the conditions 
of service of public officers, which forbid public officers from (1) partici- 
pating accively on behalf of any party or candidate in any national or munici- 
pal election (2) offering himself for election unless he has first resigned 
fron the service (3) assisting in the election campaign of political candi- 





dates. 


38 











The Public Officers Union, which displayed its influence in 1979 by leading 
the countrywide strike that led to the state of emergency declaration, has 
indicted the Governor General. "We know" says the release, "the Public 
Services Commission has reported the behaviour of some Permanent Secre- 
taries to the Governor General for disciplinary action, but to no avail..." 


There is only one way for the Governor General to overcome this political 
dilemma, which is bound to escalate as the elections draw near--ignore the 
Prime Minister and his Belmopan politicians and do what must be done if this 
whole matter is to be stopped from growing out of proportion. 
Only then will she save some of the confidence she has lost with the rank 
and file of the Public Service. 

PUP Attack on AMANDALA 
Belize City AMANDALA in [nglish 25 Sep 84 p 3 


[From the columa "From the Publisher"’] 


[Text ] 


With the celebrations out 
of the way, the general el- 
ections campaign of 1984 is 
now really begun and the 
pressure is On. 

The PUP newspapers have, 
over the last few weeks ’ 
been using a clever propa - 
ganda line where I am con- 


cerned. They have been 
‘telling the public that 
‘Evan X Hyde is a highly 


paid operative of the UDP 
and that he is being fin - 
anced especially where all 


these libel cases are con- 
cerned. 

The effect of this is to 
convince the small man, 


the brother and sister in 
the street who have been 
supporting us through the 
‘years, that AMANDALA does 
not need them because it 
is being taken care of by 
‘the UDP leaders and politi- 
‘clans. 


they must attend. 


I wish it were the case 
that we were being financed 
and taken care of, 

The fact of the matter is 


that I generally don't like 


politicians and they mis- 
trust me because they can't 
control me. 

The impression I've re- 
ceived from the UDP leaders 
is that they believe AMANDA 
-LA is simply getting it- 
self into too much legal 
trouble and they have a lot 
of other matters to which 


And I can't blame them. 
Politicians can't be bother 
-ed with writers who write 
things as a matter of con- 
science. Conscience, after 
all, has nothing to do 
with politics. 

It may be time for me_ to 
find some other way of 


making a living besides pub 
-lishing newspapers. 
: * & > 














Price Power Moves 
Belize City AMANDALA in English 12 Oct 84 p 2 
[Editorial] 


Text 
When the people of Belize picked up the huyu €gg call 


~ed the People's United Party thirty some years ago, 
they conceived cf its leaders as young nationalists 
who would free their nation from the British colonial 
masters, 

(For those of you who are foreigners, the"huyu egg" 
in Creole mythology is an egg which cannot be Put down 
by the person who has inadvertently picked it up. It is 
like sticking plaster.) ; 

Today it is quite clear that the leaders of the pup 
are self-perpetuating egotists. Like Orwell's Napoléon 
and Snowball, who led a rebellion against Farmer Jones 
Only to become worse oppressors than Farmer Jones him- 
self, our anti-colonialist "heroes" have Subjugated us 
to their whims and Caprices and apparently they mean 
to do so until death do us. part. 

The already overburdened taxpayers of Belize will now 
have to fork“up salaries for ten more political repre- 
sentatives, several more senators, and several more 
Cabinet Ministers. Those are Mr. Price's intentions. You 
know that he always insists on Cabinet Ministers being 
a majority of the House so as to prevent backbenching , 
So there will be five or seven more ministers, accord- 
ing t? his projections. The -new package will cost us 
an additional quarter million dollars, at least. 

And the new package, barring a wrathful re jection by 
Belizean voters, will preserve the House seats of a 
chosen few by clever and .shameless gerrymandering. 

We are willing to wager AMANDALA press, for instance, 

‘that Natural Resources Minister Florencio Marin has de. 
-~signed and chosen the new Corozal South East division 
for his constituency, Housing “Minister Assad Sho- 
man has designed and chosen the new Cayo Central divi - 
sion for his constituency, without a shadow of a doubt. 
Prime Minister George Price created Caribbean Shores di 
-vision to get rid of the Manuel Esquivel pressure. His 
High Messianic will run in the new Freetown division 
which takes in Ladyville and other former Sylvestre vil 
-lages. Attorney General Harry Courtenay:is depending 
on St. Martin dé Porres voters tc return him in the 
‘new Lake Independence constituency. The list goes on, 
More details will surface anon. 
' The new gerrymandered divisions constitute yet anoth- 
er small edge for the incumbent party. From a poli- 
tical point of view, you have to hand it to the PUP. 
They don't miss a beat. Every possible advantage, le- 
gal as well as otherwise, has been studied and incorpor 
~ated into their campaign for re-election. | 

But then, nobody ever said changing this government 
was going to be easy. You cannot fight a draw - and 
beat a champion. You cannot win a split decision when 
you are fighting for the title. You have to knock out 


ho 





a champion,or decision him unanimously, in order. to 


take away his crown, 

The UDP has to dig in a little deeper. They have to 
expand their vision and their platform. They must go 
‘to the people and they must truly believe in the peo - 

le. 
: From our standpoint back here, we want‘our readers 
to consider megalomania as similar to drug addictionor 
any other addiction. 

The definition of addiction, it seems to us, is when 
the. person who is addicted to something believes that 
he would be better off dead than to be deprived of 
that some-thing. ° 

Ask yourself the question whether he believes he 
would die if he did not have his power; ask. yourself 
whether he believes death would be preferable to the 
loss of his power, and if the answer is yes to these 
questions then you might be dealing with a megalomani 
-ac. You then have to ask yourself another question, 
would he then kill to hold unto his power, or would he 
‘sanction killing in order to preserve his power, and 
if the answers are yes then you are probably talking 
about megalomania. It is worse than drug addiction.One 
megalomaniac can claim six million victims, or more, 
It is written. 


Gerrymandering Charge 
Belize City AMANDALA in English 12 Oct 84 p 1 


[Article by Ering George] 


[Text] BELIZE CITY, Thurs. Oct. 11 to newspapers and least vul 


PUP Prime Minister George 
Price has temporarily stunn 
-ed the challenging United 
Democratic Party by chang - 
ing the boundaries of every 
one of the previous 18 elec 
-toral constituencies save 
one (Belize Rural North) and 
adding 10 new ones, weeks 
before general elections are 
due! 

There was no symmetry or 
sense to the new boundaries, 
except that they were drawn 
to protect certain PUP in - 
cumbent seats. Space prohi- 
bits a detailed analysis of 
what has been perpetrated, 
but the general guidelines 
appear to have been the in- 
troduction Of rural voters, 
those most influenced by 
Radio Belize, into munici- 
pal divisions, town voters 
being those most exposed 








-nerable to radio propagan- 
da. 

The Prime Minister him - 
self has added village vot- 
ers along the Northern High 
-way as far as Ladyville in 
order to strengthen his 
Freetown Belize City divi - 
sion, Mr. Price excluded 
from his division the trou 
-blesome upper middle class 
section of Kings Park which 
has been voting UDP and 
created a new division- Ca- 
ribbean Shores. 

Fort George has added a 
section of Pickstock con - 
taining traditionally PuP 
voters to strengthen Said 
Musa‘s hand against Dean 
Lindo, 

And the machete job done 
On the former Collet and 
Mesopotamia divisions real- 
ly is inexplicable. The new 


boundaries mean that s0Ome 
UDP candidates have spent 
months canvassing some vot- 
‘ers who will. not vote in 
their constituency at all. 
And the new boundaries ex- 
plain why some unpopular PUP 


ministers have been looking 


so smug. 

The new boundaries con - 
stitute the completion of 
a conspiracy which the PUP 
began as early as 198iwhen 
they drew up the Belize 
constitution to provide for 
these last minute altera- 
tions. 

The advantage is clearly 
to the PUP candidates. 

But every action has a 
reaction. PUP campaignwork 
-ers, generally older and 
more inflexible than their 


to be confused by polling 
station complexities. The 
younger and sharper UDP mem 
-bers can make up some of 
the disadvantage to their 
candidates by going on a 
cram course where election 
day technicalities are con- 
cerned. 
Transportation of voters 
who are registered in One 
division but live in anoth- 
er and have to return to 
the division of their re- 
gistration to vote will al- 
so become more of a factor, 
Today belongs to the PUP. 
But, as One Mondale cam- 
paign strategist said after 
Sunday night's debate, .° 30 
days in politics is a long 
time. All is not yet lost, 


UDP counterparts, aire going 


Electoral Realignment 
Belize City THE REPORTER in English 14 Oct 84 pp 1, 7 


[Excerpt] DRTAILS of the electoral re-alignment of boundaries show four new 
electoral divisions for Belize City, bringing the number of seats allocated 
to the old capital to ten. 


There are to be four electoral divisions for Corozal, 4 for Orange Walk and 
4 for the Cayo district. 


St. Creek and Toledo will continue with two electoral divisions apiece, while 
the Belize Rural divisions also remain at two. 


Every division has been re-aligned however, with the notable exception of 
Belize Rural North Division now being represented by Mr. Fred Hunter. 


As expected, the Fort George and Pickstock Divisions have been expanded and 
the Freetown Division has been sub-divided to create a new electoral division 
to be known as Caribbean Shores. 


This division will consist of a portion of the old Freetown Division along 
the shore washed by the sea and will include the area from Mile 2 along the 
right side of the Northern Highway as far as Mile 4, and including Bella 
Vista housing sub-division, 


On the Southside of Belize the new Albert Division takes in all of the old 
southside as far as West Canal and a portion of the old Collet Division as far 
as West Canal, Mesopotamia has been sub-divided also to form two divisions 
and the Colleg Division (minus the piece from Albert Street to West Canal) 








has been combined with the Yarborough portion of the Albert to make four 
divisions--Collet, Lake Independence, Queen Square and Port Loyola. 


Belize Rural South will continue as is, except for the area within the ex- 
panded Belize City. (Belize City was expanded to include all the land between 
the sea and Burdon, Canal in May, 1983.) 

Complete details on the new electoral divisions have not been received, but 


the following district summation provides some idea of how the voters have 
been re-grouped. 


CSO: 3298/109 
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BELIZE 


PUP CHARGED WITH QUESTIONABLE ELECTION MANEUVERING 
Alleged Gerrymandering 
Belize City THE BEACON in English 20 Sep 84 pp 1, 19 


[Text] THE PUPP government's gerrymandering with the electoral constitu- 
encies, and its attempt to interfere with the work of the Delimitation Com 
mittee appointed by the Governor General have reached new proportions. 


This week the BEACON learnt that the government's proposal to increase the 
electoral divisions from 18 to 29 seats is about to be submitted to the com- 
mission. The plan calls for 11 divisions in Belize City, 4 each in Corozal 
and Cayo, 3 each in Stann Creek and Orange Walk, and 2 each in Belize Rural 
and Toledo. 


The commission must be careful in the manner in which this whole matter is 
handled. It is an accepted fact that the decision to undertake this exer- 
cise is a last ditch attempt by the PUP to stay in power, and the commission 
or its individual members will wish to avoid being smeared with the political 
brush. 


That is why the UDP should also be asked to submit its own proposals for re- 
vision of the present boundaries. It is only then that the Elections and 
Boundaries Commission, acting as the Delimitation Commission, can do an 
honest and impartial job. 


Below is the government's plan for the splitting up of the existing electoral 
boundaries. 


Relaxation of Unpopular Measures 
Belize City THE BEACON in English 20 Sep 84 p 2 


[Unsigned column "Viewpoint" ] 


[Text] SINCE the Belize City voters gave the UDP a landslide victory in the 
December, 1983 elections for the City Council, PUP Government le-ders have 
been busy turning off some of the pressure that they have been using on the 
people. 


yy 





Listed below are some of the pressure valves that have been turned off in re- 
sponse to the pressure the people put on them in the City Council elections: 


1. The dreaded Mexican helicopters that Mr. Price used to spray the weed 
fields up North have been grounded until after the elections. [f the PUP 
wins, the Mexican helicopters will be brought back. The spraying was un- 
popular because it was not only weed fields that were destroyed. Staple food 
crops such as beans, corn, vegetables, etc. suffered badly from the spraying. 
The honey industry suffered. Bees out collecting nector were wiped out by 
it, and many animals and birds caught by the spray, were blinded or killed. 


2. The road blocks, manned by armed BDF soldiers, have been removed until 
after the elections. Thank God ordinary, decent citizens can once again 
take their families, including their young children, on any road without the 
risk of being stopped and searched by armed soldiers. 


3. The armed soldiers of the BDF who used go guard Radio Belize, the ‘govern- 
ment's r io station,'’ have been removed. Visitors no longer have to be 
looking on us the people as potential guerrillas and insurgents. So far, no 
one has lifted a finger against old Radio Belize. It is not the radio sta- 
tion that is bad, it is the use that Ministers are making of it. The Minis- 
ters are the bad ones, not the radio stations. 


4. Armed Tactical Force men and ‘Special Branch' Police with long sticks 
and guns no longer patrol Belize City. The Tactical Force have not been 
seen in Belize since the crushing of the PUP in the Belize City Council 
elections. 


5. Sgt. Tablada and his boys no longer rove the city beating and attacking 
our young people at will. They have been pulled off the streets in attempts 
to cool public resentment before the elections. 


6. Mr. Price has withdrawn the proposed law that would have given the BDF 

the same power as the Police has, including power to put people under house 
arrest for long periods of time. This law too is being kept under cover until 
after the elections. 


7. The proposal to have trial in the Supreme Court without a jury for speci- 
fied offences is now law, but no actual trial without jury has taken place in 
Belize as yet. This too is being kept under cover till after the elections. 
At present, a few young men are in prison on 40 and 50 thousand dollars bail 
for being in possession of relatively small amounts of marijuana. This new 
power to impose limitless bail is not being used on a wide scale as yet, as 
this too is being kept under cover by the PUP Ministers until after the elec- 
tions. 


8. The practice of telling people who go to the Minister for land that there 
is no land has now eased a little. They are now giving out unfilled and un- 
drained swamp land to people--poor people, some of whom are old and jobless.-- 
This is a cruel practice and it makes a mockery of the whole land distribution 
policy of the government. 








9. The practice of taking Police Officers to remove people who, in desper- 
ation, have squatted on a piece of vacant land, which the government had not 
yet distributed. has also ceased. Squatters are now being given title to 
their land in order to try to influence their votes. 


What people need to remember is that the same people who are now easing the 
pressure are the same ones who put the pressure on in the first place. 
People need to remember that all the laws that the PUP Ministers gave then- 
selves and which enable them to pressure the people as they like, are still 
in place. These laws arve not been repealed or cancelled. The PUP are not 
using them because it is Election Time and the people now have the power 

to fight back. The PUP Ministers know that after election, the people will 
have no power to do them anything. So they are lying low, hoping to fool 
the people once again. 


Let's move the PUP ministers from power. Let's remove the unjust and undemo- 
cratic laws they have passed, and let's keep Belize a free and easy-going 
country. Vote UDP at the General Elections. The UDP want a truly demo- 
cratic society in which individual freedom and justice for all will be high 
On the agenda. 


CSO: 3298/073 
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BELIZE 


INDEPENDENCE FETE SPARKS DISPUTE OVER STUDENT'S SPEECH 


Text of Price Address 


Belize City BELIZE SUNDAY TIMES in English 30 Sep 84 p 4 


[Text of George Price, making third anniversary of Belize Independence, in 


Belize City, 21 September 1984] 


[Text ] 

A pleasant privilege it is 
to greet all on the third anni- 
versary of Belize's independence 
and to thank all who have’ con- 
tributed‘to the success of the 
celebration in all six  dis- 
tricts: - to the committees and 
their workers, to the donors, 
to the good people who help and 
give their support. To you, Mr 
Philip Willoughby, for the ins- 
piring address. 

We meet in the same sur- 
roundings as on former occa- 
sions: - the same buildings, the 
same open spaces and streets, 
the same trees; yet, there is a 
difference since the day of in- 
dependence. 

The difference is a funda- 
mental one. It can best be des- 
cribed in the language of Clive 
Staples Lewis, a great religious 
writer of this century, -whose 
reference to -Christianity we 
mpply.in order to highlight the 
meaning of our independence: "We 
oo aon in the independence of 
Belize as we believe the sun 


AT 


has risen, not only because we 
see it, but because of it we 
gee everything else." 

In the sunlight of inde- 


pendence we see that there must 
be a daily struggle to keep our 
freedom and our sovereignty in- 
tact and secure. 

We realize that the driving 


force of this struggle is our 
being one nation with one go- 
vernment, one flag and one 
constitution. We are one people 
united in all six districts by 


the nationality conferred on us 
by independence. Because of this 
we love and respect our nation's 
symbols: - our flag, our natio- 
nol anthem, our prayer to God 
whose supremacy we acknowledge 
in our constitution. 

In response to the 
INDEPENDENCE THREE = A TIME 
SET NEW GOALS, we submit 
new goals: we consolidate and 
maintain the security of our 


land; we preserve the fundamen- 
tal rights and freedom guaran- 


teed by our constitution and wé¢ 


theme: 
TO 
these 





promote the welfare of our peo- 


ple by contributing to the na» 
tional treasury, by curtailing 
waste, by increasing savings 
and investing to increase’ the 
wealth of our people. 

We advance towards these 
g0als by obedience to the’ laws 


of God and the laws of our land 
and by dedication to work, study 
and disciplines The new society 


we build will end poverty and 
ignorance and offer every Beli- 
zean a dignified existence and 


a real chance to be part of the 
lifs and work of the free Be- 
lize. . 

A nation three years of 
age is an infant nation.It: needs 
the help and the understanding 
of older nations, especially 
those concerned wi) the peace 
and stability of our region s0 
that we continue to bé a free 
and independent nation sovereign 
over all its territory. 


On this day we ogain offer 
our cordial thanks and deep ap- 
preciation to all our § friends 
and allies who have sent greet- 


ings and who in this world of 
interdependence work together 
with us to advance the economic 


development and social progress 


of our people and the peoples 
of the region and of the world.. 

We make special mention of 
the United Nations; the Common- 
wealth of Nations whose Head is 
also Her Majesty the Queen of 
Belize; the Non-Aligned Move- 
ment; the Caribbean Community 
who spearheaded the | atruggle 
that won our independence. ~* 

We also express our grati- 
tude to the United Kingdom for 
its continuing presence and as- 
sistance of which the most 
recent achievement is the Mari- 
time Base of the Belize Defence 
Force's Sea Wing which was begun 


by the former Minister of De- 
fence, Senator Car] Lindbergh 
Rogers, who regretably is not 


here today. 

We express our gratitude to 
Canada for its substantial pro- 
gramre of economic cooperation; 
to the European Economic Commu- 
nity for its support in our de- 
welopmernt; to the United States 
of America for its Caribbean 
Basin Initiative and for the 
inclusion of Belize in the re- 
port of the Kissinger Conmis- 
sion; to all the nations with 
whom we are bound by diplomatic 
relations for their friendship 
and their support and =~ their 
cooperation. 


As a young nation, we wish to live in peace and in harmonious cooperation with 
all our neighbours. To them we reach out in friendship and we offer economic 

cooperation. In return, we ask them to recognize our God-given right to self- 
determine our existence as a nation free from external threat and domination, 

sovereign over its territorial treasures. 


This is our wish and our prayer as we ask the God of Continuing Creation to 
bless our work and to grant us victory to accomplish the new goals we set for 
ourselves and our nation's welfare. 


LONG LIVE BELIZE VIBRANT AND SECURE! 











Withholding of Student's Speech 


Belize City DISWEEK in English 28 Sep 84 pp 1, ll 


[Text] . contraversy has not to authorize airing 
- erupted over an add- of the speech as pre - 
ress scheduled to sented" because it had 
be presented at the not been made available 
September 20th High to the competent authori- 
School Rally at the City ties in‘a reasonable amount 
Centre. The address in of time in advance. 
question was to have 
been delivered by stu- The government stated that 
dent Raymond Fuller, Jr. "it is customary for 
of the Belize Technical addresses aired on 
‘College. Reportedly, these occasions to be — 
Principal Education Of- made availat e" in advance 
ficer Mr. Joslyn Nemb- to "ensure that the spon- 
hard made the decision sors are in a position 
not to have Mr. Fuller to safeguard themselves 
give his speech. As Fuller against breeches of the 
left the Civic Centre law relating to slander 
(afterit was announced or offending the sensibi- 
that he was not included lities of members of the 
in the program), his audience.... Given the 


classmateq from Technical pressure of time (because 


- spontaneously walked out. of a, late submission), 
the officer's exercise of 


As we go to press, an caution is understandable." 
official government state- The statement adds that 
ment recounts that the the Ministry of Education 


delegated officer of the will review all the cir- 
Ministry of Education in cumstances attending the 
charge of the Rally "de- incident, "conscious of 
cided without reference its commitment to uphold 
to any political figure, 


the principle of free speech." 


Mr. Fuller told Disweek that on the morning of the Rally he was informed by . 
a Ministry of Education officer that his name had been "struck" from the 
program, based on a decision made by the Principal Education Officer. This 
came as a surprise to him because just the day before (Wednesday the 19th) 

his principal along with Technical's senior staff members had approved the 
text. And that morning, Fuller had discussed the few changes made in the final 
text with him and Technical's principal approved the speech. In response to 
the government statement, Fuller said that several people had read the text 
and there was no question of any part being slanderous. In addition, he out- 
rightly denied the government allegation that he had another speech that he 
intended to deliver that was different from the one presented for approval. 











In the text of his intended speech, entitled "Patriotic Speech," Fuller had 
written: "It is stated within the Belizean constitution that we are entitled 
to freedom of expression ‘within the confines of the law.’ I consider it a 
civic duty to exercise my freedom of speech. Belize in this area has made no 
significant progress for the last 20 years." 


Impact on Rally 
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[Text] 


BELIZE CITY: Each year 
since independence the 
PUP government, in which 
leftist leader Said Musa 
holds the portfolio of 
Education Minister, . spon- 
sors a  communist-style 
High School Rally which 
the faculty and students 
of all colleges and high 
schools are forced to at- 
tend. 


College. But Musa did not 
approve the frank and 
brilliant * address when 
the final text was sub- 
mitted to.the Ministry as 
a matter of courtesy, and 


This totalitarian regime jssued instructions’ to 
takes advantage of the have the. reading of the 
fact that colleges and speech scratched from the 


high schools that are not 
state-owned are all sub- 


sidized from public funds, 


over the 
college 


and holds’ this 
heads of the 


Students’ Rally programme. 

The Minister's decision 
was relayed to. student 
Raymond Fuller and the 
school by a_ spokesman 


boards as something more from the Ministry. The 
than a silent threat. 2¢, faculty and the 
Students are made to read whole body of students 


speeches praising the 
"work and achievements" 
of government, while they 
and their teachers must 
listen to a bucketful of 
political drivel spewed 
by PUP politicians and 
their lackies. 

This year's 


reacted to the decision 
by promptly leaving the 
rally, and they were tri- 
umphantly marched back to 
campus by one of the 
bands provided by _ the 
government for the rally. 

Teachers from other 


rally WaS colleges later expressed 
held on the morning of disappointment that their 
the eve of Independence <chools were not informed 


Day at the Civic Centre, 
with all the city's ten 
colleges attending. Pick- 
ed to deliver the stu- 
dent's address was Ray- 
mond Fuller Jr, a second- 
year sixth form student 
from the Belize Technical 
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of the reason for _ the 
B.T.C. exodus. They were 
prepared ‘to order their 
colleges _to leave, and 
make the boycott complete. 
(See full text of Stu- 


dent's Address on Pg. 3). 











Text of Speech in Question 
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["Patriotic Speech" by Raymond Fuller, Jr., under the heading: “Speech by 
BTC Sixth Form Student Which Was Blocked by Musa" 


[Text] THE theme for this Independence Anniversary is "A 
Time To Set New Goals." We, as Belizean students, 
have certain important goals which we must accom- 
plish. The students of today will become the leaders 
of tomorrow. As a result, we will be held account- 
able for the actions of the leaders of today, for 
their actions influence the events of the future. We 
are the future. 

1984 is a year in which the youths will play an 
important role. It is our duty to society to demon- 
strate, through our actions, that we will no longer 
endure this mental oppression that has been passed 
to us from colonial times. 

For too long we have stood aside and watched as 
the politicians contaminated our national holidays 
with their political propaganda. The time has come 
for us to act in unison and show these politicians 
that we will no longer tolerate their abusing our 
national holidays as their political battlegrounds. 
They are creating an abyss in the Belizean popula- 
tion where there shouldn't be one. Our national hol- 
idays are sacred days which should be preserved in 
the true belizean spirit from which they were forged. 
We are losing touch with the united courageous spir 
it that burned within our ancestors. They had the 
courage to Stand up and fight a power much greater 
than themselves. Also remember. that they won. 

Some may appreciate the fact that we achieved In- 
dependence in 1981 and others may not. Regardless of 
the circumstances and the controversy that surround 
our achieving Independence, it is now a reality. 
There is nothing that we can to do change that fact. 
We must make the best of it. 

Qur belize is a land that's abouncing with a wealth 
that could never be derived from money. Our wealth 
comes not from material things, but from a variety 
of cultural heritages that have been handed down 
from our ancestors. Our society consists of differ- 
ent ethnic groups of people who were either brought 
in forcibly as slaves or indentured workers’ by the 
colonial masters, or who came in voluntarily to seel: 
economic opportunities, or others who fled from wars 
of oppression in neighbouring countries. 

These people, our ancestors, brought with them a 
richness of cultural customs, traditions, and a va- 








riety of lifestyles that have made belize into the 
colourful, vibrant nation it is. 

There are certain crucial issues that darken the 
horizon of the Belizean youths. They 4re: unity, or 
rather the lack of unity, of the Belizean people 
the acute state of underdevelopment that prevails in 
Belize the lack of genuine equal opportunities for 
all Belizeans and the sudtle economic and emotional 
suppression that exists within the Belizean society. 
FREEDOM OF SPEECH? 

It is stated within the Belizean constitution that 
we are entitled to freedom of expression ‘within the 
confines of the law.' I consider it a civic duty to 
exercise my freedom of speech. Belize in this area 
has made no significant progress for the last 20 
years. The outdated libel laws and censorship that 
prevail, and also the "Divide and Rule" concept are 
typical examples of the non~progression. Haven't you 
wondered why this is so? Those laws are throwbacks 
from colonial times. With the introduction of tele- 
vision, Belizeans have had the opportunity to wit- 
ness the true meaning of "Freedom of Speech." 

There is a well known method of "Keeping the popu- 
lation under control." It does not necessarily en- 
tail the use of violence, but, in my opinion it is 
much worse. This method is one that is used by color 
jal powers. The sole intention of any colonizing 
-ountry is to keep its colonies oppressed for great- 
er control and also to ensure that these colonies 
remain economically dependent. In other words, they 
oppress the people not by violent means, but by sub- 
tle emotional methods. The Belizean population has 
been kept in an acute underdeveloped state. It is 
often blamed on worldwide economic recession. 

CONTROL THE PEOPLE! 

Our systems are based on this principle. The over- 
all system, both public and private, is structured 
in such a way as to retain control of the people in 
more ways than one. For example, a fellow student 
has completed a course of studies in some field in 
which he is interested. he tries to open his own 
business. External forces, via the established busi- 
ness tycoons, will suppress the budding businessman. 
As a result he will either abandon his business ven- 
ture, or sell out to the tycoons. Either way, the 
tycoons will win as there will be a new business op-. 
portunity open to them. Our fellow Belizean has to 
make his fortune elsewhere. 

CIVIL RIGHTS? 

[ have often wondered why the population has not 
been educated on their civil rights? 

The concept of “Divide and Rule" permeates all fac. 
ets of Belizean society. Its influences are felt in 
Che political arena, labour, business. religion and 
even in the youth organizations. 
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DIVIDE AND RULE! 

The concept works on the assumption that any or- 
ganization that is considered too large must be di- 
vided. This is done so that its power is diminished, 
and greater control can be exerted upon it. This is 
a vicious cycle that affects almost every belizean. 
We, the youths. must take the first step and unite. 
This is the only way the circle will be broken. Re- 
member the saying, "United we stand, Divided we 
fall?" The "Divide and Rule" concept works on the 
"Divided we fall" part of that saying. 

We the youths of kelize should take the initiative 
and do the things that we want accomplished. For ex- 
ample: 

We could form an organization that will deal with 
the issues that were mentioned, and also educate Be- 
lizeans, young and old. of their rights in a free 
and progressive society. 

The formation of an organization that would make 
all belizeans aware of our cultural heritage. This 
would preserve our cultural heritage. and would also 
encourage the development of different aspects of 
our culture. 

Also we could implement an organization which would 
assist the elders and also the lesser fortunate peo- 
ple of society. This organization would contain bas- 
ic necessities that would make life a little easier 
for all those who will be assisted by it. 

This is what the theme, "A Time To Set New Goals" 
is all about. | 


[Editor's Note: The 28 September issue of the Belize City AMANDALA, in 
English, page 8, also carries the text of Fuller's speech with the introduct- 
ory note that it was "banned by Belmopan...."'] 


Ministry's Denial 


Belize City BELIZE SUNDAY TIMES in English 7 Oct 84 pp l, 12 


The investigation in- {| began. 
[Text } to the facts of the It has further come 
High School Rally has .| to light that the 


revealed that although 
the student Ray Fuller, 
Jr. cleared a text of 
his speech with his 
College Principal Owen 
Morrison, the Principal 
refused to submit any 
text to the Coordinator 
of the rally, Mr Nemb- 
hard until o few minu- 
tes before the rally 








script handed in to 
Mr Nembhard was diffe- 
rent from the one 
intended to be deliver- 
ed by Fuller. 

The Principal Educa- 
tion Ufficer, Mr Nemb- 
hard, decided on the 
spur of the moment § and 
in his own deliberate 
judgement that the 
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speech did not suit 
the occasion. There 
was absolutely no ate 
tempt at political 
censorship. 

The BEACON story of 
last week that Lduca= 


tion Minister Mr Said 
Musa blocked the specch 


was a blatant lie. The 
Minister was not even 
in the country at the 
time. It seems that 


the unscrupulous owner 


of The BEACON has not 
changed from his old. 
Jim Jones habit of 
lies and intellectual 
dishonesty. 


Following his . return 
to the gountry and af- 
ter having the whole 
episode properly inves- 
tigated, Minister Musa 
has now issued the 
following statement: 
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"Having reviewed the 
circumstances attending 


the non-delivery of aA 


student address on Sep- 
tember 20th, I have 
concluded that neither 
of the texts brought to 
my attention since my 
return to the country 
cohtains material which 
in my judgement, could 
be injurious to the 
public good, 

Allow me to restate 
my Ministry's  commit- 
ment to developing open 
and inquiring minds 
among our young people, 

This objective posi- 
tion, however, must be 
set against the cir- 
cumstance where a civil] 
servant presented with 
a contrived delay in 
the presentation of one 
of the texts of the 
address(while another 
text was actually gla- 


ted for delivery) was 
obliged to make a  de- 
cision, completely on 
his own, which no 
editor practicing in 


Belize today would make 


without opportunity for 
unhurried reflection, 
This officer, had 
fifteen minutes, or 
less, to make his deci- 


sion when, in fact, it 
has now been revealed, 
the student had passed 
on his draft to the 
College Principal, some 
days in advance, 

As a former Civil 
Servant, former Presi- 
dent of the Public 
Service Union and Mi- 
nister enjoying day to 
day interaction with a 
large body of civil 
servants, I will not 
condemn or desert a 
public officer exerci- 
sing his official judge. 
ment in the circumstan- 
ces described - without 
the possibility of con- 
sultation at a higher 
administrative level. 
I om completely satis- 


fied moreover that 
there was no political 
involvement in the 
matter. 

My Ministry accepts 


the student's remarks, 
directed as they were 
to all politicians and 
the community at large, 


as hig attempt to 
contribute to the one 
going dinlogue on na~ 
tional goals and the 
need for national yuni- 


ty." 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
BELMOPAN 

OCTOBER 3, 1984 








BELIZE 


RECORD OF PROGRESS MARKS PUP'S 34TH ANNIVERSARY 

Belize City BELIZE SUNDAY TIMES in English 7 Oct 84 pp 2-3 
[Editorial] 
— ‘The, et ere anniversary 
‘of the People! s United Party is a 
good time to recall what the Party 
has done to lead Belize and. its. 
people from the days of colonialism 
‘to the present time of independence 
at the threshold of the twenty-first 
century. 

Belize in the year 1950, when 
the peaceful, constructive, Belizean 
revolution started, was the same 
in its geographic ‘size and location 
as it is today. But Belize is a 
different country in other ways: in 
the attitudes of its people, in its 
society and its economy. 

The attitudes today are under- 
standable when we consider that the 
pépulation is a young one. The sta- 
tistics show that. sixty percent of 
Belizeans are under twenty years. 
They were born fourteen years after 
the revolution. 


| These young people cannot know, 
tinlesS we inform. them, what Belize 














was like in 1950. Belize then had a 
population of about half of today's 
novnlation of 150,000 or more and 
they lived in the six districts that 
were still remote from the old capi- 
tal, Belize City which today is the 
commercial capital. 


Many changes for the better wee 
re brought about by the People's Uni 
ted Party with the Support of _§ the 
people. These changes are too nume- 
rous to record in one editorial. 
| Apart from the increase in the 
population, some of the major chan- 
ges are: the road system which con- 
nects all six districts by = major 
roads . and many villages by feeder 
and farm roads; the improved educa=- 
tion system of the church=state and 
government models which have high 
schools in every district and pro- 
vide three years of university stu- 
dies; improved transportation pro=- 
vides more. vehicles. to ensure mobi= 
lity from one place to another; bet- 
ter communications which enable Be« 
lizeans to speak on the telephone to 
all towns and many villages in Be~ 
lize as well as to many other coune 
tries. : 
_ These are some of the major 
changes for the better which were - 
realized in fulfillment of manifesto 
proposals mandated by the people in 


free and fair elections. 
. At) the last national elections 


the People's United Party _ presented 
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THE MANIFESTO FOR THE NEW AND PRO- 
GRESSIVE REVOLUTION and a £=majority 
endorsed this Manifesto. | | 

During the five years the go- 
vernment has worked this Manifesto 
and has completed most of the pro- 
jects. This is considered a good 
record by international standards; 
because fulfillment of half of a 


manifesto's proposals is_ considered 


an achievement in progress conside~ 
ring the difficult worldwide finan- 


cial times in which we live. 


Some of the major projects that 
have been achieved by government- to 
name a few = are the independence of 
Belize and its constitution of hu- 
man rights; Social Security, the 
Central Bank, major reconstruction 
of the Northern and Western High= 
ways; a new accounting system and 
budget format; the Belize College of 
Arts, Science and Technology; new 
equipment for electricity expansion; 
FM Radio and television; the police 
training school; the Air Wing, the 
Sea Wing and Maritime Base and  pa- 
trol boats of the Belize Defence 
Force. i | 

The foregoing. projects are some 


of the projects completed-.- not all. 


In the life of developing a country 


‘five years is not a long time and 


some projects. have to be started, 


continued and completed during  se- 


veral terms of government. | 
‘In carrying out the Manifesto 














CSO: 


the present Government in its final 
year has begun major projects such 
as a large housing programme, cons- 
truction to complete the Commerce 


Bight Pier, major bridges on the 


Southern Highway, a large project to 
improve the standard of feeder 


roads; improvement to the electrical. 
system; negotiations for a new hose 
pital, we learn. 

The record is a good one. It is 
especially so when we consider’ the 
obstacles in the way of development 
posed by the world economic crisis, 
high bank rates, inflation from 
nbroad, low commodity prices and a 
small tax base to provide developing 


finances for a country which is 
the second largest in the Caribbean 
Community and not the smallest in 


Central American. 

We wish the People's United Par 
ty many more years of success in 
a government that will bring about 
more changes for the better, 
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ECONOMY ASSESSED: PROBLEMS WITH ASSETS, STAGNANT GROWTH 
Balance-Sheet Report 
Belize City THE BEACON in English 29 Sep 84 p 5 


[Text] THE reeent balance sheet published by the Central Bank of Belize 
contains some very interesting revelations. 


External Assets fell by more than 11 million dollars from last year August 
and stands precariously at 19 millions. For some time businessmen have been 
complaining about the chronic shortage of foreign exchange. Government has 
been half-heartedly denying this known fact. However, the financial commun- 
ity were not convinced. They knew better. 


Tkey know that 19 million dollars cannot in any way pay for the things that 
are imported, Indeed the amount needed would be 70 millions. — 


The balance sheet shows another equally disturbing fact. In 1983 the Belize 
government forced $1.8 millions of Treasury Bills on the Central Bank. In 
less than one year it compelled the Bank to take $21.5 millions of worthless 
Treasury Bills. 


There are two serious implications arising: Firstly government's indebtedness 
has risen astronomically in less than one year. It must be experiencing hard 
times when it must raise revenue in this way to meet current expenditures. 


Secondly, these new Bills have released inflationary dollars into the income 
stream with all the evils attendant on inflation. 


The balance sheet now confirms what many knowledgeable persons had been say- 
ing all along: government is on the brink of bankruptcy. All of the evils 
of mismanagement, lack of economic planning and general ineptitude have 
brought the country into a deep depression. 


The situation can only be improved by sound economic planning and capable and 
conscientious administration. 














Lack of Growth in '83 
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{Text } Central American say, "registering moving again, 
Report, the weekly modest but recognizing the 
review of Central consistent growth, important role which 
American cconomics but all the other foreign financing will 
and politics, has services are at a have to play if the 
Produced evidence standstill." development plan is 
which shows that the Crux of the to succeed. 
year 1983 was a year economic crisis, the In April 1984 the 
of stagnation for report argues, lies New Zealand firm of 
Belize. in the country's’ Berl-Cawtran, under 

The year 1983 reliance on food contract to the 
registered a rate imports and sugar United Nations, 
growth in gross exports. In 1983 submitted a report 
domestic product of food imports determining priorities 
less than one less represented 30 and projects in the 
than one per-cent. per-cent of the value public sector 
While this was an of all purchases programmes - with 
improvement over the abroad. In the same emphasis on the 
country's 1982, year sugar sales -productive sector. 
negative growth amounted to at least ECLA, the UN 
performance, it half of Belize’s Economic Commission 
points out, it is still export earnings for Latin § America 
below the 1981 level. abroad. has also been asked 

Agriculture in 1983 In 1982 the Belize to help the 
fell from the four government set up government in 
per-cent increase it atop level eight Belmopan to devise 
had achieved in 1982 member investment the first phase of a 
while forestry Task Force to act as Development Plan 
production fell too. catalyst and one-stop which will run from 

"Manufacturing and shopping center for 1984 to 1988. 
construction are in potential investors. This development 
tne daldrums" the This was followed by plan, reliable reperts 
keport points out, the establishment of say, will involve the 
“for in spite of an Office fer Econo- public and the 
‘light increases their mic development. private sectors in 
ievels of production Recently the joint programmes 
are still significantly development team has aimed at seif-suf- 
below the 1980 level. been recommending ficiency, increasing 
The basic services concessions in an_ exports end 
are holding their intensive effort to attracting foreign: 
own,” it goes on to get the economy investments. 

I--Belize: Gross domestic product, 1980-1983 

(In missions of 1973 BZ$) 

_1980__ 1981 1982_ 

Gross domes.ic product 128.9 a/ 130.8 a/ 129.6 

Goods 55.0 55.5 55.3 


1983_ 
130.6 


56.3 











Agriculture 24.1 
Forestry 2.1 
Fishing 2.4 
Mining 0.4 
Manufacturing 13.1 
Construction 12.9 
Basic Services 14.4 
Electricity and water 1.7 
Transport, communications, 
etc. 12.7 


Price Deregulations 


Belize City AMANDALA in English 5 Oct 84 pp l, 12 


[Text] 


BELIZE CITY, Fri. Oct. 5 
Severe inflationary pres- 
sures on the Belize dollar 
provoked by drastically re- 
duced export earnings and 
dangerously dwindling for- 
eign reserves have resulted 
in the Belize ‘government's 
decision this week to dere- 


gulate prices on beer, 
soft drinks, and cigaret - 
tes. 

An immediate price hike 


was announced by the finan- 
cially troubled Bowen em- 
pire, (see ade elsewhere), 
the nation's largest whole 
-saler of beer and soft 
drinks, and other unplea- 
sant news for consumers will 


24.6 25.6 

2.2 4.0 

3.9 3.8 

0.4 0.4 

12.9 12.3 

11.5 9.2 

15.6 16.2 

1.7 2.0 

13.9 14,2 

no doubt follow. 

This amounts to the sec 
-ond indirect devaluation 


of the Belize dollarin less 
than four months and can 
be interpreted as another 
sign warning of the impend- 
ing collapse of the Belize- 
an economy. 

The corrupt and inept Bel 
-~ize. government, meanwhile, 
has suddenly speeded up its 


timetable for general el- 
ections in a desperate at- 
tempt to win another term 


of office before the people 
of Belize find out exactly 
how serious the financial 
situation is. 


Blow to Poor 
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[Text } 


IN.its desperate ‘pre-e- 
ggle to in- 
crease reventies,..the PUP 


lection st 


61 


26.3 
2.7 
4.8 
0.4 

12.6 
9.5 

16.6 


2.0 


14.5 











CSO: 


government has pushed the 


price of soft drinks and 
locally produced beer 
Skyward for the second 


time this year. The first 


raise came at budget tine 


in Marc). 

The ret.il .price of 
soft drinks has now been 
raised by an additional 
20 per cent to .65¢ per 
bottle, and the price of 
local beer and stout by 


17; per cent to $2.00 per. 


10 ounce bottle. 
because middle and low- 
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er class citizens form 
the vast majority among 
consumers of these two 
commodities, it is they 
that will be hit hardest 
by these new prices. 

But, of course, this 
does not concern the PUP 
government, as long as 
its own pockets are fill- 
ed. 

The new prices came at 
a particularly inoppor- 
tune time, sandwiched as 
they are between the cost 
of sending children to 
school for the new school 
year, and the quickly ap- 
proaching Xmas season. 











BELIZE 


U.S. USES SUGAR QUOTA AS POLITICAL TOOL; BELIZE GETS HURT 
Belize City AMANDALA in English 12 Oct 84 pp 5, 6, 8 


{Text ] 

Up until the middle of May 1982 Belize sold its sugar 
into two markets - the EEC, where it has a quota of 
41,000 long tons and the U.S.A. under the I.S.A. (In - 
ternational Sugar Agreement). This meant that whatever 
our production in a particular year or crop after meet- 
ing the local demand of 6-7,000 long tons and satisfy - 
ing our EEC quota of 41,000 long tons we would sell the 
baiance into the USA at very attractive prices, as Bel- 
ize qualifies for or enjoys a preferential treatment 
known as "GSP" status which further allows the sugar to 
be duty exempted and attracting a duty premium of  US- 
$2-8125¢ per 100 lb. {The U.S. has been’ threatening 
to 1ift this premium for the past two years, so it 
might conceivably disappear -overnight. ) 

In May 1982, when President Reagan brought CBI into 
operation, sugar did not come in for CBI concessions . 
The USA overnight imposed quota restrictions on all 
sugar entering the U.S. (Overnight, because all export - 
ing countries were caught unaware - and the quota impos 
-ition was to protect the U.S.A.'s own sugar industry). 
Belize was allocated a quota of one point one percent 
(1.1%) of whatever the overall USA sugar quota was for 
the quota year which runs October to September. 

With the imposition of the U.S. quota system, it now 
meant that, whatever is Belize's production, after ca- 
tering for ¢.mestic an? EEC markets, Belize can only 
sell into che U.S.A. up to i+s quota limit, leaving us 
with a surplus which is then s°ld by tender onthe world 
market at very depressed prices. In 1982 the price on 
the world market was U.S.$0-10¢ :ii1 is now just under 





US$Oo4¢. 

For Belize Sugar Industries (BSI) the immediate ef- 
fect of this was to convert a forecasted profit for 
the 1982 financial year. to a loss of circa BZE $6 mil- 
lion. 


To have an idea of how this could be poasible, letus 
assume that for the years 1981 and 1982 BSI produced 
100,000 long tons of sugar and that rices in the U.S.A. 
were stable for both years at say US$0.18¢ per 1b. 











1981 1982 








Production 100,000 100,000 
less for domestic consumption 6,500 6,500 
Available for export markets et 00 cetnee 
Less EEC quota 1,000 1,000 

524500 52,500 
Less USA marke t/quota 52,500 28,500 
Now remain for world destination 2,000 


The gross revenue accruing to BSI (of which cane farm 
-ers have 65%) for 1981 from U.S. sales would be US 
the tpees on 52,500 tons. For 1982, this would be US 

11,491,000 on 28,500 tons and US$5,367,000 on the re- 
maining 24,000 tons which had to be sold at world price 
of US$0-10¢ per lb, The effect is a loss in earnings 

Therefore ore can safely say that CBI has had an ad- 
verse effect on the economy of Belize rather than a fa 
-vourable one. As a matter of fact the US$10 million 
being made available to Belize under CBI isa total 
joke when you compare our loss in earnings annually due 
to the imposition of sugar quota. This explains why 
we have been clamouring for an increased U.S. quota . 
A reduction in quota of 4,000 tons (long or short, the 
effect is the same) spells an estimated loss in reve- 
nue of U,S.$1.million plus. 

Now what has further. aggravated the situation is 
that since 1983 up to this very minute the pound sterl- 
ing continues to weakenagainst the U.S. dollar causing 
us a severe exchange problem on our revenue from EEC 
quota sales. . 

Up to 1982, the pound was over the exchange rate of 
US $2.00 to 1&8. This week it was something like US 
$1-30 to one pound.. 

TO compound all this, for the last twelve months’ the 
pound sterling has been strong against the European bas 
-ket of currencies and due to the way the EEC sugar 
price structure is built, we suffered a penalty for this. 


(The EEC price mix isa complicated one.) 


When BSI realized its Plight, the company of course 
Started making noise to government, farmers, and every 
one, both on the national and international level.There 
is no way BSI as a company could have gotten an in- 
crease in US quota except it was an overall global in- 
aa as opposed to the decrease we have just suffer 
oo & ® 

Why? Because, as far as the U.S.A. ig concerned, su- 
gar is a political issue. This explains why Reagan ar- 
bitrarily cut Nicaragua's quota last year, Therefore it 
was up to our politicians to lobby with the right peo - 
ple in the U.S.A. 

Now, quite ironically enough, just about the time the 
U.S. was about to distribute Nicaragua's quota last 
year (1983), our government leaders were touring the 
US meeting Reagan et al. It is alleged that on that 
tour they were off handedly offered a bit of the quota 
(which it is now known was shared be tween Honduras - Fl 
Salvador and Costa Rica) but the Belize delegation turn 
-ed it down because of not wanting to offend our non- 
eee brothers (Nicaragua), who voted for our inde pen 
- ence, 
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Some time earlier this year the Belize government 
was told to go back and ask for the quota they turned 
down (this can not be confirmed as a fact) which they 
did but, as they did not send a representative to the 
North Carolina talks held shortly after,this again up- 
set the U.S. because the only countries that did not 

© to Carolina are the same ones that opposed the U.S. 
‘ntervention/invasion of Grenada. 
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BELIZE 


TEXT OF PRICE SPEECH TO CITRUS GROWERS' ASSOCIATION 
Belize City BELIZE SUNDAY TIMES in English 21 Sep 84 pp 2-3, 4 


[Text] DANGRIGA--SEPTEMBER 15, 1984. We meet to celebrate the citrus indus- 
try of Belize and to mark the progress made in recent months. 


Our cordial thanks are offered to the Citrus Growers’ Assocation for the in- 
vitation to be with you at this time when we are near to the third anniver- 
sary our our independence. 


It is right and proper that we recall the meaning of this great event. In 
today's world, a status of non-independence gives little or no international 
standing. To protect and to promote the best interests of Belize and its 
people, the status of independence is necessary. Among its benefits are the 
new opportunities open to our citrus industry. 


The unfolding events of history and the struggle of our revolution, peaceful 
and constructive, brought us to independence at a time of world economic 
crisis; yet, the state of our affairs would be worse had the time of inde- 
pendence been further delayed. How could we, as a colony, have faced a world 
situation after the war of the Falklands, the present tragedies of Central 
America and the future of Hong Kong which is now a colony? 


The case for independence was clearly presented by President Julius Nyerere 
when some years ago he spoke at the University of the West Indes: 


"We wanted an end to being ruled by others. We wanted to determine our own 
future, and to govern ourselves in our own interests as we saw them." 


Independent countries establish agreements. They make alliances. They form 
communities. These options better enable them to confront together the 
enormous problems which spare practically no country at a time of economic 
crisis. 


With independence, we became a member of the Commonwealth of Nations and we 
became a full member of the United Nations and of the Non-aligned Movement. 


We made bilateral agreements with the United States of America to be a party 
to the Caribbean Basin Initiative. 
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This relationship, on a basis of sovereign equality, helps us to work better 
our economic development plan of growing food for the home market and of 
producing--and where possible processing--some commodities for the external 
market, so that we earn foreign exchange to buy the things Belize needs, 

but does not make, for its economic development. 


An independent belize and its citrus industry, in addition to markets in 
the Caribbean Community, share the benefits of the Caribbean Basin initi- 
ative. These are the benefits of an expanded amrket and higher prices. 

To further improve the trade we would wish the buyers of our citrus have an 
equal liking for the grapefruit as they have for the orange. 


A week ago, we celebrated an event which marked progress in our fishing in- 
dustry. It was the opening of a new ice factory and new buildings to pro- 
vide space for a sales office and storage in Belize City, the property of the 
Northern Fishermen Cooperative. 


Today we review the improvement of the citrus industry, an improvement mainly 
due to hard work and intelligent management of all ocncerned and also on the 
opportunities resulting from the Caribbean Basin Initiative as well as sub- 
stantial loans from the Development Finance Corporation and cooperation with 
government. 


A few days from now we celebrate the third anniversary of our independence. 
The theme for this year's celebration is INDEPENDENCE III--A TIME TO SET NEW 
GOALS. 


I would submit that the new goals we set in this industry would be to con- 
tinue and to increase our investment in the citrus industry by hard work and 
self-discipline; by even better organization and by more care for the orchards 
so that we keep the industry going at a better level and thus contribute more 
to the development of Belize. 


One of this country's greatest economists, who knew the problems of the Third 
World was Ernst F. Schumacher. In his book "SMALL IS BEAUTIFUL", Schumacher 
had this to say: 


"Economic development is something much wider and deeper than economics. Its 
roots lie outside the economic sphere. It lies in education, organization, 
discipline and beyond that, in political independence, and a national con- 
sciousness of self-reliance." 


We meet today to plan our work at a time when life in our region must go on 
under the shadow of awful events. In such circumstances, we believe that 
Belize can best contribute to an improvement by keeping its house in order; 
preserving the democratic process and working the mixed economy. 


Small and poor and beautiful as we are, we can, by our way of national life, 
encourage others in their service to. the region and its peoples. 


As we work the Craibbean Basin Initiative, we are reminded that a few months 
ago when receiving the Ambassador of the United States to the Vatican, His 
Excellency Mr. William A. Wilson, Pope John Paul the Second said: 











"I cannot fail to express my conviction that the condition of today's world 
depends in great measure on the way the United States exercises her global 
mission of service to humanity." 


Belize's relations with the United States are good as is evidenced. by the 
benefits available to the citrus industry and by other benefits. We believe 
that this service to humanity will continue to improve when the United States 
supports the recommendations of the Kissinger Commission on Central America. 


Speaking on the subject of global consensus and economic development, Dr 
Kissinger once told the United Nations: 


“We know that the world economy nourishes us all. We know that we live on a 
shrinking planet. Materially, as well as morally, our destinies are inter- 
twined."’ 


In « rder to live together in peace and in harmonious development, there are 
certain rules that all must observe. 


The late Pope Paul the Sixth, who lived in tne decade of the seventies, looked 
to the future as he wrote to His Eminence Cardinal Maurice Roy of Australia 
about The Coming Eighties. He offered a guideline for peace and development: 


“The most important duty is to allow each country to promote its own develop- 
ment, within the framework of a cooperation free from any spirit of domina- 
tion, whether economic or political." 


The faithful observance of this way of international life will take Belize 
and all its industries and all its people into a happy and prosperous future. 


Such a failure can be ours with the blessing and help of the Lord, the God of 
Nations, to whom the Psalmist cried out in wonder: 


"Thou dost cause the grass to grow for the cattle, and plants for man to 
cultivate, that he may bring forth food from the earth, and wine to gladden 
the heart of man, oil to make his face shine, and bread to strengthen man's 
heart. ''--(Psalm 104,14-16) 


This is my wish and prayer for the industry. May its leaders and its workers 
have a good and productive meeting and coming season. 
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BELIZE 


NEW PATROL VESSELS FROM UK ADDED TO DEFENSE FORCE 
Belize City BELIZE SUNDAY TIMES in English 21 Sep 84 pp l, 7 


[Text] Prime Minister George Price says relations between Belize and the 
United Kingdom are even better now than before independence. He made the 
statement Wednesday at a ceremony to mark the official opening of the Mari- 
time Wing of the Belize Defence Force (BDF) in the Fort George area of 
Belize City. The ceremony also included the handing over of two patrol ves- 
sels--Dangriga and Toledo--by the British High Commissioner, Mr Francis Trew. 


The Prime Minister of Belize also praised the close cooperation with the 
British government. 


"We view this beneficial relationship as faithful compliance with assurance 
given in Belmopan on the day of independence by Mr Nicholas Ridley who, as 
Minister of the British Government, presided over the Constitutional Con- 
ference and did much to help remove obstacles to our independence" Mr Price 
said in reply to an address by the British High Commissioner. 


On the BDF, Mr Price, who is Minister of Defence, said: “Belize's military 
force, which together (Belize and Britain) we support, by its very name 
shows the world that it is a defensive force. In no way does it imply 
offensive action against any country." 


The Prime Minister repeated Belize's wish to live in peace and harmonious co- 
operation with all our neighbors. ‘We extend to them the hand of friendship 
and ask in return that they recognize and accept our right to be what we are 
today--an independent nation with sovereignty over all our territory." 


The ceremony also included the handing over of a remodelled building, former- 
ly Customs Shed No. 3, which will serve as the base of the BDF's Maritime 
Wingy. 


Commissioner Trew in handing over the patrol boats explained that they were 
built in the Isle of Wight by the well-known British firm of Souters. 


The boats have a 20-metre fiberglass hull and are equipped with General 
Motors' engines, Decca Radar, Giro compasses, Onan generators, and are armed 
with 50-calibre machine guns. 











Commissioner Trew explained that the specificiation is very closely matched 
to the job they will be required to perform and to the resources available 
to the Belize Defence Force to operate them. He said that in a democratic 
country the Force must live and work within the budget assigned to it. 


Mr Trew said belizeans can be justifiably proud of their Defence Force. 
He noted, too, the close cooperation between the BDF and the British Forces 
Belize in daily work and training. 


The British High Commissioner also noted that there is still some work to be 
done before the base and the boats become fully operational. A channel is 

to be dredged to enable the boats to be berthed alongside. It will be able 
to handle craft larger than the patrol boats and the Belize Government will 
thus have a very useful repair facility for more general use, Mr Trew pointed. 


The BDF already has an Air Wing in operation. The main arm of the Force, 
however, is the Infantry Wing. 


Taking part in the ceremony last Wednesday morning were the Rev Lloyd Lopez 
and the Rev Gervais Clarke, the Roman Catholic and Anglican chaplains of the 
BDF. 


Attending the ceremony were ministers and officials of government and guests. 
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BELIZE 


BRIEFS 


RICE FROM GUATEMALA--BELIZE CITY, Fri. Oct. 5--Our sources say the reason for 
the puzzling United Nations statement made by the Belize representative Bobby 
Leslie and reported here last week, a confusing statement explaining Belize's 
vote for Guatemala (which does not recognize Belize) as a U.N. vice presi- 
dent, was that the Belize government was being bailed out with rice shipments 
from Guatemala. The Belize Government apparently ordered 450 sacks of rice 
from inside Guatemala about two weeks ago, in a desperate attempt to ease the 
local rice shortage in this election year, and sent a lorry for same. While 
the lorry was travelling, Belmopan ordered 250 more sacks, which amount the 
Guats delivered in Belize, we do not know how but city rumours say in Purina 
Dog Chow sacks to disguise contents. In any case, the lorry then came back 
to Belize empty, the Guats failing to fill the first order, for 450 sacks, 
that is. Western area residents say these are strange developments, for they 
are being victimized when they travel to Melchor. They are charged a quetzal 
going and half a quetzal coming back. If they stay overnight, even with a 
three day permit, they are arrested and fined the amount in their pockets. 
[Text] [Belize City AMANDALA in English 5 Oct 84 p 1] 


ROUND OF ALIENS--Final figures obtained from the Information Service show 

that the three-month amnesty to illegal aliens brought in less than the of- 
ficial estimates of ten thousand. The exact figure is 8,879, mostly from the 
Corozal, Orange Walk and Cayo Districts. Registrations for the amesty period 
of May, June and July were remarkably uniform with 2,853 aliens coming in to 
register in May, 2,851 in June and 3,173 in July. [Text] [Belize City THE 
REPORTER in English 30 Sep 84 p 1] 


VISITING AVIATION EXPERTS--Two British experts on aviation are visiting 

Belize this week. Mr Michael Watson and Mr Allen Daley are both from the 
United Kingdom Civil Aviation Authority (CAA). Mr Daley is the senior surveyor 
for the Caribbean and is based in Trinidad. He is holding discussions on the 
extension for the contract for air worthiness advisory services to Belize up 
to the end of this year. Belize, like other Caribbean territories, does not 
yet have fully qualified personnel to inspect and survey aircrafts regularly 
arriving at its airport. The CAA provides this service to Caribbean territor- 
ies on a contract basis. Belize's contract with the CAA is soon to expire. 

Mr Watson will continue surveying the aircrafts using the Belize International 
Airport. He is expected to make recommendations to Belize's Civil Aviation 
Department on ways to improve on the inspection and surveying of aircraft by 








the department's avtation officials. [Text] [Belize City BELIZE SUNDAY 
TIMES in English 14 Oct 84 p 5] 


WATER, SEWERAGE CONTRACTS--Minister of Energy and Communications Mr Elijio 
Briceno last week signed contracts with five local firms for the continu- 
ation of work on the Belize City Water and Sewerage Project. The total cost 
of the contracts is some $5.6 million. They cover the laying of water and 
sewerage pipes on south and north sides in Belize City and the supply of 
machinery for the project. The Belize City Water and Sewerage Project got 
underway in 1976 and is about 50 percent completed. It is expected to be 
completed in 1987. Its total cost will be around some $50 million. The 
Canadian government is shouldering part of the expenses. The five firms are 
Seramak International Belize Ltd., Wilhelm Lopez, Belize Aggragates Ltd., 
William Gillett and Rudolph Gillett and Sons. [Text] [Belize City BELIZE 
SUNDAY TIMES in English 14 Oct 84 p 5] 


CRITICISM OF MUSA, SHOMAN--So DISWEEK is raging hell this week again. This 
time it is because the Belizean government, of which Mr. Musa and Mr. Shoman 
are part, has decided to establish diplomatic relations with Israel. But 

Mr. Musa and Mr. Shoman are also owners of DISWEEK. These two gentlemen 

seem not to agree with Mr. Price's government on many issues, yet they are 
just not able to quit the PUP. See what you make of it. Oh, by the way it 
would seem that Mr. Price can't do without them either. [From unsigned column 
“From Far & Near"] [Text] [Belize City AMANDALA in English 20 Sep 84 p 5] 
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SLUMPING TOURISM BECOMING MATTER OF ECONOMIC CONCERN 


Six-Month Decline 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 29 Aug 84 p 2 


[Text] 


The number of tourists 
visiting Bermuda dropped 
by 8.6 percent during the 
first six months of the year. 

Regular visitor arrivals fell 


by just over 17,000 or 7.8 
percent to 199,673, and the 
number of cruise ship 
passengers was down by 12.5 
percent to 39,635. 


The tourist industry 
slump during the first half of 
the year resulted in a drop in 
visitor spending of about $9 
million or 6.3 percent to 
$138.2 million. 

The figures released by 
the Government Statistical 
Department did, however, 
reveal that although visitor 
arrivals during the second 
quarter of the year were 
significantly down on 1983, 
they showed some improve- 
ment on first quarter com- 
parisons. 

Total tourist arrivals for 
the first three months of 
1984 were 13.7 percent down 


13 


on 1983 first quarter figures. 

The latest Bermuda 
Quarterly Bulletin of 
Statistics shows a continued 
reduction in tourists during 
the second three months of 
the year, with total arrivals 
dropping by 6.9 percent to 
180,455. 

Poth regular and cruise 
visitors fell during the sec- 
ond quarter, registering de- 
creases of 4.9 percent and 
13.5 percent respectively. 

Second quarter visitor 
spending is estimated to 
have dropped by just under 
$4 million or 3.6 percent on 
the corresponding figure for 
1983 of $108.6 million. 

The Bulletin disclosed 
that the hotel industry em- 
ployment level stood at 
5,055 in April and was 
marginally higher than the 
previous year’s position. 

The increase in jobs was 
confined to smaller estab- 
lishments, and was not ap- 
plicable to hotels. 
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Criticism of Union Role 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 29 Aug 84 p 4 


[Editorial } 


[Text ] 


The new Minister of Tourism, the Hon. 
Irving Pearman, has plunged into the job 
with tremendous energy and a will. to turn 
around Bermuda’s sagging tourist figures. It 
seems clear that what Mr. Pearman is trying 
to do is get Bermuda back into the main- 
stream of tourism as the “Queen of the 


Islands” with its dignity intact but its image 


revitalised. It is no easy job. 


It is a job which cannot be undertaken by 


the Ministry of Tourism alone. It is going to 
require a concerted effort by all Bermudians 
and it is going to require some sacrifices. 

Bermudians have had it very good for a 
very long time and have come to assume 
that nothing can be done to upset their 
extremely high standard of living. That is 
simply not true. The last few years should 
have taught us just how susceptible we are 
to competition and changing circumstances. 

Tourists and overseas companies who pay 
the high prices necessary to meet the de- 
mands that Bermudians make in wages to 
support their high living, have the right to 
expect the best. Bermudians want the best 
for themselves but seem unwilling to protect 
their standard by providing the best for their 
visitors. 

For some time now, some hotels have been 
lax in maintaining accommodation and fa- 


cilities and some Bermudians have been lax | 








in providing good service. Bermudians have | 
grown careless and contemptuous of those | 


who pay. Other people, in other countries, 
relatively new to the tourism industry, are 
hungry for what we have and will work for 
their own success. 

There is a fatal assumption in Bermuda 


that the Country owes its people the price of 


high living when, in fact, the people have to 
learn to work for the price themselves. 

In recent days at Sonesta Beach we have 
seen just how cavalier some Bermudians can 
be about their livelihood. There was a labour 
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disruption over a relatively minor matter at 
a time when the hotel was full. It came at a 
time when everyone knew there were real 
problems at Loews Bermuda Beach and that 
the Castle Harbour Hotel was likely to close 
for extensive renovations under new manage- 
ment, yet it came. 

Tourism figures were down, the future un- 
certain, yet there was a willingness to in- 
convenience guests at the very hotel, 
Sonesta Beach, which has a history of high 
occupancy and success. 

If Sonesta develops problems who will suf- 
fer first? The very people who were walking 
at the gate when the hotel was full and the 
tips were plentiful. 

Who “bites the hand that feeds them”? 
Clearly the BIU. In order to get one shop 
steward reinstated, the BIU was willing to 
strike a full hotel against the wishes of many 
of its own members. 

We must ask if the BIU represents its 
members as a unit or a single shop steward? 

There can be no better example of how 
careless we can be with our premier industry 
or ..ow contemptuous we can be of our tour- 
ists than the events at Sonesta Beach. 

This is not the first time that we have had 
almost casual strikes and walk-outs in our 
hotels without consideration for the valid 
expectations of our visitors who are entitled 
to a trouble free holiday. No one, Bermu- 
dians included, wants to spend hard-earned 
money on a trip to be hassled. Nor should we 
expect to take our internal problems out on 
the visitors who feed us. 

We have to accept that tourism is our vital 
industry. No country and no man should be 
silly enough or selfish enough to destroy the 
very thing which provides survival. 

The time has come for Bermuda to accept 
that all industrial disputes in the tourist 
industry should go automatically to arbitra- 
tion. Other countries already accept that 
principle and they do not depend as heavily 
on tourism as Bermuda does. 








We must agree that we cannot subject our 


visitors to the ramifications of our problems. 
We are a resort. We offer a service. We can 
no longer expect people to consider Bermuda 
a wonderful place to visit if we ruin their 
vacation. Our problems are not our visitors’ 
problems and they have a right to protection 
and to a guarantee that we will make their 
trip as trouble free and as enjoyable as we 
possibly can. If we do not, we are on the road 


to failure. 


Threats from Imports, Tourism Drop 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 3( Aug 84 pp 15, 16 


[Text ] 


Government this week 
had more indications that 
Bermuda’s economy may be 
heeding for hard times, only 
days after the Finance Mini- 
ster admitted it was showing 
some worrying trends. 

Figures released this week 
show imports hitting an all- 
time high, a dramatic fall in 
the number of local and in- 
ternational company start- 
ups, and slumping tourist 
totals. 

Virtually the only good 
news in the Statistica! De- 
Sartment’s returns for the 
second quarter was a boom 
in housing completions and 
a steady inflation rate. 

The Minister, Dr. the 
Hon. Clarence James, told 
The Royal Gazette last Fri- 
day the Government was 
facing both a budget and 
balance of payments deficit 
for the first time in years. 

This week’s figures show 

the extent of the second- 
quarter problem, with: 
@imports hitting a record 
high of $107.3 million, up 
22.5 percent on the same 
period last yeer; 
@A 32 percent fall in the 
number of companies regis- 
tered, including a decline of 
nearly one-half in local com- 
pany formations; and 


@Tourist totals down nearly 
seven percent at 180,455, 
with their spending down 
nearly $4 million at $108.6 
million. 

The high import total for 
the quarter put the half- 
yearly figure up more than 
10 percent on last year and a 
break-down of the returns 
gives every sign that Bermu- 
dians are going on a con- 
sumer spending boom. 
Clothing and _ transport 
equipment — including cars 
and cycles — rose nearly 60 
percent and 24 percent re- 
spectively. 

Finished manufacturers — 
which includes consumer 
durables such as videos and 
washinz machines — jump- 
ed 15.8 percent. 

Government statistician 
Mr. John Randall said the 
sudden surge upwards was 
hard to explain, although 
items such as fuels, which 
showed a big qua:terly rise, 
tended to be erratic during 
the year. There was also one 
large clothing shipment from 
Hong Kong, be said. 

Retail sales figures tend to 
back up the spending boom 
evidence. Sales were up in 
cash and volume terms on 
last year, despite the drop in 
tourist spending. 


The fall in company for- 
mations must give ministers 
some concern. Not only are 
registrations well down for 
the three months and more 
than eight percent lower for 
the half-year compared with 
1983 and 1982, but the sec- 
ond quarter fall has gone 
against the seasonal trend in 
recent years. The third quar- 
ter, rather than the second, 
usually sees a large fall in 
formations. 

While international regis- 
trations are down by more 
than eight percent on the 
half year, the number of 
Bermudian companies for- 
med is down by 28 percent. 

Reaction to the figures has 
been mixed, with most 
people reserving their pos- 
ition. 

Dr. James is already on 
record as saying the possi- 
bility of a balance of pay- 
ments deficit was no cause 
for panic but that there were 
some worrying economic 
trends, with growth slower: 
than in recent years 

He would not comment on 
whether would have to in- 
crease taxes, cut services or 
delay public works to 
balance the Government’s 
budget. 





Progressive Labour Party 
MP Mr. Reginald Burrows 
said he wanted to look at the 
figures in detail before com- 
menting. 

“However, I] think every- 
one will realise the dollar is 
quite strong and the tourists 
are going where they will get 
better value, in some of the 
Caribbean Islands and, 
particularly, in Europe, 
which is cheap now,” he 
said. 

A senior PLP member 
said privately the rise in im- 
ports and continued con- 
sume; spending would be 
worrying the Government. 

“The money has to come 
from somewhere. We will 
have to see if consumer 
credit is increasing, or de- 
posits falling, or whatever,” 
he said. 

The banks say there have 
been no dramatic move- 
ments in either loans or sav- 
ings. Butterfield’s Mr. Ted 
White said both were up, 
although not significantly, 
while Bank of Bermuda’s 
Mr. Jack Lightbourn said 
consumer loans seemed to be 
slightly higher. 

“The main trend seems to 
be Bermudians travelling as 
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though the rest of the world 
was about to disappear,’’ he 
said. 

The decline in tourist 
totals and, as a result, 
spending and Government 
income, has become a reg- 
ular debating point in recent 
months. Everyone from the 
Premier and the new Tour- 
ism Minister, the Hon. Irv- 
ing Pearman, to Chamber of 
Commerce President Mr. 
Leonard Gibbons has warn- 
ed of problems ahead. 

The list was joined this 
week by restaurant and bar 
owners who want restrictions 
on new businesses opening 
up. (See accompanying 
story). 

The good news for the 
Government in the quarterly 
returns was that the annual 
inflation rate is continuing 
to hold at about five per- 
cent. 

And the finishing of the 
84-unit Rockaway Housing 
Development put housing 
completions for the quarter 
up to 229 units and for the 
half-year up to 358. The six- 
month figure is nearly 80 
percent of total completions 
for 1983. 








BERMUDA 


UBP BACKBENCHERS DISCUSS CONCERNS ABOUT SWAN GOVERNMENT 
Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 25 Sep 84 p 1 


[Text ] 


A group of United Bermuda Party backbenchers have 
been holding private meetings to discuss their concerns 
about the Swan style of Government. 

About a half a dozen MPs — including several former 
Cabinet Ministers — have met regularly during the past 
few weeks to air their views on the Government's current 
performance and to plan future strategies, The Royal 
Gazette has learned. 

The backbenchers are not intent on bringing down 
Premier the Hon. John Swan, it is understood, but rather 
want to ensure that backbenchers have some input into the 
process of Government. 


It is believed that the MPs are concerned that the 
strength of caucus — the Parliamentary group — is being 
whittled away by a new centrist-style administration in 
which much of the power rests with the Premier and his 
advisers. 

The group, which meets informally once a week, were 
disturbed by the Government’s handling of the recently 
published Quality of Life Survey and by a speech delivered 
by Education Minister the Hon. George Thomas on ex- 
cellence in education. 

The group is known to include former Cabinet members, 
Mr. Harry Viera, the Hon. Ralph Marshall, Mr. William 
Cox and the Hon. C. V. (Jim) Woolridge, as well as Mr. 
Tony Correia, and it is thought that other MPs have also 
attended tne meetings. 

Two of the backbenchers, Mr. Marshall and Mr. Viera. 
left the Island on Saturday to represent Bermuda at this 
week's Commonwealth Parliamentary Association con- 
ference in the Isle of Man. 

Mr. Marshall, as the senior member of Bermuda’s delega- e 
tion, will be leading a conference discussion on control of . 
public spending and is expected to give a detailed presen- 
tation to the gathering. 

The conference takes place annually and is used as a 
forum for exchange of ideas between Commonwealth Parlia- 
mentarians. 

The Queen Mother is due to open the conference and a 
reception is to be attended by Princess Anne. 
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SURVEY ON QUALITY OF LIFE BECOMES POLITICAL ISSUE 


Contribution to Government Program 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 18 Sep 84 p 3 


[Article by Keith Blackmore] 


[Text ] 





The Quality of Life Survey is likely to be one of the major 
considerations when Government prepares its programme 
for next year. 

That programme, usually unveiled in the Throne Speech 
when Parliament opens, may be revealed in a different form 
this year. The Throne Speech will be given by Princess 
Margaret on October 25 but this is likely to be a shorter 
address than usual. 

Government sources say that programmes not included in 
the speech may be revealed later in the year. 

It is likely that the survey will have a considerable 
influence on those programmes. Premier the Hon. John 
Swan said yesterday: ‘“While I am pleased with the general 
findings of the Quality of Life Report there are issues of 
concern and Government will continue to address these 
matters.” 

The weight of the report’s findings may already have 
been felt. When asked about recreation facilities, inter- 
viewees said there was a need for a number of things. Top of 
the list were youth centres (25 percent), followed by parks 
(17 percent). , 

Only nine percent — the same number that wanted extra 
swimming facilities — said they wanted a sports complex. 

One source said that the survey report had been received 
at about the same time that Government decided to shelve 
the Nationa! Sports Centre. He was unable to say whether 
it had influenced the decision but said it had confirmed 
Government suspicions. 

Next year’s programme is now being prepared. Each 
Government department is being sent a copy of the survey 
findings and each department head is being asked to re- 
spond. 

Close attention is likely to be paid to what Bermudians 
regarded as the major personal and public issues facing 
Bermuda. 

Bermudians placed drug abuse at the top of the list of 
problems they felt were most poorly controlled and the 
survey revealed that there is widespread support for tougher 
penalties for iliegal drug use. Drug pushing drew an even 
harsher response with more than 80 percent wanting penal- 
ties stiffened. 
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When asked what were the worst things about living in 
Bermuda, the cost of living topped the list, followed by 
housing. 

Government will be unlikely to feel it can address the 
complaint that came in-between: the smallness of the 
Island, but will hope that a series of new measures, includ- 
ing more surveys and investment insurance, will help the 
housing problem. 

Housing and the cost of living were also identified as the 
two most important economic issues facing the Country. 
The most popular solutions to economic problems offered 
by tue interviewees were lowering prices, building houses 
and Bermudianisation. 


According to the survey, the most dissatisfied group are 
younger adults (age 21 to 30) who are unhappy about the 
“bottleneck problern” created by too few senior jobs. 

Government may also consider that two-thirds of those 
asked thought that some people have more economic op- 
portunities than others. 


The education system received high marks but even so 40 
percent of both white and black parents thought that not 
enough homework was demanded of their children. 

And while almost all whites were happy with the quality 
of teaching, black parents were more concerned, one quarter 
of them saying that teaching was only fair. 

Education Minister the Hon. George Thomas, who re- 
cently proclaimed a “new era” in Bermuda education, will 
draw comfort from the fact that not one parent said dis- 
cipline was too strict or that the quality of teaching was 
poor. 


Crime did not seriously concern those questioned. About 
two-thirds of the adults said the crime rate in their 
neighbourhood was less than average or very low. 

Government will also be pleased by Professor Gurr’s 
conclusions that: ‘“‘Bermudians attitudes are consistent 
with emphasis on informal social control. They also show a 
high potential for cooperating with the Police in crime 
control efforts.” | 

This will be seen as further encouragement for the 


already successful neighbourhood crime watch schemes 
which have proliferated throughout the Island this year. 
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PLP Criticism 
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[Text } 


CSO: 


3298/052 


A top Progressive Labour Party official has questioned 
some of the results contained in the Government com- 
missioned Quality of Life Survey. 


PLP Chairman Mr. Alex Scott said yesterday that 
Professor Ted Robert Gurr, who conducted the study, had 
reached conclusions that stood in stark contrast with find- 
ings he had reached only two years ago when he made a 
similar report. 

“Dr. Gurr has had two shots at this subject and he’s come 
up with a different side of the coin on both occasions,” said 
Mr. Scott. “Would we find another revision if he made 
another survey in two years time?” 

Mr. Scott said that the optimistic picture of Bermuda 
that Dr. Gurr had drawn from his survey seemed to clash 
with reality. 

“In this report it would appear that Bermuda gets a clean 
bill of health,” said Mr. Scott. ““That would be ideal if it 
wasn’t at odds with things that we see around us.” 

The PLP chairman was also curious about the methods 
that were used when the survey was conducted. 

“One has to wonder out loud about the sampling base for 
it,” he said. 

But Mr. Scott added that he was pleased to see that the 
survey had been “demographically weighted” so as to ac- 
curately reflect Bermuda’s population as described in the 
1980 census. 


Dr. Gurr’s report did contain a great dea! of interesting 


information said Mr. Scott. 
“It is useful, as was his first effort,’’ he said. ““But how 


much weight do you put on it?”’ 


Mr. Scott felt that the report tended to emphasise per- 
ceptions of various situations rather than realities. He 


_ added that he would need time to study the findings ir 


some detail before commenting further. 


PLP spokesman Senator David Allen said that other 
party officials also wanted time to analyse the survey before 
issuing any comments on it. 
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SUSPENSION OF DISSIDENTS FAILS TO STEM SCHISM IN PLP 
Union Leader's Criticism 
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[Excerpts ] 


Labour leader Mr. John Payne has at- 
tacked the Opposition for neglecting the 
needs of Bermuda’s workers while it con- 
centrates on internal Party problems. 

The Opposition Progressive Labour Par- 
ty was so preoccupied with committing 
political suicide that the affairs of the 
workers were being ignored, said Mr. Pay- 
ne, President of the Bermuda Public 
Service Association. 

“The needs of the country and the work- 
ers must come before personal aggrandise- 
ment,” Mr. Payne told the audience at 
Monday's Labour Day celebrations. 

“A divided Opposition is no opposi- 
tion,” he said. : 

Mr. Payne had questioned the commit- 
ment of the Government to improving 
-onditions for the country’s workforce. 

“Is it right for workers in 1984 to be 
fighting over recognition?” he asked. 

Healtl, and safety legislation had been 
passed, but the regulations were still being 
prepared and the manpower necessary to 
enforce them was not available, he said. 

Mr. Payne continued that the housing 

crisis was placing extreme pressures on 
workers, and the state of the tourist in- 
dustry was another concern. 
_ The BPSA President declined to expand 
on his Labour Day comments yesterday, 
except to confirm that his criticism of the 
Opposition was related to the PLP leader- 
ship rift. 
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Public Concerns 
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[Text ] A group of concerned citizens has started a petition 
calling for a change of leadership in the PLP. 

A spokesman for the Concerned Citizens Organisation, an 
apolitical community group which claims to have 60 mem- 
bers, said yesterday the petition was designed to gauge 
popular support — or lack thereof — for PLP leader Mrs. 
Lois Browne Evans. 

The spokesman, who referred to himself simply as 
“Faith”, said he and other group members agreed whole- 
heartedly with a suggestion by six dissident PLP members 
that Mrs. Browne Evans should get out. 

The petition described rebel PLP MPs Messrs. Gilbert 
Darrell, Austin Thomas, Lionel Simmons and Walter 
Brangman, and party members Mr. Calvin Smith and Mr. 
Roger Russell, as men who had “already expressed their 
concern” about the situation. 

“Please sign below if you are a concerned citizen,” it 
continued. 

“Mr. Faith” said it appeared that, over the years, the 
PLP had become stagnant. 

_ “We've seen so many changes in the Government — Sir 
Edward Richards, Sir John Sharpe, Mr. David Gibbons, 
and now Mr. John Swan. 

“But the PLP has yet to make a move. These are the 
1980’s, it’s not the 1960’s any more.” 

The petition has been circulated for three days now, and 
so far, Mr. Faith said, he has received 100 signatures. 


Suspension. Action 
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[Text ] Four Opposition MPs and The dissidents themselves 





two Party members have 
been suspended from the 
PLP despite the fact that 
the disciplinary committee 
set up to hear charges 
against them made no find- 
ing of yr ilt. 

The disciplinary commit- 
tee made no judgment on 
charges against the dissi- 
dents, and indeed rapped 
the knuckles of the Party's 
Central Committee which 
initiated proceedings against 
the rebels, The Royal Gazet- 
te learned yesterday. 

The report of the three- 
member panel said that in 
future, the Central Commit- 
tee should not become in- 
volved in proceedings of dis- 
ciplinary committees and 
should make charges laid 
against members clearer in 
their content. 





said yesterday that the Op- 
position leadership’s action 
to suspend them “can only 
send a chill through the 
hearts of all concerned 
Bermudians’”’. 

Clearly unrepentant, they 
said that this destructive 
course of action teinforced 
their concern that Opposi- 
tion Leader Mrs. Lois 
Browne Evans did not pos- 
sess the qualities to lead the 
PLP to victory. 

Central Committee's 
suspension of the Opposition 
Whip, two Shadow Mini- 
sters and another MP pend- 
ing futher deliberation by 
next month’s PLP annual 
delegates conference will 
leave the Party’s Parlia- 
mentary group thin on the 
ground when Parliament 
opens on October 25. 


Unless the suspension is 
lifted, Mrs. Browne Evans 
will have only ten MPs in 
her House of Assembly fold 
— compared to the Govern- 
ment’s 26 — while her four 
suspended members sit on 
the crossbenches as indepen- 
dents. 

Mrs. Browne Evans is also 
left with several at least 
temporary gaps in her 
Shadow Ministry following 
the suspension of Mr. 
Walter Brangman, who was 
responsible for works, hous- 
ing and agriculture, and Mr. 
Lionel Simmons, who spoke 
on youth, sport and com- 
munity affairs. 

The Royal Gazette 
learned yesterday that 
another Opposition MP, Mr. 
Ottiwell Simmons, asked to 
be relieved of the Shadow 
Ministry of Education in 
May, but stil] has not been 
replaced. 

As Dr. Barbara Ball is the 
only Opposition MP without 
a specific responsibility, 
Mrs. Browne Evans will 
have to increase the work- 
loads of remaining MPs, as- 
sign the vacant shadow 
portfolios to her members in 
the Senate or leave them un- 
filled. 

Letters sent to the dissi- 
dents by Party Chairman 
Mr. Alex Scott yesterday in- 
formed them that a special 
meeting of Central Commit- 
tee had found that they had: 
@ Acted against the 
interests of the Party; 

@ Failed to abide by the de- 
cision of the special de- 
legates conference, and; 


Engaged in conduct in- 
consistent with Party mem- 
bership. 


The rebels have been told 
that they have been 
suspended from the Party 
until the annual delegates 
conference, to begin on Oc- 
tober 28. 

Five of the dissidents — 
Mr. Gilbert Darrell, Mr. 
Austin Thomas, Mr. 


Brangman, Mr. Simmons 
and Mr. Calvin Smith — 


were informed by Mr. Scott 


that “the conference will de- 
cide whether you be further 
suspended, removed from 
the Party, or any other ac- 
tion the conference sees fit’’. 

But in the case of the 
sixth accused, Mr. Roger 
Russell, the message is 
much clearer. His letter 
states: “Secondly, a motion 
was made, and passed by 
majority vote, that you be 
suspended from the Party 
until the annual delegates 
conference, and that it be 
recommended to the de- 
legates conference that you 
be expelled from the Party.” 

While all six dissidents 
eventually boycotted hear- 
ings of the disciplinary com- 
mittee, Mr. Russell declined 
to appear before the panel at 
any stage. 

He has also lodged a com- 
plaint which is currently be- 
ing investigated by Police 
that he was assaulted by 
Party Organiser Mr. Roose- 
velt Brown during a meeting 
of the PLP’s Pembroke 
branch. 

A statement issued by Mr. 
Brangman yesterday on 
behalf of the six suspended 
members said that the four 
MPs wished to make it 
crystal clear that they would 
remain as elected Members 
of Parliament and intended 
to continue to serve their 
constituencies vigorously in 
that capacity. 

They also made it quite 
clear that they do not regret 
their criticisms of the Op- 
position leadership which 
led to charges being laid 
against them and, ultimate- 
ly, to their suspension. 

‘“‘Bermudians of all politi- 
cal persuasions need to be 
concerned that the Bermuda 
Progressive Labour Party 
has suspended four Mem- 
bers of Parliament and two 
senior members for publicly 
expressing the view that 
Mrs. Browne Evans should 
step down as Leader,” Mr. 
Brangman said. 
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‘‘In initiating and 
vigorously pursuing this de- 
structive course of action, 
Mrs. Browne Evans, the 
leader and chief executive of 
the Party, has more than 
justified our collective con- 
cer that she did not possess 
the leadership qualities re- 
quired to lead the PLP to 
victory.” 

The statement said that 
the public should %e con- 
cerned because the 
suspended members had a 
strong sense of commitment 
to the proposition that 
Bermudians needed and de- 
‘served caring, responsive 
‘government. 

“It has been and con- 
tinues to be their view that 
this sort of government can 
only be created by a 
Progressive Labour - Party 
with enlightened leadership. 

“However the latest de- 
cision of that leadership can 
only send a chill through the 
hearts of all concerned 
Bermudians,” the dissidents 
said. 

The PLP had a responsi- 
bility to Bermuda to present 
a serious alternative to the 
United Bermuda Party, and 
was the only vehicle to 
enable the country to focus 
on the problems of popula- 
tion pressure, housing and 
industrial relations, the 
statement said. 

But, warned the rebels, 
the PLP’s potential to set in 
motion community dialogue 
towards solution of those 
problems was fast disappear- 
ing. 

“the leadership of the 
Party has shown by its ac- 
tion in suspending six Party 
members that it is at least 
fis insensitive to the views of 
the community as is our pol- 
itical adversary. 


“For all of these reasons, 
we will redouble our efforts 
to urge all Parliamentarians 
and Party members to take 
note of what is happening in 
our Party and to commence 
today to plan its reorganisa- 








‘tion. We would also argue 


that a first step in the 
restructuring is a serious 
look at the quality of the 
Party leadership and its 
potential for winning the 
government and managing 
the country’s affairs,”’ the 
statement said. 


An official Party state- 
ment released last night said 
that the Central Commit- 
tee’s decision to suspend the 
rebels had been reached 
with an “overwhelming ma- 
jority”. 

“The Central Committee 
decided that it was ap- 


propriate that final decisions 


on further action, if any, be 
made by Conference, which 
under the PLP Constitution 
is the ultimate authority 
within the Party while Con- 
ference is in session,” the of 
ficial statement said. 


It continued that Central 
Committee members had 
been presented with ‘‘vol- 
uminous material’’ 
documenting how the mem- 
bers in question had 
breached the Party Con- 
stitution and failed to act 
within the established chan- 
nels to effect any desired 
change within the Party. 


Browne Evans' Stand 
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[Text ] 


Opposition Leader Mrs. 
Lois Browne Evans stepped 
back into the limelight yes- 
terday and made it absolute- 
ly clear that she intends to 
hold onto the PLP reins for 
some time to come. 

Appearing relaxed and 
confident, Mrs. Browne 
Evans talked publicly for 
the first time about the in- 
ter-Party row which has 
raged for several months, 
threatening both her own 
position and the future of 
the PLP. 

She shot down any sugges. 
tion of resignation, and said 
that she would not stand 
down as Party Leader even 
if the majority of the PLP 
Parliamentary group did not 
support her. 

Mrs. Browne Evans ad- 
mitted that the Party had 
probably been bruised by 
the events of past weeks, 
and that the PLP’s summer 
programmes had _ been 
sabotaged by the rift. 

But the Party was now 


swinging back into full gear 
and would go from strength 
to strength, she said. 

In the next few days she 
would be announcing those 
chosen to act in the posi- 
tions of her two suspended 
Shadow Ministers, Mr. 
Walter Brangman and Mr. 
Lionel Simmons. 

The Opposition Leader, 
without being specific, 
identified the cause of the 
dispute as a move by some 
members to change the im- 
age of the Party to one more 
attractive to international 
companies and the black 
elite. 

She and her supporters 
were committed to providing 
continuing representation 
for the Country's working 
people as the foremost 
priority. 

Mrs. Browne Evans said 
that if the Party’s annual 
delegates’ conference deci- 
ded to expel the four dissi- 
dent MPs, she would expect 
them to resign their seats in 
Parliament. 


And she revealed that she 
supported the recommen 
dation to conference that re 
bel member Mr. Koger 
Russell should be expelled. 

The Opposition Leader 
was speaking at a Press con 
ference held at Party Head 
quarters, at which she was 
flanked by Party chairman 
Mr. Alex Scott and PLP 
spokesman Senator David 
Allen. 

Before taking questions, 
Mrs. Browne Evans read 4 
prepared statement (see text 
which follows), in which she 
said it would have been in 
appropriate until now for her 
to take stock of the state of 
the Party. 

‘The Bermuda 
Progressive Labour Par! 
considers it to be a matte: 
paramount importance | 
the Party’s Constitution 1 
duly respected and enforced, 
and that the authority of 
both the annual delegates 
conference and central com 
mittee, as representatives o! 











the grass roots membership 
of the Party, is recognised. 

“It is incumbent on the 
Party to defend its Constitu- 
tion, just as we would de- 
fend the Constitution of the 
Country when the PLP be- 
comes Government,” she 
said. 

Asked if she believed the 
body corporate of the Party 
had been harmed by the rift, 
she said: “Well, let me say 
that the corporate body 
might be bruised, but the 
corporate body is still alive 
and well and will go from 
strength to strength.” 

Mrs. Browne Evans said 
she had heard nothing about 
the dissidents’ seeking an 
audience with the Governor 
to further their case for a 
review of the Opposition 
leadership. 

Mr. Scott said that none 
of the dissidents had been 
refused the opportunity to 
discuss their concerns within 
the Party, and the reason 
they now found themselves 
in difficulties was that they 
had not pursued the avenues 
open to them. 

He said that Mr. Gilbert 
Darrell’s challenge to the 
leadership had been extant 
since 1972 and again at the 
last election (when Mrs. 
Browne Evans polled 43 
votes to Mr. Darrell’s 17). 

Sen. Allen said that the 
present method of electing 
the Party’s leadership had, 
in fact, been suggested by 
Mr. Darrell. 

The Opposition Leader 
was asked if she planned to 
meet with her Parliamentary 
group. 

“In a few days time, | 
shall be able to announce 
the people who will act in 
the portfolios of the two 
Shadow Ministers who have 
been suspended. I will have 
then spoken with all mem- 


bers of the Parliamentary 
group,” she said. 

Mrs. Browne Evans said 
that she would expect the 
dissident MPs to resign their 
Parliamentary seats if they 
were expelled from the Par- 
ty. 

Since 1965 when an agree- 
ment had been drafted, all 
PLP candidates had signed 
an undertaking that they 
would resign their seats if 
they were removed from the 
Party, she said. 

While such an agreement 
might not be legally binding, 
there was a moral obligation 
on members to comply with 


it. 

Asked if she would be 
prepared to test the matter 
in court, she said: “As Party 
Leader, I would never do it.” 

Mrs. Browne Evans ex- 
plained that until 1982, the 
Party had had a Parlia- 
mentary Leader and a Party 
chairman, but no overall 
leader. 

But the PLP constitution 
had then been changed to 
provide an office of Party 
Leader who was also Parlia- 
mentary Leader, to be 
elected jointly by branch de- 
legates and the Parlia- 
mentary group. 

She said that she did not 
expect everyone in the Party 
to love her, but she did ex- 
pect them to support the 
same political aims and ob- 
jectives. 


“But what I do deplore is 
that people will take Party 
matters out into the public 
and use them as a reason for 
why the Party is not going 
anywhere. 

“This Party is going some- 
where, and clearly some 
people don’t like the direc- 
tion it is going and that 
direction is clearly towards 
the working class of the 
Country,” she said. 

Certain people sought to 
develop an image which was 
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more attractive to inter- 
national companies and the 
black elite, Mrs. Browne 
Evans said. 

Had she considered resign- 
ing as leader? 

“IT have been told by so 
many people ‘please don’t 
resign’. They tell me to 
stand firm and they call 
other people terrible 
names,”’ she said. 

She had stood down as 
leader once before in 1972 
when Mr. Walter Robinson 
agreed to take over the lead- 
ership again, but that action 
had annoyed a number of 
people. 

Asked if she would stand 
down as leader if she found 
that she did not have the 
support of the majority of 
her Parliamentary group, 
Mrs. Browne Evans said: 
“No, I would not resign.” 

The PLP Leader was not 
elected by the Parlia- 
mentary group alone, she 
said, but by a joint meeting 
of delegates and Parlia- 
mentary members. 

Mrs. Browne Evans said 
that the Party had con- 
ducted a leadership survey 
before the last election, in 


which Mr. Darrell, herself 
and Mr. Ottiwell Simmons 
had been included, and she 
had topped the poll. 

She said that next 
month’s annual delegates 
conference would have a full 
debate on the question of 
disciplinary action against 
the dissidents, and would 
decide if they should be ex- 
pelled or not. 

The Opposition Leader 
said that she had supported 
the motion recommending 
that. conference expel Mr. 
Roger Russell. 

She said that the up- 
heaval caused by the rift 
had interfered with the 
planned summer pro- 
grammes, but the Party was 
now swinging back into full 
gear. 





The text of the Opposition 
Leader's statement fol!ows: 


STATEMENT FROM 
THE BERMUDA 
PROGRESSIVE LABOUR 
PARTY, Presented by PLP 
Leader Mrs. Leis M. 
Browne Evans JP MP 


In light of developments 
since a disciplinary 
procedure was regretfully 
necessitated as the result of 
actions taken by several Par- 
ty members, and in view of 
the fact that the procedure 
has now concluded with the 
decision of the Party’s Cen- 
tral Committee, it is now 
appropriate to take stock of 
the state of the Party. 

Until now it would have 
been inappropriate for either 
myself or the Party to do so 
with particular relation to 
recent events. 

The Bermuda Progressive 


Labour Party considers it to 
be a matter of paramount 
importance that the Party's 
Constitution is duly respect- 
ed and enforced, and that 
the authority of both the 
Annual Delegates Con- 
ference and Central Com- 
mittee, as representatives of 
the grass roots membership 
of the Party, is recognised. 

It is incumbent on the 
Party to defend its constitu- 
tion, just as we would de- 
fend the Constitution of the 
Country when the PLP be- 
comes Government. 

The constitution of the 
Progressive Labour Party 
provides many channels for 
constructive change within 
the Party, ranging from the 
choice of Party Leader to ac- 
tivity in the Party's 
Branches and other bodies, 
and indeed, any desired 
changes to the Constitution 
itself as the Party evolves. 

Progress and change have 
been an integral part of the 
Progresive Labour Party 
since its inception as BHer- 
muda’s oldest political party 
21 years ago, and the past 
two years have been no ex- 
ception. 


As the report of the Pa’ 
ty’s Secretary-G° ral, 
Lovette Br «ag: 
presented to the last Annua. 
Delegates Conference, :n- 
dicated, mich has been ac- 
complished through Party 
activities at every level. 

Activities have ranged 
from the formation of the 
National Youth Advocates, 
a young adult group within 
the Party, with a vigorous 
programme including public 
forums and projects such as 
an overseas student survey, 
to the inviting of a range of 
thought-provoking overseas 
speakers for major fund-rais- 
ing events, such as our an- 
nual banquet and Father's 
Day luncheon. 


A major housing survey 
was instituted, helping to 
further refine the Party's 
policies on Bermuda’s hous 
ing crisis. The Party con- 
ducted a series cf internal 
forums on subjects ranging 
from the problems of drug 
abuse to housing and immi- 
gration. Attempts were 
made to help improve labour 
relations, for example, 
through talks aimed at re- 
solving the dispute between 
the Bermuda Industrial 
Union and the Hotel Em- 
ployers of Bermuda. 


A monthly television pro- 
gramme entitled ‘PLP 
Magazine” was instituted. a 
series only forestalled recent- 
ly by the closure of Ber- 
inuda’s local television fa- 
cilities. The Party news- 
paper, Party Line, was also 
revitalised with a new for- 
mat. 

The Party has worked to 
relate to Bermudians at 
every level of activity, even 
to the organising of chil- 
dren’s Christmas parties and 
development of a PLP 
Youth Wing majorettes 
group participating in such 
events as Heritage Day. 

In the Parliamentary 
arena, the Progressive 
Labour Party has constantly 
challenged Government's 
policies. In particular it has 
questioned Government's 


econom:'c policies, most 
notably the introduction of 
the *critage Fund, which 
has s. :ce been abandoned. It 
has «iso constantly press- 
ured Government to escalate 
its attempts to solve Ber- 
muda’s housing crisis, while 
remaining sensitive to the 
Country’s environmental 
problems. 

The PLP initiated full- 
scale debates in both the 
House of Assembly and the 
Senate on the sale of the 
Swan bank charter, and, as 
a result, a motion successful- 
ly passed the Senate. The 
attempt to institute a 
Martin Luther King Jr. hol- 
iday in Bermuda rather than 
a Bermuda Nationa! Heroes 
Day was also forestalled. 

The Party has conducted 
a busy series of Party sym- 
posia and seminars, for both 
Parliamentary and lay mem- 
bers of the Party, so that the 
Party’s performance in every 
area of activity can continue 
to improve. 

It is hardly possible to list 
every activity within the 
confines of this statement, 
but even those mentioned 
clearly indicate a Party that 
is vital and active. 

As Party Leader, | intend 
to ensure that such acitivites 
not only continue but are 
escalated, and I know that 
the Chairman and other of- 
ficers of the Party share this 
goal. 

We intend to continue to 
defend the constitution of 
the Party to our utmost, so 
that the will of the majority 
is carried out. That constitu- 
tion ensures that the grass 
roots of the Labour Move- 
ment in Bermuda have in- 
put on Party decisions at 
every level, from the 
branches to Central Com- 
mittee to the annual de- 
legates conference. 

That machinery is there 
for every member to utilise 
to affect progress and 
change. Much has been ac- 
complished thus far through 
such channels, and we are 
confident that much will be 
accomplished in the years to 
come.” 
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[Text ] 


Shadow Cabinet Appointments 


Opposition Leader Mrs. 
Lois Browne Evans yes- 
terday named Dr. 
Barbara Ball and Senator 
Jennifer Smith as tem- 
porary appointees to her 
Shadow Cabinet. 

Dr. Ball, MP tor Pem- 
broke East Central, takes 
on the responsibilities of 
Acting Shadow Minister 
of Housing and Works, in 
the place of Mr. Walter 
Brangman. 

Sen. Smith, a member 
of the Upper House, has 
been appointed Acting 
Minister of Youth, Sport 
and Community Affairs, 
filling the shoes of Mr. 
Lionel Simmons. 

Mr. Brangman and Mr. 
Simmons are two of four 
Opposition MPs who 
have been suspended 


from the Progressive 
Labour Party pending the 
Party’s annual delegates 
conference next month. 
Mr. Gilbert Darrell MP 
has been relieved of his 
duties as Party Whip un- 
til the conference decides 
whether the suspension of 
the dissidents should be 
lifted or extended or if 


they should be expelled 
from the Party. 


The fourth suspended 
MP, Mr. Austin Thomas, 
held no portfolio, having 
declined to serve in Mrs. 
Browne Evans’ Shadow 
Cabinet after the last 
election. 


The barring of the four 
MPs from the PLP’s Par- 
liamentary group has left 


Renewed Attack by Dissidents 


the Upposition Leader — 
albeit temporarily — with 
only ten members in the 
House of Assembly, only 
one of which, Dr. Ball, 
had no Shadow Mini- 


sterial responsibilities. 


Mrs. Browne Evans 
said that she was sure 
that Dr. Ball, who had 
always been active in 


‘workers’ causes, would -be 


particularly sensitive to 
the vital issue of the 
provision of adequate 
housing. 


Sen. Smith had long 
worked with youth groups 
in the community, giving 
her much empathy for 
her acting appointment, 
the Opposition Leader 
said. 
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The PLP aissidents yes 
terday renewed their assault 
on the Opposition leadership 
of Mrs. Lois Browne Evans. 
describing her as both in 
capable of addressing the 
broad issues facing Bermuda 
and the narrower issues 
within the Party. 

The six Party rebels ac- 
cused Mrs. Browne Evans ot 
displaying 2n intransigence 
reminiscent of the ill-fated 
Queen Boadicea — and a far 
cry trom the sort of caring. 
responsive leadership which 
was the hope the PLP 
proclaimed tor Bermuda 

In a lengthy statement, 
responding to the comments 


of the Opposition Leader at 


a weekend Press conferemce, 
the dissidents said they were 
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obliged to speak out once 
more because they regarded 
the holding of public office 
as a sacred trust to be 
undertaken with reverence 
and humility. 

“It is for these reasons 
that we share the concern ot 
many that the present lead- 
ership of the PLP is blind to 
these time-tested truths and 
needs to be removed if the 
Party is ever to provide Ber- 
muda with the enlightened 
leadership it richly de- 


serves,” they said. 


The statement, released in 
the name of Mr. Walter 
Brangman MP, the rebels 
spokesman, is also made on 
behalf of MPs Mr Gilbert 
Darreil, Mr. Austin Thom¢s 
and Mr. Lionel Simmons 





and Party members Mr 
Calvin Smith and Mr. Roge! 
Russell. 

All six have been 
suspended from the Party by 
the PLP Centra. Committee 
which last week tound them 
guilty of breaches ol Party 
discipline. 

The Central Committee 
laid charges against them 
after they had individually 
made public statements call 
ing for a review of PLP lead 
ership and questioning the 
direction of the Party gener- 
ally. 

The four suspended MPs 
will be barred from attend- 
ing tonight’s meeting ol the 
Opposition caucus at which 
both the leadership itself 
and the punishment of the 
dissidents is likely to be dis- 
cussed. 

The dissidents said yester- 
day that they were pleased 
to see that Mrs. Browne 
Evans had ceased to hide 
behind the public relations 
screen of Party chairman 
Mr. Alex Scott and 
enokesman Senator David 
Allen because it was time 


Bermuda had a look at the 


true source of their concern. 

“Our concern has been 
and continues even more 
strongly to be Mrs. Browne 
Evans’ ability to lead the 
PLP to victory in a general 
election. 

“We have contended that 
Ms. Browne Evans lacks the 
skill necessary to effect the 
coalition of diverse com- 
munity groups which will be 
necessary if the Party is to 
raise its percentage of the 
vote from 43 percent to 51 
percent,” they said. 

The Opposition “Leader 
had scoffed at their concerns 
and stated that she was 
committed to providing con- 
tinuing support for the coun- 
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try’s working people as 4 
foremost priority. 

“But, as she herself has 
often compleined, how can 
she help the working people, 
if the PLP does not contro! 
the govenment?” the disst- 
dents asked. ““Who are these 
working people she purports 
to serve?” 

If the Opposition Leader 
considered the workers to be 
everyone who did not own 
and control the major busi- 
nesses of Bermuda, the dis 
sidents agreed and ap 
plauded her. 

“We are strongly of the 


view that the needs of the 


white-collar workers need to 
be addressed s well as the 
blue-collar; the needs of pro- 
fessional, technical and ad- 
ministrative workers as wel! 
as the clerical; the needs of 
white workers as well as 
black,”’ the statement said. 

To justify the title govern- 
ment of Bermuda, they 
needed also to address the 
needs of management as 
well as labour, internationa! 
companies as wel! as local. 
landlords as well! as tenants. 
and the needs of marginal 
constituencies as well as the 
strongholds. 


“In other words, to qualify 
as the government of Ber 
muda, we need to be able to 
govern all Bermudians, ’ the 
dissidents continued. 

They said that in her 
latest dictums, Mrs. Browne 
Evans had shown herself in 
capable of addressing the 
broad issues facing Ber 
muda, but also those much 
narrower issues within her 
own Party 


“Our concern has been 
with Mrs. Browne Evans in 
ability to lead the Party to 
an election victory. Rather 








than debate this contention. 
she has chosen to suspend us 
and gives the impression 
that she looks torward to our 
eventual expulsion. 

“Further, she emphatical- 
ly insists that even if the 
sitting MPs revolt against 
her leadership, she would 
continue as leader,” said the 
statement. 

Bermuda needed to be 
concerned that the Opposi- 
tion Leader not only ig- 
nored their legitimate and 
valid concerns, but claimed 
she would ignore the ma- 
jority of the elected MPs if 
they asked for her resig- 
nation. 

“This intransigent stance 
may indeed be reminiscent 
of the ill-fated Queen 
Boadicea but it is a far cry 
from the sort of caring, re- 
sponsive leadership which is 
the hope our Party 
proclaims for Bermuda. 


“And if Mrs. Browne 
Evans does not feel any need 
to respond to the wishes of 
the elected representatives 
of the people, who by the 
Constitution of Bermuda 
have the sole right to de- 
termine who will be the 
leader of the Opposition, to 
whom does she feel obliged 
to respond?” 

It was certainly not to the 
grass roots, as the Leader so 
often expounded, the state 
ment said 

“The constituency 
branches of three of the 
suspended MPs have 
vigorously objected to the 
expulsion 

“A fourth branch, Pem 
broke, has expressed no view 
on the matter and we are 
confident that if a properly 
advertised meeting were to 
be called, that branch also 


would voice its dissent,’ the 
statement said. 








FINANCE MINISTER STRESSES IMPORTANCE OF BALANCED BUDGET 
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[Text ] 


CSO 


3298/052 


Finance Minister the Hon. 
Clarence James has returned 
from an official visit to Tor- 
onto even more determined 
that the Bermuda Govern- 
ment should not indulge in 
deficit budgeting. 

Dr. James attended his 
first meeting of the Com- 
monwealth ‘Finance Mini- 
sters’ conference in Canada 
last week, with his Per- 
manent Secretary, Mr. 
Mansfield Brock. 


‘| found it a very interest- 
ing and enlightening ex- 
perience,” said Dr. James 
yesterday, “and I enjoyed 
meeting the many other de- 
iegates.” 


The Finance Minister said 
that the discussions rein- 
forced his belief that deficit 
financing could lead to all 
sorts of future difficulties 


“Delegates from several 
Commonwealth countries 
spoke of the problems ot 
servicing their debts,” he 
said. 

“From this point of view, 
Bermuda is the envy of 
many Commonwealth na- 


tions, and the discussion has 
heightened my _ determina- 
tion to ensure that Bermuda 
continues to have a balanced 
budget.” 


Dr. James said he 
benefited from a long talk 
with his Cayman Islands 
counterpart, Mr. Tom Jef- 
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ferson, during which they 
discussed reports that the 
Caymans was subject to a 
special agreement requiring 
it to make financialinforma- 
tion relating to possible 
narcotics offences available 
to the United States 
authorities. 

“From my discussion with 
him, it is quite clear that 
their position in this regard 
is really no different to 
ours,” said Dr. James. 


Both governments made 
available financial! infor- 
mation relating to possible 
criminal offences, such as 
naracotics dealings, but did 
not provide the authorities 
with information solely for 
tax-related purposes. 


As a remaining British 
colony, Bermuda is 
represented at the Finance 
Ministers’ conference by the 
UK delegation, as are the 
Caymans, the British Virgin 
Islands and Hong Kong. 

The British “possessions” 
do, however, participate in 
an observer role and are af- 
forded the opportunity to sit 
at the conference table on a 
rotating basis. 

Dr. James said that his 
first priority now is to ensure 
that the Government is able 
to balance its budget this 
year, despite the difficulties 
presented by the slump in 
the Island’s tourism in- 
dustry. 


BERMUDA 
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BIU COMMITTEE EYES POSSIBILITY OF BROADCASTING FACILITY 
Hamilton THE WORKERS VOICE in English 14 Sep 84 pp l, 2 


[Text] A union spokesperson has told The Workers Voice that a committee 
has been appointed to investigate the possibility of setting up a broad- 
casting facility that will accommodate both radio and television. Because 
of the Bermuda Broadcasting Company's reluctance to accommodate public 
participation and other community-oriented programmes on their two AM and 
two FM stations, this committee has been charged with the task of (a) apply- 
ing for a license to operate a station, and (b) to investigate the legal 
ramifications of such a venture, the spokesperson said. 


"We are sure that the general public has been short-changed by the antics 
of the BBC and, with the need to resurrect such programmes such as Shirley 
Dill's talk show, the George Smith Gospel Hour and the Sunday afternoon 
church services, it is cur intention to cover the whole spectrum of commu- 
nity programming," he said. He went on: "All our energies are being put 
into getting a license to operate and it's up to the Minister of Technology, 
Dr John Stubbs, to give his department's full co-operation to bring about 
the realisation of this community effort." 


He added: "I should point out that it is not the intention of the BIU to 
monopolise such a radio and television facility, but to operate with as 
much community input as possible!" 


It was learned that the union had received several calls from members of 
the community who had showed enthusiasm and support for this venture. 
The spokesperson said that details such as a name and call letters would 
be decided by the committee following discussions with the Minister. He 
could not say when such a venture would be getting off the ground. ae | 
depends a great deal upon the amount of co-operation we get from the 
Minister of Industry and Technology," he concluded. 
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COLOMBIA 


BRIEFS 


NEW ENERGY COUNCIL--The government of President Belisario Betancur today 
created the National Energy Resources Council [Consejo Nacional de Recursos 
Energeticos] whose main mission will be to set policies in activities in 

that sector. This council is headed by the mines and energy minister and 

also includes the chief of the National Planning Department and former 
ministers Diego Ualle Restrepo, (Eduardo de Dierro Santacruz), (Joaquin 
Vallejo Arbelaez), and (Hernan Jaramillo Ocampo), as well as (Alvaro Jaramillo 
Bengochea), (Carlos San Clemente Orbedozo), Bernardo Garces Cordoba), Juan 
Jose Turbay, and (Hernando Gomez Otalda). Through Decree No 2696, the govern- 
ment also dissolved the National Energy Commission and the National Energy 
Council. [Excerpt] [Bogota Cadena Radial Super in Spanish 0000 GMT 2 Nov 

84 PA] 
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[Text ] 









































COOPERATIVE TIES WITH LIBYA, SOCIALIST BLOC SCORE GAINS 





Investments With Libya 


TWO Guyana/ Libya joint 
companies are planning in- 
vestments worth nearly $8 
million(US) to further boost 
the development of their 
Guyana-based operations. 

This was disclosed 
following meetings of the 
General Assemblies of the 
two companies—the 
Guyana/ Libya Fishing 


Company and the 
Guyana/ Libya Agricultural 
Company. 


At yesterday’s meeting of 
the fishing company, 
agreement was reached to 
finance the purchase of 10 
trawlers at a cost of $5,1 
miliion(US) which is to be 
borrowed from the Libyan 
Government. Decisions were 
also taken to appoint the 
Crown Agents of London to 
manage the fleet - and to 
function as consultants. 
Guyana Fisheries Limited will 
process the catch as well as 
provide support services. 

It is understood that the 
first trawler, which was built 
in Brazil, will be launched on 
Monday, October 8 by Prime 
Minister Desmond Hoyte. 

Meanwhile, the other joint 
enterprise, the Guyana/ Libya 
Agricultural Company, is to 
set up a machinery hire pool 
of tractors and harvesters 
(combines) to assist farmers 
in the West Berbice area with 
rice Cultivation. 

About twenty tractors and 
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six combines, costing some 
$2,8 million(US) were recently 
purchased from an Italian firm 
by the company. They are 


‘expected in the country by 


year-end. 

A decision was also taken 
by the company to seek 
permission to import 
agricultural inputs such as 
fertilisers and feed con- 
centrates for sale to farmers. 

These were among the 

decisions that came out of the 
annual meeting of the General 
Assembly of the joint com- 
pany held yesterday at its 
Middle Street office. 
. Rice production at the 
company’s two farms at 
Onverwagt and MARDS also 
came under discussion. 
During 1985 the company 
plans to further expand its 
cultivation to 1,200 hectares. 
(3000 acres). At the moment, 
an estimated 40,000 bags of 
rice paddy are being reaped 
from the two West Berbice 
farms which total about 800 
hectares. 

Accordingto Company 
Chairman (Guyana) Gavin 
Kennard, some of this harvest 
will be used as seeds for 
farmers, while the rest will be 
sold to the Guyane Rice 
Board. 

During last year the 
company reaped a much 
smaller crop which amounted 
to some 11,213 bags of 
paddy. 














Yugoslav Joint Commission 
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[Text | 


THE FIRST meeting of 
the Guyana-Yugoslavie 
Joint Commission 
opened yesterday 
morning with both sides 
convinced that the co 
incidence of views of the 
two countries on major 
international issues would 
lead to more meaningful 
economic co-operation at 
the bilateral level. 

._ National Mobilisation 
Minister Robert Corbin, leader 
of Guyana’s 13-member 


delegation to the talks, said 
“the coincidence of views on 


" many intemational issues will 





enable us (Guyana end 
Yugoslavia) to be compatible 
partners” at the bilateral level. 

His views were echoed by 
leader of the Yugoslav team, 
Spasoje Medenica, who urged 
"an intensification in 
economic relations’ between 
Guyana and his country. 

Thirteen possible areas of 
co-operation are to be 
discussed during three 
working sessions over the 
next two days at Guysuco’s 
Ogle Management Training 
institute. Among these ere 8 
countertrade arrangement 
involving local timber and 
Yugoslav equipment and a 
Yugoslav line of credit to 
Guyana. 

RESOURCES 

Other kems on the egenda 
include corn and soya 
production, the development 
of Guyana’s energy sector 
and the exploitation of loca 
kaolin resources. 

The Joint Commission wil 
discuss collaboratior. in com 
and soys production but this 
project will be examined in 
greater dutall when officials of 
a Yugoslav firm vist Guyane 
next week. 

As regards co-operation in 
the energy sector, it is un- 
derstood that the Joint 
Commission will discuss in 
particular petroleum  ex- 
ploration and hydropower 
development. 

And, 8 five-tonne sample of 
Guyana’s aolin was recently 
sent to Yugoslavia where it 
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'was processed and distributed 
to potential end-users for 
testing. 

Two Yugoslav firms have 
already signed agreements to 
conduct a dairy development 
feasibility study and e gold 
exploration project in Guyana. 
Further collaboration in these 
two areas will be discussed 
during the Joint Commission 
meeting. ~~ 

Meanwhile, in his address 
to the opening session, Cde. 
Corbin noted that since the 
establishment of diplomatic 
relations in 1968, Guyana and 
Yugoslavia have worked 
closely in many forums, such 
as the Non-Aligned 
Movement and the United 
Nations. 

He praised Yugoslavia’s 
independent role in in- 
ternational relations and 
stressed that “‘to be Non- 
Aligned in today’s world of 
superpowers and trade blocs 
is not an easy role for small 
and developing nations.” 

Guyana, Cde. Corbin 


said, admires and has learnt 
‘much from Yugoslevia’s 


“socialist self-management 
system,” which allows more 
direct participation of its 
people in the country’s affairs. 
INVOLVED 


He explained that Guyana 
hed chosen the co-operative 
as an “instrument towards a 
new economic environment,” 
and contended that the 
comparatively new Local 


‘Democratic System allows for 


all Guyanese to be involved in 
— on e@ dally 
sis. é . 


The first Joint Commission 
meeting is “evidence of the 
growing solidarity end 
friendship” between Guyana 
and Yugosiavie, Cde. Corbin 
said. 8 
in his remarks, Cde. 
Medenica, who _ holds 
ministerial rank as a member 
of the Federal Executive 
Council of Yugoslavie, said 
his country is “ready to 
work’’ towards developing 
economic relations with 
Guyana . 














Protocol With Yugoslavia 
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[Text ] 


GUYANA and Yugoslavia 
yesterday afternoon signed a 
protocol which paves the 
way for greater economic and 
other co-operation between 


ithe two countries at the 


bbilateral level. 

' The protocol, resulting from 
negotiations during the first 
Guyans-Yugoslavia Joint. 
Commission meeting this 
week in Georgetown, is said 
ho cover 8 wide range of 
activities including trade and 
economic co-operstion and 
corn and soya production. 

it was signed at Bidco 
House in Kingston by the 
leaders of the Guyanese and 
Yugoslav delegations to the 
Joint Commission talks — 

ional Mobilisation Minister 
Robert Corbin and Spasoje 
Medenica of Yugosiavia’s 
Federal Executive Council. 
‘ In keeping with — the 
protocol, banking officials 
from the two countries will 
meet within three to six 
months to finalise the details 
of a Yugoslav line of credit to 
Guyana , head of the 
Department of International 
Economic Co-operation (DIEC) 
Winston Murray _ said 
yesterday. 

Cde Murray, a member of 
the Guyana delegation to the 
Joint Commission talks 
Tuesday and Wednesday at 
Guysuco’s Ogle Management 
Centre, also disclosed that 
Yugoslavia will provide 
financial assistance, through 
its Fund for Solidarity with 


Non-Aligned and developing 
countries, to promote corn 
cultivation in Guyana. 


It is understood that the 
corn project will be further 
discussed when officials of a 
Yugoslav firm visit 
Georgetown shortly . 

And, as regards soy. 
production, Cde Murray 
explained that Yugoslavia w:'! 
assist in research leading uj: 
to the establishment of a joir:t 
venture. 

No other details of the 
protocol were released but it 
is known that the Joist 


‘Commission was due 19 


discuss a8 countertrace 
arrangement involving ‘toc 4! 
‘timber and Yugoslav 
equipment , and the 
development of the energy, 
forestry and dairy sectors in 
Guyana. 

Among the other possible 
areas of co-operation on the 
agenda of the Joint Com- 
mission talks were the ex- 
ploitation of this country’s 
gold and kaolin resources, 
Yugoslav assistance for the 
tannery in New Amsterdam 
and scholarships and training 
cpportunities for Guyanese 
students. ; 

The Yugoslav © delegation 
paid a courtesy call on 
President Forbes Bumham 
yesterday moming At the 
Presidential Secretariat on 
Vlissengen Road. They were 
due to leave Guyana 
yesterday afternoon. 


Cooperation With GDR 


Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 7 Oct 84 p 6 


[Text ] 


THE joint Guyane - GDR 
Commission was established 
in March, 1974. The work of 
this Joint Commission was 
focused principally on:- — 
an analysis of the level of 

trade and economic 


relations achieved between 
the two countries so far. 
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discussion of further steps 
and measures with a view 
to enlarging’ and 
ceapening. economic co- 
operation between the two 
countries. 

This commission meets 

annually. 


in conformity with the 














existing agreements in Trade 
and Economic, Scientific and 
Technical Co-operstion and 
the sgieement on Scientific 
and Cultural Co-operation 8 
number of meetings were 


‘held in Georgetown. 


These have resulted in the 


establishment of Phases one 


and two of the Edible Oi 
Plant which is managed by 
the GPC et Farm oi the East 
Bank of Demerara. This oil 
extraction facility, for which 
many Guyanese technical 
personne! were trained in the 
GDR, has the capability of 
extracting oil from the 
traditional sources such as 
coconuts and soya bean as 
well as the capacity for 
removing and collecting the 
oil content in non traditional 
forms — so far as Guyana is 
concemed — such as the 
African Oil- Palm, the ite, 
Turu, Awera among several 
others. 


Engineers from the GDR 
have appraised the Phase 
Three portion of this project. 
Necessary design work was 
completed thereafter and the 
GPC is to commence the civil 


January, 1985. 


Also in this co-operation 
and being exscutec 

by the GPC is assistance in 
the field of optical technology 
end Guyana hes received 
considerable assistance from 
the GDR in this area which 


has been allocated under the 
Guyana/ GDR 1984 Barter 
Protocol for the execution of 
e Plastic Plant through 
assistance from the GDR. 
There are plans by the GPC 
to erect a stockfeed plant and 
en amount of US$1.5m, has 
been allocated under the 
Guyane -- GDR 1984 Barter 
Protocol for the execution of 
this project, 
’ Guyana which currentiy faces 
many difficulties in the transport 
sector was veryheppy for GDR's 
assistance in the establishment of the 
Coldingen Rebulid Workshop. This 
impressive facility has tremendous 
installed - capacity and has the 
capability of rebuidinga number of 
vehicles which ere crucial to our 
agricultural end manufacturing 
endeavours. 


USSR Friendship Committee 
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[Text ] 


CSO: 


THE Guyana -USSR Guyana 


Committee for 


said we live 





Committee for Solidarity and 
Peace held its first meeting 
Monday night, with executive 
members and guests urging 
closer ties of friendship 
between the two countries 
and continued work for world 


peace. 

Boris Trofimov, Charge d’ 
Affaires of the Soviet 
Embassy , said it was an 
“auspicious occasion” and 
expressed the hope that 
through the committee, the 
people of Guyana and the 
Soviet Union would leam 
much more of each other. 

Cde Leslie Dundas, Petron 
of the committee fortnally 
launched the new body with 
an eddress urging the creation 
of an “ever vibrant and visible 
entity.” 

The Guyana -JUSSR 
Committees for Solidarity and 
Peace is affiliated to the 


3298/119 


Solidarity and Peace (GCSP). 
Monday night's inaugural 
meeting took plac. at GCSP 
House, Peter Rose Street, 
Queenstown. 


The meeting, attended by 
People’s National Congress 
General Secretary Cde Ranii 
Chandisingh, a number of 
government ministers, as well 
as Guyanese students from 
the Soviet Union, also 
featured a film on_ the 
historica! , natural end cultural 
wealth of the Soviet Union. 

Cde Trofimov, in his 
presentation , spoke of 
economic and constitutional 
developments of the Soviet 
people. In the USSR, he said, 
the people’s rights have been 
made a reality, unlike the 
rights promised in some 
“bourgeois constitutions.” 

On the global scene, he 
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“greatly endangered 
imperialists who hinder the 
peaceful progress of socialist 
societies. 

Cde Victor Persaud, 
President of the Guyana- 
USSR Committee, traced the 
growth of relations between 
Guyana and the Soviet Union. 
He said the committee could 
help erese misconceptions 
about the Soviet Union, 
which he described as ‘‘one 
of the most misunderstood 
countries”, in the world. 

Guyana Committee fo: 
Solidarity and Peace President 
Elvin Mc David said in 
remarks to the meeting that 
Guyana was appreciative of 
the moral and other support 
received from the USSR. 

He noted that Guyana has 
to develop new relationships 
in the direction of the socialist 
countries. 














GUYANA 


PPP ORGAN QUESTIONS VIABILITY OF PNC PUSH FOR Pcu'S 
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[Text] THE central government is proceeding apace with its plan to set up 
"People's Co-operative Units' (PCUs) all over the country. Indications are 
that there are hundreds of these PCUs to be set up and activated. Many have 
already been established and are functioning, others are due to come on stream 
shortly; while still others are being organised. 


Government officials and PNC activists are involved in the drive which in- 
cludes house-to-house visits for information pertaining to the ‘distribution 
of essential food items' at central designated points. The number of persons 
in each household is noted, and the number of heads in each home is also 
noted. It is to the heads of households that the new distribution system 
based on rationing is being aimed at. 


Observers are however perplexed over the secretive manner in which some of the 
committees of the PCUs are being set up. Meetings are summoned at which lead- 
ing government functionaries deliver addresses and make pronouncements, but 
some persons claimed after the event, that they knew nothing about the meet- 
ing. Some families have not been informed or registered thus creating a new 
area of discrimination and dissatisfaction. 


Residents in the PCUs want a more efficient system of summoning meetings so 
that all families are informed in time for them to hear what is being proposed 
by the government Ministers and PNC top men The glaring lack of publicity 
about the PCU committees is opening a pandora's box of suspicions about the 
real purpose of the outfits. 


Recently Trade and Consumer Protection Minister M. Corrica featured in the 
Herstelling EBD area at a PCU meeting attended by 150 villagers, who also 
raised other problems with him besides the food shortages. Minister Corrica 
promised to take up their grievances at the appropriate levels. 


A recent leaflet put out by the regime on the People's Co-op Units gives a 
long list of its functions, but nowhere mentions any thing about food distri- 
bution. It is believed that the food distribution promise is a gimmick to 
fool people in dire need of goods, paying exorbitant prices on the black 
market. 


One observer said that it is unlikely that the PCUs could solve the food dis- 
tribution problem, as the same government that created the problem runs the 


PCUs, and further, that the KSIs were set up for the same purpose and have 
failed. 


eso: 3298/119 
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CHANGES IN TUC LEADERSHIP EXPLAINED, GENERATE REACTION 


Blackman Assessment 
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[Article by Carl Blackman] 


[Text ] 


acrimonious debates 
went right or what 
wrong at the TUC conference 


‘and who defected and why. 


Stick a pin here. | don’t like 
the term ‘defected’ especially 
used in relation to the athletes 
who were apparently dazziec 
by the MacDonald rainbow 
and are presumably in serious 
pursuit of their pot of 
hamburger gold. In my book 
they shamelessly used their 
country and a_ prestigious 
international event for their 


clothe their dishonesty with 
some high moral purpose. 


in the TUC, on the other 
hand, there are factions — 
factions which support 
political groups or are 
themselves arms of political 
groups. Some call themselves 
‘progressives’ but opponents 
label them the Gang of Six, 
an ever-militant group ready 
with writs and resolutions to 
try to block the plans of the 
main body of the TUC 
executive which they allege 
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Jagan’s GAWU is 


unsafe to pidgeon hole either 
the two bauxite unions and 
NAACIE as full-out WPA o: 
PPP. 


These six have been 
brought together over the 
years by a communality of 
interests -- the main one 
being to overturn the status 
quo and gain representation 
on the TUC executive. 

So while | may refer to one 
faction as the “‘progressives” 
or “militants” it is mainly to 
distinguish one faction from 
the other and more seemingly 
realistic wing which argues 
that the economic crisis calls 
for a shift away from its old 
uncompromising adversary 
role and that the strike 
weapon is an_ ineffectual 
weapon in times of high 
unemployment, low wages 
and a soaring rate of inflation. 

In the Byzantine intrigues of 
TUC politics, the ‘moderates’ 
have used all their. skills and 
persuasive powers to keep 
enough control to prevent any 
serious threat from the 
militants or the‘/progressives 
or the Gang of Six—you 
choose the label. 

But even independent 
observers concede that with 


GUYANA 














the recent elections power 
seems mors or less evenly 
balanced between the 
so-called 8 and the 
moderates. | have followed 
the ups and downs and 
upheavals of the TUC over 
the past two decades, end 
one significant fact is that the 
hothesds who scream for 
change while on the outside 
teke @ more realistic and 
reasoned h when 
appointed to the executive. 


| would want to suspect 
that part of the reason is that 
they can count on the : sane 
advice of their secretary 
Joseph Pollydore, known in 
union circles as the Caribbean 
Fox, and is one of the most 
durable champions of the 
workers. — 

| know comparatively little 
of the new TUC president 
George Daniels, head of the 
powerful Public Service Union, 
except that he is now con- 
sidered by neither side as 
‘pro-government.’ Perhaps 
two years ago, he could have 
been labelled. But a little 
friction, @ few independent 
but unpopular stands on his 
part and a bit of malicious 
gossip have made him seem 
to the “Gang” as their kind 
of man. And since he was not 
the official candidate of the 
“moderates,” he became all 


the more attractive a can-° 


didate to support. 
So far Daniels and the 
“Gang” ere | making 


soothing noises about an ere 
not of confrontation but of 
working hand in hand with 
government to build a better 
society. Labour Relations Bill? 
It isn’t completely rejected, 
they say. We'll look at it and 


salvage the good passages — 


The eight unions with ho 

voice on the executive? We 

will devise a plan for all 

groups to play @ more 

meaningful role, they say. 

They have struck the right 
ures. 

Time will tell whether deeds 
will match words or is it just 
another case of a new regime 
promising to continue the 
dedicated role their iiustrious 
predecessors blah, blah, biah 
while quietly honing their axes 
for an orgy of head-rolling. 
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| refuse to see only troubie 
ahead. | refuse to read too 
deep an implication in the fact 
that now there are more 
Critical voices on the TUC. 

| believe that too many men 
who control factions in the 
TUC are losing the art of 
friendly persuasion and seem 
to consider every contrary 
Opinion an act of disloyalty. 
How else can they account 
for the defeat of Kenneth 
Denny considered by ali sides 
as the best organising 
secretary the TUC ever had? 
By what tragic miscaiculations 
was Daniels treated like a 
rejected suitor and snatched 


_ The most decisive factor 
that may have tipped the 
scales a bit was that with 
every worker struggling for a 
living and government as the 
main employer, the unions 
geem to have perceived that 
they could get better 
representation and increased 
pay from a TUC that is more 
anti than pro. 

The basic showdown or 


confrontation ls over. 
Jobs and pay are the 
foremost sreas for 


discussion. |! could write 
columns and columns of 
reasons and arguments why 
the hard-pressed worker 
needs some more money to 
ease the squeeze. And | am 
certain the government couki 
take over the radio 
programme ‘it’s a Fact’ to put 
forward reasons why any 
increase evento catch up 
with the cost of living is 
seemingly impossible at this 
time. 

Now the unions who were 
outside the TUC are in and 
this should be time for an end 
to the fancy-dancing and 


‘ buck-passing. Let us spell out 


in practical terms and give 
real meaning to terms like 
production, productivity and 
motivation. Then we would 
. be able to separate the real 
workers’ champions from the 
self-seekers. What we need is 
a social contract between a 
government willing to admit 
errors and make concessions 
and a TUC condemning 
absenteeism, inefficiency and 
wildcat strikes many of which 











come et 8 time when in- 
creased exports are vital. 


This is not an impossible 
dream. A decade or s0 8go 
British labour unions agreed 
to a three-day week and 
today they have at least 
climbed sbove the survival 
stage. America’s car workers 
watched their jobs go and pay 
reduced in the early eighties 


but today two years later they’ 
ere about to nde @ gravy 
train. 

1 have no pat solution for 
the seemingly intractable 
Guyana situation. But there 
must be a solution if 


ad eress of representation, 
especially those who preach 
about real worker par- 
ticipstion and industria! peace. 








Report on Proceedings 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 7 Oct 84 p 1 


[Text] Sunday, September 30 last can fittingly be described as Red Sunday--the 
day Labour retrieved the TUC from almost 30 years of PNC domination. Genuine 
proletarian joys greeted the free vote which created a balance of 13:13 in the 
TUC leadership between pro-labour and pro-PNC unionists. 


At first it seemed that the PNC would seize a majority after it had engineered 
the ouster of four miners' representatives, including the President of the Guy- 
ana Mine Workers' Union, and through a similar legal strategem seated a 5-member 
delegation from the defunct Sawmill and Forest Workers’ Union. 


A conservative estimate gave the PNC a 27-vote advantage over the delegations 
led by the 6-union movement within the Congress. So sure was the PNC of easy 
victory that government big-wigs Sallahuddin, Denny and McDavid (who were dele- 
gates) reportedly scoffed at proposals for a 50-50 composition of the TUC leader- 
ship to represent both the pro-PNC and the 6-union interests. At one point 
Sallahuddin arrogantly exclaimed in the hall: "We have power on this side!" 


It was only a matter of minutes later th-t Sallahuddin was stunned into absolute 
graveyard silence and his partner Denny left to wonder at the marvels of labour 
when the first blow was struck at noon that day with the defeat of PNC backed 
presidential candidate, Jean Persico. 


It was a straight fight between George Daniels and Jean Persico. Daniels who is 
President of the Guyana Public Service Union got the solid support of the 6- 
union movement, and he successfully pulled rank and file votes from the PNC and 
government affiliated unions. Daniels won by 11 votes. Proletarian joys en- 
gulfed the Congress. That was a breakthrough for labour, and it seemed that the 
pattern was set for an all-out PNC demise. 


The 6-union struck again when the votes were out for the Vice-Presidency of the 
TUC A moderate in the PNC camp. Frank Andrews of the Transport and General 
Workers' Union, was supported for the post of First Vice-President. The CCWU's 
Gordon Todd succeeded with 116 votes in the post of 2nd Vice-President and 
GAWU's General Secretary Komal Chand with 109 votes walked away with the post 
of 3rd Vice-President. PNC favourite Samuel Walker, President of Burnham's 
union--GLU--scraped 101 votes and pro-PNC Cleveland Charran limped in with 67 
votes. 
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For the post of Principal Assistant Secretary the six-union as well as the PSU 
supported an independent candidate, Samuel Thorne. He was unopposed. The 
6-union movement also backed Facey of the Transport Union and PSU's Northe | 
the Assistant Secretary positions. The pro-PNC Anson Sancho edged in with 112 
votes to beat a third 6-union candidate, Christopher James of the miners’ 
union who scored 108 votes. Again Cleveland Charran was defeated. 


Perhaps the peak of the contest was reached in the straight fight between 
Minister Denny and Lincoln Lewis of the Bauxite Supervisors’ Union, a known 
government critic, for the post of Organising Secretary. It was a neck~and- 
neck affair with Lewis rushing past Denny's tally by a mere six votes (114 to 
108). The look of incredulity was stamped on Denny's drooping jaws at what 
must be for him a vote of no confidence by the country's highest labour 
forum--the Congress of the TUC. 


The fight for the post of Assistant Organising Secretary was won by GAWU's 
James Dastajir who trunced Duncan, the new rising star in the GLU. 


Another important victory was that of N.K. Gopaul of NAACIE over pro-PNC 
candidate Selwyn Felix for the post of TUC Treasurer. This is important from 
the point of view of preventing unions which have not paid up their dues to 
sneak in at conference time to exercise the vote on the PNC's behalf. 


The full TUC Executive Committee slate then is as follows: President--George 
Daniels; Vice-Presidents--Andrews, Todd, Komal Chand; Principal Assistant 
Secretary--Thornet Assistant Secretaries--Facey, Northe, Sancho; Treasurer-- 
N. K. Gopaul; Organising Secretary--Lincoln Lewis; Asst. Organising Secretary 
--James Dastajir. Committee Members: Albert Budhoo, Nandram Singh, Leslie 
Melville, Christopher James, Cleveland Charran, Jean Persico, Samuel Walker, 
Agnes-Bend-Kirton-Holder, Walter Richardson. Felix. Critchlow, Baichan, 
Sallahuddin and Kenneth Denny. 


An important role before the elections was played by Dr. Cheddi Jagan, a 
long-standing labour leader who headed the GAWU contingent at the Congress. 

In his several contributions from the floor he identified as rival factions in 
the TUC the pro-labour elements in the 6-union movement and the PSU as against 
the anti-labour elements associated with the PNC-affiliated unions. He ap- 
pealed to the conscience of all delegates to support labour, to elect a TUC 
that has backbone and one that would take up the workers’ battle for wages, 
food and jobs. The working people's genuine representatives at the Congress 
did not let him down. His confidence is a victory over the PNC and defeat of 
the wiles of reaction in the leadership of the TUC has emerged triumphant. 


The results of the TUC elections have shown not merely a crack in PNC-backed 
unions. It has shown a resurgence of class affiliation taking precedence over 
race or political outlook. The TUC elections have struck a major blow for 
labour whose struggle is likely to sharpen and gain momentum in the monchs 
ahead. 
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Labor Act Study 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 7 Oct 84 pl 


'Text] AFTER hours of heated debate over the Labour Amendment Act which, 
among other things, gives the TUC the right to negotiate wages agreement with 
government, it was dccided to set up a body to further debate the implications 
of the Act. While pro-government forces support the Act, others are agitating 
for its repeal. 


Out of a suggestion from Dr. Cheddi Jagan it was decided to set up a Committee 
with seven members for the Act and seven members against, with a neutral 
chairman. The unions to be involved are GAWU, NAACIE, CCWU, PSU, GMWU, GBSU, 
UGSA, GLU, ATGWU, PIAWU, GTU, PTWU, GLGOA and UAAW. 


PPP Statement 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 7 Oct 84 pl 


[Text] THE following is a press statement issued by the People's Progressive 
Party:-- 


The PPP welcomes the historic decision by the delegates at the 3lst Annual 
Conference of the TUC on September 30, when they ended the 29-year monopoly by 
the ruling People's National Congress (PNC) of the trade union movement and 
embarked on a course of working class and racial unity. It is an event which 
the PPP has been patiently and persistently working for ever since 1953 when 
Anglo-American imperialism forcibly and illegally smashed not only the PPP 
government but also the PPP-supporting TUC. Key offices, long controlled by 
the PNC, have been taken over and include the President, Vice-Presidents, 
Organising Secretary and Treasurer. 


Three factors contributed to the PNC's defeat--nationalisation, the IMF and 
"big stick' mentality and methods. 


The PNC political and state elite turned nationalisation not into an instru- 
ment for party and private (individual) accumulation and gain on the one hand 
and suppression and oppression of the workers on the other. Military/police/ 
bureaucratic methods of rule and management, coercion, denial of democracy, 
workers' control and recognised principles of industrial relations (collective 
bargaining) caused the bauxite workers to see the PNC, which they had helped 
to bring to power, as no different from their former masters. Only the colour 
of the faces of the elite changed. 


The PNC, by adopting since 1977 US-imperialist, IMF and World Bank "prescrip- 
tions" for a solution to the grave economic and financial crisis, greatly in- 
creased the burdens of the workers. Before 1977, the ruling elite, through a 
policy of political and racial discrimination, had applied pressures on the 
supporters of the PPP and other political parties. But from that time, faced 
with severe financial problems, it attacked all workers, including its own 
supporters; it could afford to bribe only its top echelons. 
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This led to the formation of the progressive bloc of the 4-union movement in 
1979 (when the agreed government/TUC $14 per ¢ inimum ware was not paid), 
the 6-union movement in 1983 and rank-and-file «.: . in the PNC-affiliated 
or controlled unions. 


The third factor which led to the PNC's downfall was its refusal to accept a 
reasonable compromise. 


The 6-union movement agreed to a formula for trade union unity--equal repre- 
sentation in the TUC Executive Committee for the 2 sides (in effect pro-labour 
and anti-labour), with an agreed independent Chairman. This was put to the 
political directorate of the PNC, but was rejected; the ruling elite was con- 
fident of victory as before, through manipulation and coercion. 


The PNC's monopoly of the TUC was broken because under strict secret voting, 
nearly 20 delegates of the PNC-controlled unions wanting fairplay and giving 
priority to their class interests, supported the 6 union bloc of candidates. 
They were fed up with the PNC's anti-worker policies and its "big-stick" 
methods. 


Four major tasks face the new TUC Executive Committee. Firstly, to unite 
against the machinations and intrigues of imperialism; secondly, to ensure 
that the national income and state revenues are distributed in favour of the 
working people; thirdly, to seek revolutionary solutions and not pro-imperial- 
ist "remedies" based on "modified IMF terms"; and fourthly, to work for a 
political solution for the attainment of increased production and productivity 
and a solution to the grave economic, social and moral crisis. 


CATHOLIC STANDARD Report 


Georgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 7 Oct 84 pp l, 4 


[Text] THERE WAS jubilation among the In spite of their efforts to 

majority of the delegates attend- marshall support, in spite of 
ing the TUC's Annual Delegates delegates being instructed at a 
Conference last Sunday at the Pre-Conference Caucus to vote for 
Critchlow Labour College when a 'pointa broom’ if the PNC put 
George Daniels was elected Presi- up one, the PNC could not muster 
dent of the TUC in preference to sufficient votes to return its 
the PNC candidate Jean Persico. presidential nominee. 

It was the most stunning upset Even the court actions that un- 
for the PNC in years. seated four top members of the 

It was not for the want of try- Mine Workers' Union and permitted 
ing on the part of the PNC. Its five members of the resuscitated 
activists were out in strength, led Saw Mill & Forest Workers Union 
by Chief Political Adviser to the to take their seats were not suf- 


ficient to stave off the defeat. 
More upsets were to foliow. 

The hardest blow was the ousting 

of Minister Denny from his post 

of Organising Secretary by Lincoln 

Lewis of the Mineworkers Union. 
The voting was close enough 


President, Elvin McDavid. 

Sitting as representatives of 
their unions were Minister of Man- 
power and Co-operatives Kenneth 
Denny, Minister of Farestry 
Sallahuddin and Parliamentary 
Secretary Agnes Bend-Kirton. 
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(114 ~ 108) to make the contest 
very exciting. 

The Organising Secretary is 
‘esponsible for organising tie 
May Day Rally and other workers’ 
parades which in recent years 
have been taken over by the PNC. 

Six unions opposed to PNC con- 
trol of the TUC had got together 
and quietly planned their strat- 
egy with the co-operation of mem- 


bers of other trade unions. 
Of the six unions two were 


Asst. Secretaries - Frank Face 
(ATGWU) and N. Northe (CPSU), 
Asst. Organising Secretary J. 
Dastajir (GAWU) and Treasurer N 
K. Gopaul (NAACIE). 

Many of the government nominees 
from the previous executive were 
among the 15 Committee Members. 

The voting went on into the 
early hours of Monday morning, at 
the end of which the Conference 
was adjourned to Nov. 17 and 18. 

The post of General Secretary 





from the sugar industry (GAW 
and NAACIE) and two from the 
pauxite indystry (CMWU and GRSU). 


is not an elected one and is now 
held by J.H. Pollydore, \*e ve- 
teran trade unionist. 

"For me, a Christian", he is 
reported to have said, "I say 
God is in this thing which has 
nappened here today". 

None of the 103 motions sub- 
mitted were considered. Among 
those motions is one moved by the 
Guyana Bauxite Supervisors’ 
Union to debar ministers of the 
government from being members 
of the TUC Executive Council. 


The other two were the Clerical 
and Commercial Workers Union and 
ithe U.G. Statf Association. 

As a result of their efforts 
all but one of their candidates 
were successful. 

Among those they successfully 
supported were three Vice Presi- 
dents - Frank Andrews (ATGWU), 
Gordon Todd (CCWU) and Komal 
Chand (GAWU), two of the three 


Meaning of Changes 
Georgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 7 Oct 84 p 2 


[Editorial] 


[Text] WE WOULD be the last to question Mr. Pollydore's reported discovery of 
the divine hand at work in the TUC elections. 


However, this should not lead us to ignore the human hands that, working to- 
gether in a common democratic Cause, enabled the trade unionists of Guyana to 
establish the fact that the TUC is theirs, not Mr. Burnham's. 


The results make it difficult, if not impossible, for any political party or 
outside force to dominate the TUC. 


Paramountcy has been dealt a telling blow. All sections of the trade union 
movement now seem to be represented on the new executive. 


Among other things, this may mean that there is now only one common basis for 
action by the TUC - the fundamental interests of the workers which the TUC 


represents. 


These have been expressed time after time in many resolutions adopted at 
previous TUC conferences: 


--the right to a living wage ina time of high inflation. 
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--the right to an adequate supply of basis foodstuffs; 


--the right not to be dismissed on grounds of politics, race, religion or 
in any other discriminatory manner; 


--and the right of workers to participate in the economic decisions that 
affect them at the workplace and in their homes; 


The problem is that the previous TUC has taken no serious action to ensure the 
implementation of these resolutions. 


We venture to suggest that the new executive has been voted in precisely be- 
cause of this. If we are correct, their task is clear. 


Even at this early stage, we can point to some significant aspects of the 
election: 


(1) It is a victory for no party but for the interest of the workers as 
a whole; 


(2) the victory was achieved by the coming together of workers' repre- 
sentatives of different political persuasions on a minimum platform; and by 
the refusal of a substantial section of previously PNC-instructed delegates to 
accept the dictate of that party any longer; 


(3) the danger of a split in the TUC seems to have been averted and the 
strategy of the six unions to continue to work within the TUC has been 
vindicated; 


(4) this victory for working class democracy was achieved in spite of, 
rather than with the assistance of, the courts which, after an initial demo- 
cratic hiccup, declined to interfere with the enfranchisement of a virtually 
defunct union and disenfranchised some of the delegates of a major existing 
union. 


The impact on the Government should be equally dramatic. Although one is in 
the area of speculation here, the overturn of PNC control of the TUC is likely 
to make negotiations with the IMF more, rather than less difficult, as the 
bitter medicine which wage earners are invariably asked by the IMF to swallow 
can no longer be forced down their throats by the PNo Government. 


There may no longer be a complacent TUC willing to travel down the road of 
endless sacrifice by Guyanese workers, without any say by them in the forma- 
tion of Government policy. 


The rather doubtful capacity of those in power to deal with other Guyanese on 
the basis of equality and respect is likely to be severely tested in the 


months ahead. 


The new TUC can either opt to ignore the Act in favour of separate negotia- 
tions by individual unions or (if the unions consent) it can call on the 
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Government for across the board negotiations with it as the resentative of the 
combined unions. 


The legal effectiveness which will be granted by the Act to any promises 
extracted from the Government by a militant union movement may yet return to 


haunt the PNC. 


The election 





Perhaps Mr. Pollydore's remark was not so far from the truth. 


may have been all too human, but its irony is certainly divine. 


List of Officers 


Georgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 7 Oct 84 p l 


[Text ] 


TUC EXECUTIVE 





President G.V. Daniels 
lst V/Pres. F. Andrews 
2nd V/Pres. G. Todd 

3rd V/Pres. Komal Chand 


Gen. Secty. 


J.H. Pollydore 


Prin./Asst. S. Thorne 
Secty. 

Asst. Secty. F.W. Facey 

Asst. Secty. N. Northe 

Asst. Secty. fT. Anson Sancho 

Org. Secty. Lincoin Lewis 

Asst. Org. J. Dastajir 
Secty. 

Treasurer N.K. Gopaul 


Committee Membexrs:L.D. Melville 


Clive Thomas 
Cc. Charran 
J. Persico 
Cc. James 


A. Bend-Kirton 
S. Felix 

W. Richardson 
S. Critchlow 


S. Walker Sallahuddin 
K.W.E. Denny S. Baichan 
A. Boodhoo N. Singh 


Pollydore Report 


Georgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 7 Oct 84 p 4 


[Text ] 


THE RETRENCHMENT of more than 
1,700 workers by Guymine last 
yeer, including nearly all of 
the bauxite unions' shop stewards 
and some officials, was severels 
criticised by TUC General Sec- 
retary J.H. Pollydore in his re- 
port to the recent 3lst Annual 
Delegates Conference. 

Mr. Pollydore referred to “many 
overt and covert acts of vengeful 
discrimination which the Company 
perpetrated in the retrenchment 
process in complete violation of 


a number of generally accepted 
industrial relations principles". 
"The workers were retrenched", 

he said, "in circumstances in 
which the unions concerned, other 
trade unions in Guyana, also a 
number of trade unions at the 
regional and international levels 
could never forget". 

The General Secretary was also 
extremely critical of the Labour 
(Amendment) Act 1984. 

This Act, he said, which, ac- 
cording to legal opinion ‘eroded 
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the scope and functions of col- The Minister heatedly replied, 


lective bargaining’ and ‘effected If you question the legitimacy 
fundamental changes in the dl of parliament, why do you take 
cognised practice of industrial your seat in it? (Howls of 
relations' was rushed through laughter and jeers from govern- 
parliament ‘with unprecedented ment supporters). 
haste’ and ‘without any consulta- The General Secretary declared 
tion with the TUC'. in his report that the Act served 
The debate on the General Sec- to make the TUC a greater bureau- 
retary's Report which followed cracy, not accountable to the 
was described by _— overseas workers, but subject to "the 
visitor as 'a farce het will of external forces". 
another as ‘hypocritical’. Such a TUC, he warned "can 
At times there were shouting never have the influence neces- 
matches between politician-union- sary to mobilise the support and 
ists. an ; enthusiasm of workers toward in- 
As Minister Denny, in loudly creasing production and produc- 
defending the Act declared that tivity which is vital in the 
the Act had been passed by — country's present precarious 
liament, the highest. forum in the economic situation". 
land, Dr. Jagan,who constantly Mr. Pollydore was of the opin- 
heckled him shouted, ‘What kind ion that the Act would not work 


of parliament?’ 


WPA Views 
Georgetown DAYCLEAN in English 13 Oct 84 pp l, 2 
(Article: "Labour Shows Us the PNC Can Be Defeated"] 


[Excerpts] Workers organised in trade unions have struck their first real 
blow against the dictatorship's control over important centres of power. It 
is now possible for leaders of the trade union movement to actually lead the 
movement in the workers' struggle for bread and justice. For this reason, the 
September 1984 TUC election is an important landmark. 


For a people who have been pushed steadily backward, it is important to under- 
stand why in 1984 organised workers have been able to make a forward step. 

For a people more used to defeats than victories, we need to know why worker 
delegates at the TUC elections were able to turn back the riggers. DAYCLEAN 
will try to offer some explanations. 


In 1984, in the TUC elections, important positions were won by the six-union 
bloc, a bloc from the GPSU and rebel unionists from PNC controlled unions. 
These gains were made despite PNC attempts to use fraud, bribe and force. 


These are some of the reasons: 


1. The break up of the old racial camps, the opening of the new multiracial 
politics and the development of a separate human rights movement helped to 
free the main body of organised workers from some of the social chains that 
held them back. There is now much less racial insecurity in politics among 
Af ro-Guyanese. 
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2. Since 1977, the four-union movement led the fight on behalf of working 
class interests in the TUC. Despite certain weaknesses, the four-union move- 
ment therefore appealed to all workers. 


3. The two bauxite unions, deeply rooted in the official trade union move- 
ment, joined the four unions. The addition of GMWU and GBSU made the four- 
unions a six-union movement covering the main areas of production and raised 
its popular standing among workers. 


4. Within the Public Service union there was a movement which drove out the 
old, spineless leadership and brought new faces to the front. The indepen- 
dent George Daniels was elected GPSU President. 


5. The decision of GAWU as part of the six unions, not to contest the main 
post, but to back the Independent Daniels, played an important part in the 
defeat of the PNC candidate. In his leadership at the conference, Cheddi 
Jagan set to rest fears of a GAWU takeover. 


6. The new political climate and the economic crisis gave rise, first to the 
mood of rebellion clearly in evidence at last year's conference, and then to 
the actual rebellion in the PNC unions at this year's conference. 


7. The Sugar & Bauxite Workers Unity Committee, in one sugar district partic- 
ularly, united factory workers and villagers in multiracial struggles on the 
streets. This was a case of workers giving real leadership to the people. 
This movement was misunderstood and slandered, but its value remains. Its 
handbills sometimes reached bauxite areas, several sugar estates and many 
workplaces in the city. The S&BWUC played no part in the TUC elections as 
such. 


8. Dictatoritis - the sickness of dictatorships, inflammation of the mind - 
blinded the rules and made them clumsy. They made blunder after blunder. 
They were taken by surprise by the revolt in their own ranks and they could 
not control or overcome it. 


All po! tical forces need to revise their opinions of the situation. This is 
one of the lessons of the TUC 1984 elections. 


Some opinions have been proved correct. Bertis Bangaree, a previous NAACIE 
General Secretary, always felt that a victory at the TUC was possible. GAWU 
later fought on that basis. 


DAYCLEAN notes the effort of the six unions to bargain for a 50-50 executive 
with an independent President. The PNC leadership spat on the offer and the 
result was a straight fight with important gains for progressive, independent 
and rebellious forces. 


The so-called PNC "left" and "labour-oriented" leadership backed naked dicta- 
torship and lost. Rank and file members in PNC controlled unions, quietly but 
decisively, dumped the managers. 


PNC leaders who say they are on the side of the people should go there at 
once. It is almost too late. 
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CHRONICLE REPORTS JAGAN PRAISE FOR GOVERNMENT AID TO WORKERS 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 2 Oct 84 p 4 


[Text ] 

.DR. CHEDDI Jagan, 
Honorary President of 
the Guyana Agricultural and 
Genera} Workers’ Union .on 
Saturday praised the 
Government for the wey in 
which, it had worked towards 
setting up a tribunal in a bid 
to bring an end to the dispute 
at Lysons Knitwear. 

Dr. Jagen, was 
speaking at the TU 
31st Annual Delegates’ 
Conference, recalled that 
nearly two years ago the 
workers at Lysons Knitwear 
went on strike to protest 
against certain conditions of 
work at the company. 

During the strike a number 
of workers were dismissed 
and the Guyana Trades Union 
Congress had joined with 
other unions in picketing the 
company. 

As a result of the dispute, 
Manpower Minister Kenneth 
Denny, had set up a one 
man arbitration under 
former Chief Labour Officer 
Fred Eytie to look into the 
matter. 

The company had filed an 
injunction restraining the 
‘arbitrator from proceeding 
with the work. But some 
months later, after the 
passing of a Labour Bill in the 
National Assembly, the 
Arbitrator was ‘given the 
green light to proceed with 
his work. 

Dr. Jagan said that his 
union and the working class 
people were grateful to 
Government for what it had 
done to bring justice to 
workers. 
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FOOD SECURITY TOUTED BY GOVERNMENT; NEW SHORTAGES NOTED 


Hoyte Remarks 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 9 Oct 84 pl 


[Article by Vanessa Cort] 


[Excerpts] 


PRIME MINISTER, Cde 
Desmond Hoyte said 
yesterday that joint ventures 
between Guyana and other 
Third World countries were 
prime examples of South- 


South co-operation — & 
principle which this country 
firmly espouses. 


Cde Hoyte was at the time 
addressing a email gathering 
at the ceremony marking the 
commissioning of the first 
trawler, the ‘Alfateh’, for the 
Guyane-Libyse Fishing 
Company. The ceremony took 
place at the Guyana Fisheries 
Limited Wharf [Demerara Fish 
Port Complex), Houston. 

A joint concern of the 
Guyana Government and the 
socialist People’s Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya, the company, 
though - established earlier, 
was launched yesterday with 
the acquisition of the trawler. 

Cde Hoyte noted that it 
was also important that the 
boat had~ been built by 
another developing country, 
Brazil, underlining Guyana’s 
commitment to “hemispheric 
co-operation.” 

In addition he declared that 
the contracting of (British ) 
Crown Agents to provide a 
fleet management tearn was a 
clear illustration that South- 
South co-operation was not 
an attempt. by developing 
countries to isolate them- 
selves. 


110 


ABSURD 

Cde Hoyte then took the 
Opportunity to publicly refute 
a document recently cir- 
culated, alleging that the 
Guyane Government had 
taken steps to exclude Britain 
from contracts. 

He emphasised that the 
Government found _ this 
document ‘‘absurd, un- 
acceptable and il-advised”. 

He spoke of the importance 
of food security as the basis 
for true independence and 
urged Guyanese to do 
everything possible to fulfill 
their “‘duty”’ to the world for 
ensuring the continued 
production of more food. ° 


He outlined several 
measures being currently 
taken by the Guyana Fisheries 
Limited to strengthen its 
management and improve its 
Censuiity - 

Among these are the: 
planned expansion of the 
Demerara Fish Port Complex 
with the Japanese; a venture 
similar to the Guyana-Libya 
Company with the Chinese 
and a $23m programme with 
the Canadian International 
Developmen: Agency (CIDA) 
for the provision of wharf, 
storage , ice-making and 
other facilities for small 
fishermen. 
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Rice Shortage 


Georgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 14 Oct 84 p 4 


REGULAR SHOPTAGES of rice, Guy- 
ana's main staple diet, continue 
to plague consumers, who find it 
difficult to obtain their supplies 
in the shops and supermarkets. 

A recent check revealed that 
nearly all the shops and super- 
markets were without rice. At 
one state agency rice was being 
rationed to customers. 

The little rice available is 
very poor in quality and has been 
described a shop proprietor as 
being 'fit only for pigs’. 

One of the persistent complaints 
made by shop proprietors is that 
although payment is made to the 
Rice Board, it takes many weeks | 
of enquiries and waiting before 
the rice is obtained. This re- . 
sults in a serious backlog which 
is bound to result in shortages. 

These shortages are occurring 
at a time when the Government has 
placed a virtual ban on the in- 


[Text ] 


portation of flour, one of the 
basic Guyanese foods used for 
bread, roti and a- wide range of 
other products. Imports of this 
commodity have been given at about 
$52 million per annum up to 1981. 


In the midst of the shortage of 
rice, tne WRSM announced that it 
was setting up a rice flour bus- 
iness to produce rice flour pro- 
ducts.* It has, however, been 
pointed out that if the already 
scarce rice is diverted into mak- 
ing rice flour, there must be in- 
creased shortages of this product. 


Consumers point out whcle flour 
was last sold for 65 cents (in 
Trinidad, 35 cents) the cost of 
rice flour is between $1.50 ag 
$2.00 a lb. 

In addition, dishes prepared 
with rice flour usually require 
many extra costly ingredients. 


Milk ‘Scandal’ 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 17 Oct 84 pp l, 2 


[Editorial] 


[Excerpts] 
sortage in Georgetown. 


A headline in the EVENING POST during 1973 spoke of a severe milk 
It was not the first. 


Today, eleven years later, there 


are bigger milk shortage scandals, and more frequent. 


Guyana has a ready-made, natural potential for self-sufficiency in milk. 
has always been so and cattle have a long history in this land. 


This 
There are good 


pasture lands away from the coastal strip, where housing has put an end to many 


of them. 
still not a dairy industry in Guyana. 


Yet in all the years of the PNC tenancy in office and power, there is 


Instead of picking on milk as a natural target of self-sufficiency, with small 


imports of non-fat milk for medically indicated case 
its own condensary, the government in 1970 picked o 


wheat by 1976". 


until Guyana could build 
yheat and promised "Guyana 


The Cuban cattle have now arrived and have been duly welcomed by many officials. 
They come at a time when livestock rearers are in real jeopardy about suitable 


supplements and medicines. 
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They have come to a place where the simplest 








official routines, except the routine of repression, are almost bound to 
falter, because the only thing receiving high priority is security. 


This is not the first time that new blood has been injected into the cattle 
population of Guyana. But every scheme, every regimen has had to give under 
the dead hand of the maladministration. We make bold to say that we fear the 
dead hand. 


The aim of making Guyana self-sufficient in milk and dairy products, if well 
programmed, is within the country's grasp. It is not self-sufficient now only 
because the government of the last 20 years has been sky-larking, building 








armies and failing in vital agricultural development. 


Minister DaSilva's Address 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 17 Oct 84 pp 1, 4-5 


[Article by George Alleyne] 


[Text ] 


GUYANESE were 
yesterday told that the 
general objectives of World 
Food Day [WFD] are very 
consistent with the 
agricultural development 
policies enunciated by the 
People’s National Congress 
Government over the past 
decade. 

Addressing a large audience 
at Parika, Minister within the 
Ministry of Agricukure, Or 
Simpson Da Silva, noted that 
WFD is designed to heighten 
public awareness of the 
nature and dimensions of the 
world food problems, and thet 
each country should pursue 

designed to con- 
tribute to alleviating these 
difficulties. 

The Minister's remarks 
came during the feature 
address at the main activity to 
mark World. Food Day in 
Guyana. The rally, food 
exhibition and fair was held at 
the Parika Marketing Centre, 
and was attended by crowds 
armed with umbrellas against 
some pronounced showers 
At the Rally: were Presiden: 
Forbes Burnham, Prime 
Minister Desmond Hoyte, anc 
other Cabinet Ministers. 

Cde Da Silva stated that ir 
Guyana we have been pur: 
suing agricultural develop 
ment programmes which seeb 
to reduce unemployment. 
improve the nutritional levels 


-of the population, increase 
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the variety of food items, 
develop agro-processing 
industry, provide improved 
drainage and __ irrigation 
facilities, make land available 
to the tiller, and achieve ar 
adequate return to the farmer. 

He sald that the 


jectives requires & careful 
strategy and plan to reduce 
the high dependence on 
imported foodstuffs and 
increase the supply of 
production inputs and raw 
materials. Noting that such 
plan calls for sacrifice and 
demands fortitude, he said 
thet Guyane must be abie to 
“distinguish her needs from 
her wants.” 

The Minister recalled, ‘We 
have had to re-educate our 
paiates and discipline 
ourselves.” But, he added 
“time and events have shown 
that we acted with vision and 
accurate foresight when, in 
atime of apparent ease and 
abundance, in a time of food 
aid and food gifts, and foreign 
exchange to import food, we 
launched out on our bold 
path io. self-sufficiency in 
food.” 

Cde De Sitve spoke of the 
gloomy picture projected for 
the world by the year 2000 in 
which there would be 64 
calorie supply below the 
minimum requirements for 
many people, increased 
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hunger, and decreased self- 


sufficiency in food. He said that 


less developed countries 
would have agricultural im- 
ports twoaend a half times 
their agricultural exports. 

He quoted a United Nations 
report which claimed that e 


continuation of present trends 


would see, by the end of this 
century, the serious un- 
dernourishment of about 650 
million people, an increase of 
approximately 80 per cent. 
The Miniser said that 
“these disturbing trends in 


‘food production in developing 
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countries serve to highlight 
the significance of World 
Food Day to Guyana’s future 
in general, end its agricultural 


‘development efforts | in 


particular.” 

He observed that the role 
of women in agricultural 
development is becoming an 
increasingly powerful force in 
Guyana and the world and 
that women, along with men, 


‘have been instrumental in 


accelerating human progress. 
The Government and 
people recognise the great 
contribution of women in 
agriculture, as_ individuals, 
through their group co- 
operatives, and other _ in- 
Stitutions. He spoke of ‘‘their: 
efforts in vegetable and 
ground provision’ production, 
pig production and their 
involvement in agro-industry 
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end marketing ...all hallmarks 
in our agricultural history.” 
The women have always been 
where the fight is hardest, he 


‘observed. 


Cde DaSilva said, ‘if we 
are to channel our human 
resources, Guyanese ingenuity 

must assume a more 
dominant role to reduce 
import dependence”. 

He informed the gathering 
that towards this end, the 
Ministry of Agriculture has 
almost completed 8 
development plan, for the 
next five years, one designed 
to meke Guyana truly in- 
dependent as a food producer 
and exporter. 

The Minister indicated: that 
18 commodities have been 
identified for national em- 
phasis over the next five 
years. . 

He urged the crowd to 
reaffirm their :commitment to 
greater agricultural production 
because in the developing 
world ~ frien, women, and 
children are starving to death. 


- He said. that while this is 


happening, food is being used 


by the imperialists as a 
weapon. ; 
The Minister ended his 


presentation with a raliying 
call for unity in this national 
crusade, not only to produce 
what we need, but also to 
promote the process of 
construction of a socialist 
state. , 
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GASOLINE SHORTAGES HIT STATIONS; HEAVY-OIL POTENTIAL EYED 
Government Confusion 
Georgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 14 Oct 84 pl 


[Excerpts] GASOLENE is expected to be in very short supply for the rest of 
the year, according to reliable sources. 


The reason given is that government has overallocated its quota set for the 
first three quarters. 


Already one large city filling station has laid off three workers and another 
is expected to go soon. 


The importation of gasolene had been cut to 2/3 of the actual sales in 1981, 
but the corresponding cuts in the allocations for the first three quarters had 
not been fully made. 


The Energy Commission has meanwhile been reorganised. Abel Felix is no longer 
chairman. A bill was passed recently to make the Minister of Energy and Mines 
chairman of the Commission, and to allow him to appoint an officer to carry 
out the duties of chairman. 


Mr. Karran Singh is now the officer acting in this capacity. 
Following the recent sudden devaluation, private oil companies held up deliv- 
eries of gasolene to gas stations last Mon., pending some communication from 


government concerning the new prices to be charged. 


Some private filling stations closed down after selling out the gasolene in 
their tanks. 


Exploration Project 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 9 Oct 84 p 8 


[Text] A STUDY of Guyana's heavy oil potential both onshore and offshore, is 
to be undertaken as the second part of a Petroleum Exploration Promotion 


Project. 
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The project is being 
financed by a two-million 
(US) dollar oan from the 


World Benk’s stiticte tor 
concessionary lending, the 
International Development 


Association (IDA). 
The Energy and Mine 
Ministry is now working on 
identifying consultants to 
Carry out the heaw oil 
potential study, an official of 
the Ministry said yesterday. 

Exploration Consultants 
Limited, a British firm, has 
almost completed the first 
part of the project. This part 
encompasses the compilation 
and appraisal of all available 
data on petroleum exploration 
in Guyana, the formulation of 
a data base, geological 
studies and geophysical data 
analysé. 

The British firm signed a 
contract in April this year to 
work over an 18-month. 
period on the Petroleum 
Exploration Promotion 
Project. The official said a 
preliminary report has already 
been submitted by the firm, 
with a final report expected 
within the 18 month period. 

The project also provides 
for the training of Guyanese 
students. Two Guyanese are 
currently pursuing _un- 
dergraduate studies in 
petroleum geology in Canada. 
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LEADER DISCUSSES AIMS OF GNS' NEW OPPORTUNITY CORPS 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 2 Oct 84 p “ 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


3298/120 


_ THE Guyane National 
‘Service [GNS] is using 
‘“‘enlightened’’ ap- 
proaches and intensified 
vocational and academic 
programmes to improve 
‘students at the New 
Opportunity Corps 
[NOC], Director-General 
Col. Joe Singh said at 
the weekend. 

Col. Singh said on the GBC 


programme: “Face the Nation”, 


that the NOC seeks to turn 
out graduates who, when 
they return to school or go 
into the work environment, 
are conscious of their 
responsibilities as young 
citizens. 

He said, however, he would 
like to see more preventive 
measures at the societal level 
to avoid the problems which 
cause young people to be 
sent to the NOC in the first 
place. 

The GNS became 
responsible for the NOC at 
Onderneeming, Essequibo 
Coast, when the Corps wes 
created by the merger of the 
Essequibo Boys’ Schoo! and 
the Belfield Girls’ School. The 
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NOC has a present enrolment 
of about 250. 

Col. Singh told reporters 
that the staff at the NOC 
designs programmes to 
enable the students who 
‘graduate early to be izin- 
‘tegrated into the school 
system. , 

The NOC‘s schooi _ at 
Onderneeming Is ° staffed 
mainly by University of 
Guyana sociology and special 
education students on 
National Service stints. 

Emphasis is also placed by 
the Corps on vocation training 
for students who, on reaching 
the age of 16, may be ab- 
sorbed in the regular Pioneer 
Corps or may take up em- 
ployment opportunities 
outside the Service. . 

The NOC, in rerent times, 
has been paying attention to 
staff upgrading, ° Col. 
Singh said. 

in the last year, he said, the 
NOC staff has benefited from 
@ programme of on-the-job 
training in counselling. 
guidence and psycho-social 
work with help from UG 
special education students. 
and @ consultant on psycho- 
social therapy. 
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LOCAL AUTHORITIES ENTER TAX COLLECTION; RECEIPTS REPORTED 


Corbin Address 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 13 Oct 84 p 5 


[Text ] 


MINISTER of National 
Mobilisation Cde. Robert 
Corbin Thursday urged 
local authorities to 
consider the adoption of 
new strategies for im- 
proving the collection of 
rates and taxes and not 
rely primarily on legal 
processes. 

This, he said, would test 
the ifmagination of Local 
Government Officers to join 


those few councils which 
annually collect 100 per cent 


rates. The Minister also 


‘Suggested that programmes 
based on the peculiarities of 
each district should be looked 
at with great urgency so that 
tangible improvements can 
materialise before year-end. 

- At the end of August, sonie 
$46 million in rates and taxes 
was outstanding to local 
suthorities. .. 

Cde. Corbin made the 
observations while addressing 
local authority representatives 
in“Region Three. The meeting 
was part of a series planned 
to involve loca! authorities 
throughout the country in 
discussions on their role in 
the system of loca! 
democracy. 

The Minister and his team 
of Regional Development 
Ministry officials have been 
looking at Regional 
development planning with 
specific reference to the 
preparation of annual work 
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programmes and budgets 
through the active par- 
ticipation of the people; 
programmes for rates 
collection { a sore problem for 
most loca! authorities); 
mechanisms for reporting on 
and co-ordinating the work of 
these organs and. the 
promotior of the system of 
local democracy. 

_ The team earlier met local 
government organs’ in 
Regions Four and Six and is 
expected to visit the other 
Regions within the next few 
weeks. 

Minister Corbin expressed 
his concern over the poor 
collection of rates and taxes 
and the inhibitory effects on 
the execution of annua 
programmes of the loca! 
authorities. 

Cde. Corbin also stressed 
the importance of con- 
sultation with the people. 
“Loca! authorities must pian 
for the total development of 
their areas . . . and in the 
pursuit of this objective 
people must be fully involved 
to ensure that what is being 
attempted is in keeping with 
their hopes and aspirations 
and is phased into realistic 
work programmes within the 
ambn of available resources, 
including human_resources, 

The meeting, he pointed 
out, was to sensitise councils 
to the needs of the moment 
so that relevant approaches 
may be put in place in a 
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timely manner, using the 1985 
estimates 8s 8 start. 

“in this way existing 
councis would begin to 
function in seccordance with 
the spirit of the local 
democratic system and 


Tax Statistics 


Port-of-Spain SUNDAY EXPRESS in English 14 Oct 84 p 4 


[Text } 
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GEORGETOWN, Saturday, (CANA) — The 
Guyana government collected $10.8 million 
(one Guy dollar : 24 cents US) more in taxes 
during the 1983 fiscal year compared with the 
previous year, Finance Ministry statistics say. 

Government’s gross revenue for 1983 amounted to 
$270 million as against $259.1 million for 1982, an 
increase of 4.2 per cent. 

The rise was attributed to a steep movement in 
receipts from tax related to the purchase of airline 


tickets. Collections from the travel voucher tax rose 


by 102 per cent during fiscal year 1983 to $39.2 
million $19.3 million the previous year. 

Receipts from airport departure tax were up slight - 
ly to $2.6 million from $2.4 million in 1982 and are 
expected to show another increase in 1984 because of 
a rise in the tax to 50 dollars, announced in the last 
budget. Tolls collected by the government from users 
of the Soesdyke-Linden highway fell to $605,000 in 
1983 from $632,000 the previous year. However, tolls 
from the Corentyne highway, jumped to $2,140 000 
from $2,124 000 in 1982. 

The statistics showed there were substantial in- 
creases in income tax from self-employed persons, 
with-holding tax, property tax, travel tex, capital 
gains tax, policy surrender tax, professional license 
and purchase tax. 

Receipts from consumption tax rose to asrecord 


$141.8 million in 1983 as against $136.2 in 1982. 
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BAUXITE INDUSTRY ACTS TO BOOST CALCINED SALES IN EUROPE 


Communications Problem 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 9 Oct 84 p 8 


[Text ] 


GUYMINE’S Chief 
Executive Officer {|CEO) 
Dunstan Barrow has said that 
there appears to be a com- 
munication crisis within the 
industry, and has called on 
top management personne! of 
the company to take steps to 
correct the situation. 

Barrow made the ob- 
servation last week while 
addressing a five-day ad- 
vanced management training 
seminar for senior officials of 
the bauxite industry at the 
BIDCO Management Training 
Centre in Georgetown. 

Barrow lamented the fact 
that too many of the com 
pany's top managers had 
been failing to pass on to 
their subordinates information 
relating to production plans 
and expectations — _ in- 
formation vital to the 
achievement of target leveis. 

He referred to the various 
communication modes, 
channels and systems within 
she industry. including ‘‘our 
‘sophisticated. video equip- 
ment’ “‘In tr of all this,” 


[words illegible}<+ 
ele 


our message over.”’ 

The CEO reminded par- 
ticipants that changes in 
attitudes among employees 
can only be brought about if 
managers are close enough 
to them to ‘know what they 
are saying, thinking and 
feeling,”’ and this, he insisted, 
is only possible by main- 
taining close communication 
links. 

The seminar was designed 
to equip management § per- 
sonne! from Project 
Engineers to General 
Superintendents with basic 
skills of interpersonal 
relationships “to ensure 
effective and efficient func- 
tioning’. Participants were 
drawn from Guymine, BIDCO 
and Guyconstruct, all com- 
panies within the bauxite 
industry. 

The exercise is part of a 
programme recently launched 
to fulfil a training need 
recognised some four years 
ago. It is being conducted by 
Guymine’s Training Depart- 
ment in collaboration with a 
United States consultancy 
firm . 


Calcined Bauxite Prospects 
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GUYANA 


[Text] THE local bauxite industry is seeking to increase calcined bauxite sales 
to its regular customers in Western Europe next year, a senior industry official 


reported. 
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In an interview over the Guyana Broadcasting Corporation, Marketing Vice- 
President of the Bauxite Industry Development Company [BIDCO], Sylvester Car- 
michael, said the industry has just hosted visiting representatives of its 
larger customers in five Western European countries. 


The team, which was scheduled to leave yesterday, represented companies which 
together account for over 30 per cent of Guyana's world market sales of cal- 
cined bauxite for this year, Cde Carmichael said. 


The visitors represent four companies in the United Kingdom, three in Italy, 
two in West Germany and one each in France and Sweden. 


During their visit the members of the team were involved in discussions with 
top industry officials and were taken on tours of the bauxite production oper- 
ations centred in the Upper Berbice-Upper Demerara Region. 


The purpose of the exercise, Cde Carmichael explained, was to satisfy the 
customers of the local industry's ability to satisfy increased orders for cal- 
cined bauxite. 


Cde Carmichael said Europe has become a very important buyer of Guyana's cal- 
cined bauxite, used in the refractory process in the steel and other metallur- 
gical industries. 


He said there are continuing good signs of increasing steel production by the 
major European steel producers, which could see a consequential increase in 
the demand for calcined bauxite. 


According to Cde Carmichael, the visit by the team is important since ques- 
tions have been asked about the local industry's ability to respond to in- 
creased demand for calcined bauxite. 


The customers were invited, he said, to see for themselves what the industry 
is doing and to observe the fact that operations are continuing under the 


management of capable staff. 


Already, Cde Carmichael said, some of the European representatives have indi- 
cated that they will be looking for increased quantities. 


The company expects that by late November it will receive word from all the 
buyers as to the quantities required for the next year, the BIDCO Vice-Presi- 
dent said. 
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